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Memorandum f o r  Mi l ton  Eisenhower 
On REFUGEES. 

The s i t u a t i o n  o f  t he   r e fugees   i n  No , th   Afr ica  'has not  been 
improved  by o w  ar r iva1 ,except   in  so f a r  as they now have a hope 
tha t   t he  enemy w i l l  be beaten. 

The French   au thor i t ies  i n  North  Africa, s t i l l  profoundly  ' fascist(though 

. h d p  these  people withcut making obeisance to   the   th ings   they   ha te  
no.,longer  fascist-nazi)  heve no solution  to  offer.They  could  new 

i n .   t h e i r  own society.By  this I mean the  fol lowing:  To a Girau$Yan 

ant   - fascis ts   spel l   Popular   Front  which they s t i l l  hate i n  . re t rospect  
another c the moguls i n  N o r t h  Africa  Spanish  refugees  and I 

and f e a r  f o r  t h e   f u t u r e  moEe than  any  other peril. 

To date  no refugees have been  released  save  the  very few hund.mds 

.this it i s  becam e they   a re   forced   in to  i.t by c i r c m s t m c  s,usuaily 
in   A lge r i a  and Morocco who have jo ined   the  Corps Franc.When they do 

because  they have escaped  from  refugee camps i n   t h e  f E t  fl U s h  of 
enthusiasm  and have no other  choice  --they  join  up or  get  sent  back  to 

r i g h t  mind would j o i n  t h e  Corps Franc  af ter   the   experience 6 those  
face  punishment f o r   t h e i r  impudence in  @spapingo N O  refugee  in  his 

who joined  up t o  f i a t  for   the  French  in  1939. And t i i s  Pranceis not 
i s  not   yet  even the  France of Daladier,which i s  meth ing  f W  US t o  
remember. If we do not  remember i t ,count  on the   re fugees   to  
remember it .  

I_ 

There i s  no way out for them here,except  the  Corps  Franc  and 
l abor   ba t l l i ons ,v i r tua l   cha in  gangs.  This i s  most b r r i b l y  
t rue  f o r  the  Spaniards  and w i l l  remain s o  u n t i l  Franco jumps 

And i f  t h a t  were t o  happen I cannot  see us forming "LJalist" 
in to   the  Axis camp a s  a paying member, i f  he  does jump. 

br igades   to  fight him. Not yet. 

TfIEREFORE the  only  solution i s  f o r  us t o  devise. 

For  US alone. 

wo woefully  failed  in  handling  ref- '>.gee  problems  to  date,second, 
Ply p lea  i s '  that we devise i t  a t  the  ear l ies t .Firs t   b ix:mse we have 

because  our  nations.1 consdence needs E? a ton ic   a f te r  even ts here 

broadcasting f r m  North Af i c a  about t h e  Pour Freedoms with 
and third because i t  would be awkward f o r  u s  of 'OWI to heve t o  s ta r t  

OW f r iends  s t i l l  i n  j a i l  a n d  t h e  American f l a g  f o r  an i n t en t s  
and  purposes G$ging over  concentration camps D 
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My recommendat ion would be to   ship  the  Spaniards  in  Our 

AS for the 0th rs, they  should be given SOE special   PJteCt . ion 
empty sh ips  t o  an American por t  for transshipment t 0 Mexico 

and  support and d e f i n i t e l y  no-t forced   in to  Corps f r a s  until 
the   po l i c i e s  of France-Afrique become  much  ,much c learer .  

Might I remind  you t h a t  we are  not  very  far  from  Emope 
here  and despi te  yay cond.itions word trave1s.OuI'  PPOteStatiOnS Will 
sound very  hollownindeed i f  there  are  people  here whose misery 
s tands   in   d readfu l   cont rad ic t ion  t o  US. 

Brief ly   here  i s  the   s i tua . l i  on--- 

SPANIARDS-- 

In Morocco some :wo2e thousand  are  working a t  Bou &fa 

memo) There  has been some improvement , in   these camps 
and Colomb Bechar  under f r igh t fu l   cond i t ions   ( s ee   a t t ached  

but   they  are  s t i l l  unspeakable. A t  Bou &fa l5here are 

capac i t ies  were widely  recognized  during  the w a r  in  
severa l   score^ of Republican  aviators whose technica l  

Spain.V%y should  they  not be employed as  pound  crews 
with o u r  a i r   f o r c e s  o r  sent   to   swel l   the   rank: 'of   the  
Mexican amy? 

In  Algeria(most1y in  the province of Oran)  there  are 
some 4000 Sp8niard.s  sufferin  various  kinds of 
internment ( s e e  attached. memo 7 
I n   t h e   j a i l s   t h e m   a r e  s t i l l  many. 

It i s  t o  be noted  that  Franco i s  asking f o r  Oran and fcr 
'much else  andthat   the  rogime h.ere ha t e s  aid fears  him. 
T h  y hate  his  opponents,the  Republicans,wi-~~roven more 

fervor.Per  aps  because' of  the  harm they t h e  Prench  have 
done t o  them.This they  the  French  can  never  forgive. 

ITALIANS AND GEF#IANS 

When not i n  j a i l  these  are  considered  suspect .In 
Algiers   af . ter  OUT t roops  arr ived  the  pol ice   arreste  d 

8 / 9 m h e  French a u t h o r i t i e s .   c a l l e d  upon a l l   : t a l i a n  
t h e   a n t i   f a s c i s t s   f i r s t a n d   t h e   f a s c i s t s  next.On  December 

c i t izens   to   p resent   themselves  t o  the  pol ice  and t o   s i g n  
an  oath of  loya l ty .  This o g t h  was t o  support   the  Etat  
Franca is  , as   aga ins  t the  former oa th  of 1940 which  spoke. 

- 
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Of the __I" Republique " . . f iancaise '  ". .,- .The I t a l i a n   f a s c i s t s  had. no qualms 
about  signing  .this.The  anti-fascists were l e s s  happy. 
J!Jore an t i - f a sc i s t s  have vbeen ar res ted  by the  police  since our 
a r r iva l   t han   f a sc i s t s  . O u r  forces  dent know t h e   d i f f e r e n c e  and  are 

the  real   danger.(Bttached a repor t  which I have not  had tme t o  
inc l ined  t o  share   the  French  pol ice  view thalh the   an t i - f a sc i s t sa re  

t rns la te ,go . t ten  up for  me by Ter rac in i ,  a f r iend  of Pacc iard i l s )  

the  bulk o f  them, should be  s&&vaged. now or  never.They  could 
become our  implacable  enemies. Are we sure   that  we wont need 
them ? 

I would go fu r the r  and  say  that  these peo le ,Spaniards   and  I ta l ians  2 
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