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General  SitWt%W.:. 
T ? ~ E  summary of the  condition o f  internment  cams i n  Worth Africa i s  based on the ""_ - 

very  excellent ser ies  of senarate  reoorts on eaah cam? v i s i t e d  by Dr. I f y s s - h a n t ,  Del- 
egate f o r  North dfrina, frcm the  Internat ional  Bed Cross at  Geneva. .Be is t o  be con- 
gratliLatQd en these  excvllent  rerorts.  These renorts  cover  nearly a l l  carnos where there  
are  foreign  internees,   al though  there was onc camn (Missour') i n  Morocco n o t  v i s i t e d  due 
t o  i t s  inaccess ib i l i ty  t h r o u g h  lack o f  transnortation.  Additional  information which I 

N o r t h  Africa  exclusively  for  French  nrisonars, many of whom are  believed t o  be there f n r  
have la ter   obtained i s  also included.  There  are a number o f  other  internment camps i n  

ool i t i ca l   reasons .  Very l i t t l e  i s  known about  these  cams  and  this  study makes no 
attemnt t o  ccvcr  thm.. 

Mcroccc, these  cmvs  are  in somc cases several hundred miles  anFrt.  There am amar- 
en t ly  about f o u r  thousand  interned i n  IMorccco, and a,t l e m t  t w o  thousan&  five hundred 
in  Algeria.  Thcsc f igures   a re ,  if anything, low, being h s e d  on data. col lected last 

the   a r r iva l  of  English  internees. It should A ~ S Q  bc clea.rly  understood that these fig- 
smmer.  (Sec  attached  tabulation.) To t h i s  has been add-od tho krrown increa.sc due t o  

ures are l i ab l e  t-o sudden increases as the   resu l t  of mil i tary  onerat ions,  s o  any r e a l  
annra isa l  of the  situation  should  count on a rather  largo  nrcbable  increase. Numeri- 

Mcrocco and Algeria.  Exit  visas from llorccco and .  d lgc r i a   a r e  now being  refused so that 
cal ly   thc  Soanish  arc   the most i w c r t a n t   i n   t h e  ce.mns, thcrc  being a t  l e a s t  3,000 i n  

condition by h a v i n g  f o r  thc Now World. Under Zresbnt  conditions all tha t  can be done 
thcre  i s  no ooncrtumity f o r  any  aonrecinblc number o f  these neo?dc t o  imnrovc t h o i r  

for  them i s  t o  nakc them as  comfortable am nossiblc  whcre thcy ace.  

cam?s i n  Mcrcccc,  and they  arc a l l  i n  one camn, S i d i  E l  Aya.ohi, about f i f t y  miles down 
the  coast  from ksablansa .  Without  gounting  the  rcccnt British arrivals  thcrc  arc  aboui 
f i f t y   c h i l d r c n  undcr  sixteen  years of agc,  most of  th.-m Snanish. It i s  honed .tha.t 

wgmcn exclusive  of- thc  Bri t ish.  It i s  a,lso hcocd nossiblc t o  havc tho Br i t i sh  women 
a.rrangcmcnts  can bo  xade t o  rcmcvc! the  Bri t ish  chi ldrcn.  Thcre are  anvroximatcly 75 

rcmovcd frcm thc camn bcforc t o o  long. A11 tho  Bri t ish  arc  und.er the  carc nf thc U.S. 
donsula.tc. 

Rc l i c f   dmnc ics   i n   t l i c -Fm:  

mcntioncd,  thc  British  arc  undcr  tho cam o f  the U,S. Consulate, as rcnrescnting Brit- 
Thore a r c  a numbcr o f  agcncics  doing a l l  thoy can t o  aid  the  intrrncos.  As just 

ab le  t o  aid uo l i s l i  intcrnacs,   the  chief  difficulty  bcing t g  f ind  c lothing which  can  be 
ish in tc ros t s .  Count Czanski  heads a Polish agcncy  which has somc l imitcd funds avail-  

nurchasod with thcsc  funds.  count  Czaoski hm bccn quite  successful  in  nersuading  thc 

nrovided  thc o o c n l ~ .  are  not  Jewish.  Thcrc i s  a Norwegian rcorescntativc  hcrc  with fund 
aa tho r i t i c s  t o  ncrtr.it h i s  nccolc t o  leave tho  cam? for  .jobs which  he has found for  thcm 

t o  d i s t r ibu te  t o  h is  accmlc but  in numerous ' c a scs   h i s   d i f f i cu l ty   a l so   i s  t o  f i nd  sup- 
? l i e s  which  can  bc  purcha.sed. The Cecchs havc a rovrcsontativc  hcrc a l s o  with funds, 
subjcct t o  tho samc l imi ta t ions .  The Jcwish Committees rcnresontcd by Mr. Octtingor 
and Mmc Benatar ha,ve done snlendid work for  a l l  na,tirinalitics of Jcwish  origin,  aa.rti- 
cu l a r ly  i n  in.mipaticn.  !kc  Snanish have a. reorosentative  hcre  but he ham  no f b d s  t o  

