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TO : 

HEADQUARTERS ATLANTIC BASE.  SECTION 
C I V I L  AFFAIRS OFFICE 

DIVISION OF  PUBLIC WELFARE AND RELIEF 
. .  lw.3 7,59 

December 5 ,  1943 

Lt .  Dol. D. A. Reekie,  Acting  Chief of Mission, APO 534 . ,  

ATTENTION: Dr. Frechette  and Mr. Kimberland 
. .  

~ . , ~  

1. Ye.sterday Mr. Johnson  and I rece ived   the   v i s i t  of a very  pereon-: e 
ab le  L t .  (doctor) Bengui, sent  from  Algiers by t h e  new Commission In te r -  

thing  such) which is  headed by M. le Ministre~Fremy.  - , $ ~ ~ ~ 1 - ~ 4  3-q 
C o d s s i o m l e  du  Ninistere des Prisonnieh,;  Deportes  et  Refugies  (or some- 

2. Bengui came to   i nves t iga t e   t he  need i n  Casablanca  and Morocco 
1 A'& p5 %&"5UAW., - 

f o r  the  coordination of  refugee  relief  agencies,  governmental  and  other. 

3. Hie proposal hRs something  (not  al together  clear)  to do with 
the  reorganization of t he  French Red Cross, which  Paul Gordon to ld  us was 
under  consideration some weeks ago. As t he  French Red Cross was t h e  stumbl- 
ing  block i n  the way of an ear l ier   a t tempt   to   coordinate   services   here ,  you 
will want t o  watch t h i s  angle. 

something precise   concerning  the  s i tuat ion  as  we see it here, I gave him 
the  a t tached  le t ter ,   put t ing  into  wri t ing some of the   th ings  which  were 
actual ly   discussed  in   ra ther  more forceful  terms. 

4. ' After  Bengui'e  visit,  and  thinking it wel l   for  him t o  carry away 

5. Bengui re turned   to   Alg iers   th i s  morning,  promising tl@t e i the r  
he  or 'Commandant Cartier,  Vice-President of the  Associat ion des 
France, who i s  heading up a l l  this refugee  coordimtion  for  i \ lgeria,  
v i s i t  you. Ca.rtier's  address is: 1, rue du  Docteur  Trolard,  Tel.: 

of  our  present or pas t   d i f f i cu l t i e s ,   t he  proposed v i s i t  t o  Comnandant 
6. Bengui 's~plan seems t o  have de f in i t e   poes ib i l i t i ee  from t h e  

and so for th .  

7. Mor.eover, it seems t o  Mve  .other  important  possibilities, par- 
t i c u l a r l y   i n  connection  with our general   policy of preparing  to  .withdraw, 

AFSC (which, I understand, is under  discussion),  9tc. 
the  proposal   that  we re l inquish  remining  re l ief  .work t o   t h e  French  and  the 

you will probably want Mr. Kimberland to   i nves t iga t e   t h i s   p l an  immediately, 
before  any  ministerial   visi t   here.  

8. Because of h i s  knowledge of the  s i tuat ion  here   and i n  Algiers,  


