THE PROBIIM (F UCNOWNCRATION CAMPS IN MCROCGO

There were as of Wavember 7th avvroximately 4,000 neonle interned in the 14 camps
in Morecce., €f these meonle, wnractically all men, there are aporoximately 2,000 Span-—
iards, 40C Peles, 50 Ozechs, 500 English, verhaps 500 Jews of various nationalities,
and a scattered number of non—Jewish Russians, anti-~Nazi ex—Germane and Austrians, The
Spaunish are nearly all refugees from Republican Spain, and were rounded up into these
cemos by the French, The others are volitical refugses from the Axis powers, or were
interned by the French as & result of military ovmerations, Many of the men were in
France at the outbreak of the war in 1939 and voluntecred with the French armies, With
the fall of France they were sent to North Africa and as a reward for their voluntary
service in the defense of France they have been interned in these camps, many at fowcdd
laber under rather atrocious conditions, which still unfortunately persist in some
cases,

Tho coeming of the dnericans has naturally increcased the hooe of these men that
deliverance is immediately at hand and they have become restive. Most of the English
have already been released from the camns and the rest soon will be, The Poles consti-
tute no problem as they will be taken care of immediately by the Polish government,

The same will undoubtedly hold true for the Czechs, Many of the Pcles and Czechs will
join the military ferces, and there are American and other visas available for many of
the others for migratien, just a2s soon as transvortation is available, 3By the terms of
tle arrangement between the French government and Mexico most of the Snmanish could emi-
grate to Mexice once transportation is available. +his leaves then merely the antis-
Nazi ex—Cermans and Austrians, although many of them cnuld be absnrbed into a civilian
corpe attached to tke U.S. Army, as many of these men have smecial skill, being pro-
fessioral men, engineers and trained workmen. There have bosn some attempts by French
officials tn force some »f these men again to "volunteer" in the French Foreign Legion,
With their nast oxverience it is unlikely that any will do so and there is grave danger
that further attomots bty the French t» force them will nrovoke serinus incidents. All
of these circumstences and the long meriod of internment without adequatc food, cloth-
ing or medical attontion brings about a tension which may be the cause of scrious trous
ble; but by nromnt action now it is believed such trouble may be avoided with great goo.
for all -~ interneos, French and Americans,

Wiat would avrnear tn be the simnlest solution — namely to give them all their
freedom immediately - vprobably would cesusc confusion worse confounded as they would all
"flock to Casablanca and tle larger towns which arc in no position to recoive them all
at once due to already over-crowded conditions,

A suggostod program for handling this situation is given below:

1, Yoetify the cemns at once to keep gquiet — that they are rsceiving prompt atten
tion vut that watience will be required on their part mending working out details,

2. The men in the cemo of Berguent should be distributed among other camms and
the camm of Beirguent sunmressed due to its cconditions. (Dr. Wyss—Dunant, Delegate of
the Interrational Red Oross to North Africa recommendad last sammer the suvvression of
this campt but in defimnce of his recommendation the French suthorities have continued
this camou although the conditions have been somewhat {mnroved., )

3, Arrangements should be made as soon as nossible for most of the Smanish tea
emigrate to Mexico as mtlined wmreviously,

4, Remove tlr Poles and Czechs as soon as nossible as nreviously ~utlined,

5.' Arreange with the authnrities to handle those remaining after items 3 and 4,



caring for them under civil administration, or mnnssibly under some nrivate civil or—
ganization such as American Friends Service Committee.

€, If the French authorities arc unable to furnish adequate fnod sunnlies while
the peeple are still required t~ stay ir the camps, it is nf great imp-rtance if the
17 eould supvlement-present fecding to bring the frod sumwmly to the camps un to a
reasonable standasrd.

7. It weuld really helv enormously if the “mericans should sunénly certain
clothing te some of the most needy men while they still have tn remsin in the camps.
(The French amvarently have no clothing available.)

8, Prevars a list of all men not likely to join the armed forces nor likely to
emigrate soon, so that mlaces may be found for them, either as civilians emvloyed ty
the U.S. Army, or by the French industry in Morocco,

9, Camps should be visited as snon as mossible by a disinterested individual
so as to secure the coeomeratinn nf both French Authoritics and the Internees,

Noverber 24, 1942 ~— Lealie 0. Heath
ATSC Delegate to North Africs