Higraticn  Servico, is doing  snlendid work,, ovcmting  with  the Region Civilc;  She snend 
aid  his   oeoolc   in   the camps. Mademoiselle  Marin-gkancereile, of the  International 

several  days kc. 0, week in  n camn, bcoqming thcrougbly  acquhinted with conflitions in  
t h i s  way,, Shc makes these  vis i ts   a lone and with the   noorcs t   t ransnor ta t ion   fac i l i t i es  
inaginablc, Working in  this way  und.cr these  conditions  requires  not  only marked nhys- 
i c a l  endurance  but a. great amount of courage  and  dovoticn. Dr. Wyss-Dunant's r e m r t s  
sneak f o r  thezselves, 

" 

In Morocco there   are  a,t oresent  fourtecn  cams nnd at  lcas t   f ive   in   Alkcr ia ,  In 

6n fa.r as i s  known a,t qrcsent  thcre  are  only a few womcn and children in  thcso 



G a x p  Ccnditicns: 
The cqndi t ions  in   different  camus vary enormously hnd na.turally deoend t o  a yevy 

la,rge  extent on the   a t t i t ude  7f t he   l oca l  cAmmandant. -The  general  &eater  scarcity o f  
food,  clnthing and othcr  sunnlies is b o u n a t o  be ref lected  in   the  condi t ion o f  the camub 

the  atmosaherc o f  the  country  in which they  exif i t .   Firs t ,  this is a country which has 
In considering  these camn reuorts  it must bo c lear ly  hotno i n  mind a t  a l l  times 

l n s t  a war--with all that imulics under modern conditicns. There is 8. continuous  in- 
tense  oreasme f o r  fur ther  economic, n e l i t i c a l ,  moral and arobably  mflitary  concessions. 

mater ia ls  and now manoowcr: and on the  othcr hand the   a l l i ed  blockade  has  nractically 
On the one hand,  France ha3 been systcmaticdly  drained o f  foodstuffs o f  a l l  kinds, 

comnleted the  naralysis  o f  w h a t  l i t t l e  n a r t  o f  normal  economic a c t i v i t y  might  have sur- 

Afr.ica,  esbecially  Algeria, 
v i v d  tho  othcr  exactions. l'lmse same conditions  annly.tn a large  extent t o  North 

h r t h e m o r a  i t  must be rea l ized  that living  standards  in North Afr ica   a re ,  even 
i n  normal  times, much lower  than  those in America. 

Hcwevcr, evcn a f t o r  making all duc allowances  there  arc  surely  ccnditions i n  
certa.in cmqs which a rc  simnllr atrocious and should be to lc ra tcd  nowhere. Through Dr. 
Wyss-I!unaot's e f f o r t s  onc cam? was abolished, an?. the North b o o c a n s  i n  a a e r t i c u l a r l y  
hot camu were t ransferred t ?  a ,nothr  whore t h e   c l i m t i c   c m a i t i o n s  wcre mcre l ike  theso 

atrocious camo, B c r w n t ,  w%csc nrmulation i s  exclusively  Jewish. His recommendations 
t o  which thoy wcro accustomed. Dr .  Wyss-Dunant a l s n  requestad  the abo l i t i on  o f  a m o s t  

were net  only  disrcgarded,  but  there a.rc rc-oorts that n l m s   a r c  underway f o r  moving 
th i s  camn t o  an even mcro intolerable  location. D r .  Wyss-.Dunant i s  t o  makc fur ther  
reorcsentat icns  i n  Rabat i n  an   c f fe r t  t o  havc th i s  camn Ft.bclished before  winter sots 
in. It i s  roccmmondcd that the  separate  re?ort  on Xergucnt be carefully  studied. 

ing me, vmula tcd   n r ins ipa l ly  bp Soaniards a,nd i s  bad - perhaos as ba.d as Berment. 

therc  is no govcrnment t o  look out  f o r  them and no ccmmittcc suml ied  with adequate 
funds t o  give  aid evon t n  tkm most necdy. 

