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The development of the ce-ordination and nlanning of

Voluntary Socletles' assigtance within official

preparations for vellef work during the military stage
in liberated territorles in Europe

Le In July of 1942 the Post War Relief and

Commodity Pollcy Department, then a section of the

Beitlsh Ministry of Economle Warfare, instigated

digeusslons among certaln British Voluntary Societies

with a view to the formation of a co-ordinating Council

of Voluntary Socletises Interested in melief work where

fighting had ended, = Thess discussions were held

under the asegis of the Joint War Organiseation of the

. Britigh Red Cross and Order of St, John, A consti- :

tution was drawn up for a "Consulsative Couneil of e

uoluntar" Socleties for the Bellefl of suffering and for '
ing Socl 1 Recovory,' and the Red Crogs lndlcated

rh@t they did not wish to provide the Chairman for the

Council, but Would prefer an ocutside Chairman not

¢connected with any c<ne member Society, Sir Joln

Kennedy of the ied Cross contlaved, howover, to act as

Chalilrman after the ormal establlahment of the Council

until N¥ovember 1942, At that tiwe an ontside Chailrman

was found in Sir William Goode , who had been Director

of the British Relief Mlssion after the last war but was

not in this war officially connected with reliel

planning, The Joint War Organigation continued, of

course, Lo be represented on ths Council ~ by mamoer

ol ooth the Red Crogs and SL. Johm, Some months later

a Secretary was appointed to take the place of a member

of the Red Cross Headquarters stalif who had been actn&g

ag Jeceretary until then, an oi'fice wag egtablishsed fop :

the Council’ separate from bDoth the Red Cross and the i

Relief Department, The Reliefl Department, which had i

moved into the Boawrd oi Trade, had from the beglnning |

gsent an observer ho the Meetings of the Council, It was e

agreed, however, -that thils observer should act only in ’ :g

a ligison and not In an executive eapacity. Thua the
principle was egtabllished of o Councill of leuntary
Socleties which, while working under the auspices of the
offictal Departments of' State, was a self-governing i
pody with power to make its own recommendations for the _“g
work of its member Societics within official planning, %

0 By its congtttution the Council 1imited i%s
memberghip to "British Sociebties which h-ve national
counterparts In more than one other country outsids the
British Commonwealth or to British branches of internabional
Socleties or to internationfl Societies which for ressons
of commmunication or emergenty of war are largely
conducted from thelr Eritish branches,” Thus the
principle of intermational co=operatlion in relief

and rehabilitation was clearly cnvlslrcu from the

start, Many Societies hnd in mind thet the POVLV‘l

and support of thelr fellow organlsations in the

countries of occupled Hurope would be ong of the most
veluablo bagks they could n0r101m. in this way the

work of weliel could be doue iy partnership botwoon

thoge countries with rellef goods and those in need

of' them, and s8 part of the wider rehabilltotiop of
territories 1iberated from Axig male,

o It soon became neceéessary, however, tc: 2 58 O 3
eiate other Voluntary organisations, e,z. Catholic : !
-Women's Teague, Clurch Army, English Spesaking Union, :
which did not come within these limiting terms of
membership, In & Standing Couieranoe. The Council
and Conference, each consisting of «bout twenbty -
Bocleties, are presided over by the same Ghaimmmn
and share the sama seeretariat,

b The aims of the bmmnil which mbgeqmnuy;_
- changed its name %o "Council of British Sooietles fo
Relief Abroad" (C ﬁ.BoS B.A ) hava bean k@_ o0
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