
Them were as o f  ibvember 7th  a?mroximately 4,000 oeoqle  interned  in  the 14 camps 
i n  Noracco. of t hese   ueon l s ,~   u rac t i ca l ly   a l l  men, there  are  auuroximately 2,000 Span- 
i a rds ,  4 0 G  Poles ,  50 Czechs, 500 English,  uerhaps 500 Jews of various na t iona l i t i e s ,  
and a scattered  nmber o f  non-Jewish Russians,  anti-Nazi ex-Germans and Austrians. 'The 
Snanish  are  nearly a l l  refugees from Reuublican  Snain,  and were  rounded up into  these 
camus by  the  French. The others   are   uol i t ical   refugees from the Axis Dowers, o r  were 
interned by the  French as 8 r e s u l t  of  mi l i t a ry  oDerations. Many of the men were in 
France at the  outbreak o f  tke war in 1939 and  voluxtecred with the  French  armies,  With 
t h e   f a l l  o f  f iance  they were sent t o  North Africa and as a re rard  f o r  their   voluntary 
serviss  in  the  defense  .of  France  they have  been interned in these camps, many a t  $wciid 
labor  d e r  rather  a t r o n i o u s  conditions, which still u n f o r t u a t e l y   p e r s i s t  in some 
cases. 

deliverance i s  immediately at 2-md  and they have become re s t iv s .  Most of-  the  Eflglish 
have already been released from the camns and the   r e s t  soon will be. The Poles  eonsti- 

The  same will undoubtedly  hold  true f o r  the Czechs. Ibay of the  poles and  Czechs w i l l  
t u t c  no uroblem as   they will be  taken  care o f  immediately  by the  Pol ish government. 

the  others  fer  migration, just as soon as trnnsnortation is available. By the  terms o f  
j o i n  the   mil i tary  forces ,  and there   a re  American and other  visas  available f o r  many of  

the arrarigement  between the Yrench government a.nd  MExico most o f  the  Soanish  could emi- 

N a z i  ex-Germns  and Austrians,  although many of  them could  be  absorbed  into a c i v i l i a n  
gra te  t o  Mexico once transuortation i s  available.   lhis  leaves  then  merely  the anti- 

corps  attached t o  tke U.S. Army, as  many of  these men have snecial  skil l ,  being uro- 
fess iona l  men, engineers and t ra ined workmen. There have bam some attemuts  by  French 
o f f i c i a l s  t q  force some qf these men again t o  "volunteer"  in  the  French  Foreign  Legion, 
With their   nast   cxuarience it i s  unl ikely that any w i l l  do s o  and there  is grave  danger 
tha t  fu r tho r  attorcots by tho French t o  f w c c  them will mrovokc sorious  incidents. All 
of thoso circumstances and t ho  long  ueriod o f  internmcnt without  adequato  food,  clnth-. 

blc;  but by nrnmnt act ion cow it i s  believed  such  trouble may be avoided  with  groat goo: 
ing o r  medical  attontion  brings about a tcnsion which may bo tho  cause of serious trouh 

f o r  a l l  - internoos,  French  and Americans. 

Tho coming o f  t ho  *moricans has naturally  incroasod  the hooe o f  these men that 

freodom immediatoly - urobably would ca,usc cqnfusion w o r m  COnfOLiIIdBd as they Would a l l  

at  oncc  due t o  already &or-crowded conditions. 

Wkat would auoaar t o  be the  simulost solution - namely t o  give them a l l  thc i r  

' f l ock  t o  Casablanca and the   l a rger  towns which a r c   i n  no uos i t ion  t o  roCOiv0 them a l l  

A suggsstod  program f o r  handl ing   th i s   s i tua t ion  is given below: 

1. Notify  the camm at once t o  keen quiet - tb.t they  are   receiving U r O W t  a t t o r ;  
t ion  But t k t  uatisnce will be required on t h e i r  Dart mending working out  de ta i l s .  

2. The  men in the cpmu of Bereent  should be d is t r ibu ted  among other camus and 
the  cmn of Beiguent  sunnressed due t o  i ts  conditions. (Dr. Wyss-Dunant, Delegate of 
the  1nterrlatioI;al Red Cross t o  ITorth Africa recommended last ammw the  sunuression of 
t h i s  emu: but  in  defiance o f  h i s  recommendation the  French  authorities ha,ve continued 
t h i s  camu although  the  conditiom have  been somewhat imnroved.) 

3. Arrangements should be made as soon as nossiblc f a r  most of the Swanish t o  
emigrate t o  Mexico as  outl ined  oreviously.  

4, Remove t2-r Poles and Czechs as soon a.6 oossible  as mreviously  mtlineji. 

5. ' ArraLlge with thG a.nthornities t o  handle  those  remaining  after  items 3 and 4, 



caring. f o r  them under c ivi l   adminis t ra t ion,  o r  nossibly under some F r i v a t e   c i v i l  or- 
ganization  such as American Friend-s  Service Committee. 

'6, If the French  a.uthorities 8.re unable t o  furnish adeq.uate  food  sunnlies  while 
the  aetiale  are s t i l l  required t n  Stay  in  the camas,. i t  i s  o f  great im?J-rtance if the 
BElF could sumleruent-present  feeding t n  br ing  the f n n d  auonly t o  the camw, un t o  a 
reasonable  standard. 

7. It W C ~ &  rea l ly   he la  enormously i f  the Hmericans should  sunnly  certain 
c lothing t o  some o f  the most needy men while  they st i l l  have t o  remair, i n  the camps. 
(Tie  French  amarently bavc no clothing  avai lable . )  

8. Praaare a l i s t  o f  a l l  men no t  l i k e l y  t o  join the armed forces  nor  1Skely t o  
emigrate  soon, so  that niaces may  be found f o r  therr, e i t he r  as c iv i l i ans  emnloyed ky 
the U.S. Army, o r  by the  French  industry  in Yorocco. 

9. Gemas should b o  v i s i t e d  a8 soon as Possible by a dis interested  individual  
s o  as to  secure  the  cooneration o f  both  French  Authorities and the  Internees. 

-- 2 c s l i e  0. Heath 
M S G  Delegate t o  North Africa 