Dunant's survey was made in   the  summer. Greater   scarci t ies  are  bound t o  show in   the  

E l  Aya,chi, where the food  conditions  are  certainly  ucorcr.  Acetylene  fqmCrly used 
camvs as wcll as in  the  general  community. This is vory  definitely  the  case at S i d i  

t he re   f e r   l i gh t ing  no lcngcr   exis ts .  The sumly o f  calcium  carbide, f o r  ?Jrcducing 
acetylene, i s  deolctcd: a,nd this o robab ly   and ie s   t c  many other camns. There i s  no 
oil f o r  iamos  and thorcare few, i f  any,  cnndlcs. Fcw cmus have e l ec t r i c i ty .  With  thi: 
sudden a r r i v a l  of the Brit ish,  e n t i r e l y   d e s t i t u t e ,  at S i d i  El Ayachi, blankets were 
taken f rom somc of the  long  esta.blishcd  residents of tilo e~mc ,  and very  vrcuerly  given 
t o  the British; but  thcy were not  rcvlaced. Tho local  Jcwish Committee has succeodod 
i n  n u r c h s i n g  a few native  blankets at  a very  high  arice t n  hela   re l ieve  the s i t ua t ion -  

One qu i t e   i n t e re s t lng   o ro j ec t  is thc  school at  S i d i  E l  dyachi,  orcsided  over  by 
Ruth Lueck with Lili Heinemmn asd  cther,voluntccrs,.,  I enclose  ohotogaohs showing 
the  childrcn and Ruth Lucsk (dressed i n  black) a,t thc  time  that  General Nogues v i s i t e d  
the ca,mn  somc months ago. This. was orobably when tho c8.mo was at i t s  bcst .  

Missour,  tho  cam  which.was  not  visited i s ,  according t o  the  informaticn  reach- 

Of a l l  tho  nat ional i t ies   interned,   the   Suanish  are   ncrhaos  the  wcrst 'cff ,  as 

In  general ,   conditicns  in  these c m ~ s  havc nrobably  dctcricrntcd  since  Dr.,l '/yss- 

Medicad AttentLoA: 

with  differcnt  cam-os. h e  ?oint tk?t he makcs, and one which 1 h v c  heard  reneatcd e l <  
whcrc many ti.mcs, i s  that men are  frcquentlp  not  given  nrooer  at tention and  considor- 
a t ion  uxtil tkcy  are  very  seriously ill, when i t  i s  ncrkaos  toc  late.  I am continuall; 
arrazcd t o  f ind  not that there  a.rc many cases of i l lness ,   but  that tho cam-os aro  not 
Antirely  decimated by outbreaks Qf malaria,  dysentery and. other cuidomic diseases. The 

but  there  are no adequate  su-onlics t o  ccoc with any  widcsorcad  outbreaks of amoebic 
Casablaca   Pas teur   Ins t i tu te  is orenmod t o  SUonly a ce r t a in  m o u n t  of t p h u s  ?ra,cciney 

dysentery, malaria o r  nlaguc.  In mmy camx  there   a re   n rac t ica l ly  no medical  supnliee 
The lack of sulvka drugs i s  also most serious.  Agein, a l l  such   suml ies  must come fro!: 

As will bo sccn by Dr. VJyss-.Dunantts rcnorts ,  modicnl a t ton t ion   var ics   g rca t ly  



e. 

- x -  

America. Madam5 du L u a r t  has  endeavored t o  aunnly a hosqi ta l   service t o  some of the 
camns, but due t o  a. lack o,f gasoline and medical  sumlies I do not know  how effect ive 
i t  can  be. 

Anti-Jewish  Sentiment! 

also  ovidcnt  in  the  cams.  nerguent i s  an examDle where anorcximatcly 90$ of thc men 
are  ox-voluntcers frcm the  French Army.  Th,cy are  ill clad and subjected t o  the m o s t  
sevcrc . r igors  of hoat and c o l d .  with  whclly  inadequate  shelter and are  without comforts 
of any  kind.  Recently when,  one of them was offered a job  as a, baker at  Rabat  the  author 

Frenchman intcrvoned on behalf of t h i s  man  on the  basis   thnt   this  man had volunteered 
i t i e s   r e fused  t o  l e t  him take it am he was.a Jew. A very  inf luent ia l  and well-known 

and  fought  for  fia.nce:  but  the o l ea  was refused and the boy had t o  re turn  t o  the cans. 

bias;   but a short time  ago when the local  Jewish Committee entered a mild  nrctest   wi th  
the camn maragcment kgainst  the lower q ,ml i ty  of the  food,  they were threatened  with  the 
statement  that all , the  Jews would 'be sent t o  Bergucnt u n l e s s  nrotcsts  ceased. The Xlng-3 
l i s h  uDon t h e i r   a r r i v a l  w9re to ld  t o  keea away froin tho f e l t  o f  the   res idents ,  who were 
dcscribed as "Jews  and Bolsheviks." A seoarate  school  for  thc  English  children i s  
nlmned as well as a, scua.l*kte cantine. 

Anti-Jnwish  scntimcnt i n  Norocco i s  regretably on tho  increase, and of coupge is  

UD b n t i i   r e c e n t l y   S i d i  E l  Ayachi hb.d been anoarently  free from any anti-Jewish 

Work for  Friends  Serviqal 

Assistancc k n s  alreadg bcen  given i n  a number of snecial  cases at s i d i  E l  Ayachi 
and  elsewkcre, where cash will nurchase  nccdcd  additional  food o r  Clothing: or  other 
sundies .   This  t p o  of  ass is tance can and.  w i l l  bo extended a s  we become be t t e r  a c  
quaintcd wi th  the  nceds of the  different  camns and the  local  resources.  

nromotly.as  Dossihlci Vc should have been a t  t h i s  tnrork at leas* a year ago, 
The groat nccd for clothing can be met only by largc  shiuments from h c r i c a  as 

This samc s i tua t ion  a l s o  a?mlies i n  the  casc of medical  suunlics, 
Whilo.roqucsts havo alrcady bcen madc f o r  clothing and a cer ta in  amount of  medi- 

cal   suunl ics ,  a furtiler more soecif ic   rcqucst  f o r  ad.ditiona.1  itoms will bo forwardod 
t o  Philadelohia  following  tho  next  conference which I have with Dr. Wyss-Dunant i n  
annroximatcly t w o  weeks, The needs will bc much c learer   a f te r  he has a ccnfcrence  with 
tho  authori t ios   both.   a t  Algicrs and at Rabat. Wc sbmll know then   def in i tc lp  what: they 
ca.n and/or w i l l  do: and we can then sei) how  much of tho l c a d  must be carr iod by other 

a t tent ion.  
agoncios  if  thc  ncods of thcsc  unfortunate nconle a r c  t o  hme  nngthing  like  adeqtmte 

-- Lesl ie  0. Heath 
AYSC Delegate t o  Worth Afrioa 



C A W S  IN MORCCC@ 

Ell Ayachi 
Ouud Zcm 
Misscur 
Borgucnt 

Fcum de Flah 
Im Fout 

Bou &fa 
Colcmb-Bechar (22) 
Colomb-Bochar (21) 
hnabba  
Picngcub 
eucd Akrcuch 
D jcrrada 
Moulay-Bouazza 
S c t t a t  

S i m o   t h c   f i y r  

Totnl 
288 
215 

7 
155 
264 

818 
37 

112 

120 
747 

38 
1oc 
152 

56 
2r5  - 

3,  357 

‘es wcrc 

? 
‘ 7  

7 7 
7 7 

7 
155 .- 

7 
1 

‘I 

694 
7 ? 
7 

7 
7 

696 
115 

7 ? 
? 

? 
P 

7 7 
? ? 7 

145 7 1 
(rcmcvcd to other camps) 

- 

97 ‘ 7  

g r o u a  arrivcd,  survivors of  R tornedccd  shin.  Their t o t a l  
i s  a.nnroximatoly 600. 

com?Jilcd a. Br i t i sh   po l i sh  

Kencdza 
D j d f a  
Berr ouaghia 

Bcghar 
Colcmb~Bcchar 

899 
600 

205 
80 

280 
444 

300 
152 93 

7 

33 17 1 
20 5 I .. 

.“g& 340 20- 40 
2,185 1,097 489 699 

an  addition o f  scvoral hundrod Br i t i sh  t o  tho A1gcria.n Camm. 
Bins0  thcsc  figuros ham? bocn comailcd  thcso  has bocn 

bctwccn thc sum of tho  Snaniards, JCWS and Polcs ,  and  tho totals. 
In  a l l  camus, othor   na t icna l i t i cs  makc urn thc  diffcrcnce 

- .  


