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Casablanca, Nov, 7, 1942

o IN NORTH AFRICA

ar S lent

Thig summary of the condition of internment camms in North Africa is based on the
very excellent seriss of senarate revorts on each camn visited by Dr. Wyss=Dunant, Del~
egate for North Africa, frem the International Red Cross at Geneva, He is to be con-
gratulated en thess excsllent revorts, These remorts cnver nearly all camos where thers
are foreign internees, although there was nnc csmm (Missour) in Morocen not visited due
tn its inaccessibility through lack of transnortation. Additional information whieh I
have later obtained is also included. There are a number of other internment campg in
North Africe exclusively for French nrisoners, many of whom are believed to be there for
nolitical reasons, Very little is known about these camms and this study mekes no
attemmt to cover them,

In Moroceo there are at mresent fourteen camms and at lcast five in Algeria, In
Morocco, these camns are in some cases several hundred miles anart, There are apmar—
ently about four thoussnd interncd in Morocco, and at lecst two thousand five hundred
in Algeria., Thesc figures are, if anything, low, being based on data collected last
summer, (See attached tabulatinn.) To this has been added the kmown incressc due to
the arrival of English internees, It should alsn be clearly understood that these fig-
ures are liable to sudden incrcases as the result nf military omerations, so any real
avnralsal of the situation should count on a rather large mrobable increase, Numeri-
cally the Svenish are the most imvortant in the cemms, therc being at leoast 3,000 in
Moroceo and Algeria, Exit visasg from larocco and #lgeria are now being refused so that
there is no oovortunity for any anmreciable number of these neonle to imowrove their
condition by leaving for the New World., Under nrestnt conditions all that can be dnne
for them is to makc them as comfortable as mnssible where thoy are.

B0 for as is known at nresent there are nnly a few womon and children in these
camms in Morocco, and they arc all in one camn, Sidi El Ayschi, about fifty miles down
the coast from Casablanca., Without eounting the rccent British arrivals therc are aboui
fifty children under sixtcen years of age, most nf thom Svanish, It is honed that
srrengoments can be made to remove the British children. There are avnroximately 75
women cxclusive of the British, It is also honed nossible to have the British women
romovod from tlkc camm before too long. All the British arc under the carc of the U.S,
Consulato,

Rellef Agencics in the Field:

There arc o number of ageoncics dning all thoy ean to aid the intornces. 4s just
mentioned, the Britiskh arc under the carc of the U.S. Consulate, ag reorescenting Brit--
ish intercsts. Count Czewski hcads a Polish agency which has some limited funds avail-
able to aid Polish internees, the chicf difficulty being to find clothing which can be
murchascd with these funds., Count Czanski has been guite successful in mersuading the
suthoritios to wermit his meoonle to leave the camn for jobs which he has found for theom
orovided the nmeonle sre not Jewish, Thero is a Norwegian rooresentative here with fund
to distribute to his peonle but in numerous cases his difficulty also is to find sun—
nlies which can be nurchased. The Czechs have a ronrescntative herc also with funds,
subject to the samo limitations., The Jowish Committees renrescnted by Mr, Ccttinger
and Mmo Benatar have dono snlendid work for all natinnalitics of Jowish origin, parti-
cularly in immigration, The Spanish have o revroeentative hore but he has no funds %o
aid his meoolc in the camps, Mademoiselle Marin-—ORancerelle, of the Intecrnational
Migration Service, is doing snlendid work, oncrating with the Region Civile; She svend
several days &0 o woek in a camn, beerming thoroughly acquainted with conditions in
this way, She mekes these visits alone and with the moorest transvortation facilities
iraginable. Working in this way under these conditions requires not only marked nhys-
ical endurance dut s great amount of courage end devotion. Dr, Wyse~Dunant's reports
sneak for thewselves,
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Caxp Conditiens:
The conditicrng in different camvs vary ennrmously and naturallv devend tn a yery

large extent on the attitude »f the 1local commandant, The general greatcr scarcity of
fnod, clnthing and nther suonlies is bound tn be reflected in the conditinn of the camvoe

In considering these camn revorts it must be clearly bornp in mind at all times
the atmngpherc nf the country in which they exist, Firset, this is a cruntry whieh has
1nst a wer--with all that imolies under modern conditions. There is a continuous in-
tense mressure for further economic, molitical, mearal and ornobably military concessions,
On the one hand, France hag been systematically drained of foodegtuffs of all kinds,
materials and now mannower; and on the othcr hand the allied blockade has vractically
enmnleted the naralysis of what little wart nf normal economic activity might have sur-
vived the other oxactimns. These same conditions amnly to a large extent to North
Africa, esbeecially Algeria,

Furthermora it must be recalized that living standards in North Africa arc, even
in normal times, much lower than those in America,

Howevor, ovon after making all duc allowances there arc surcly cond1tinns in
certain camns W“lCL arc simmly atrncinus and should be tolerated nowhere, Through Dr,
Wyss-DPunant's offorts onc camn was abolished, snd the lNorth Furoveans in a varticularly
Lhot camo werce transforred to another whore the climetic eonditions were more like those
to whick thoy were accustomed, Dr, Wyss-Dunant also requested the abolition of a most
atrocious camp, Berguent, whosc movulation is cxclusively Jowisk, His recommendations
were not only disrcgerded, but there arc renorts thet nlans are underway for moving
this camn to an cven more intolerable location, Dr, Wyss-Dunant is to make further
reoresentations in Rabat in an coffort to have this camo abolished beforc winter sote
in, It is recommended that the separste renmort on Bergucnt be carcfully studiod,

Missour, the cam which was not visited is, according to the information reach-—
ing mc, monulated nrincivally by Svaniards and is bad —~ verhavs as bad as Berguent,

6f all the natinnalities interncd, the Svanish arc merhans the worst off, as
there is no gonvernment to lonok out for thcm and nn committce sunnlied with adoquatc
funds to give aid ecven tn the most ncedy,

In goneral, conditions in theso camms have nrobably deterioratced since Dr, Wyss-
Dunant's survey was made in the summer, OGreater scarcities are bound to show in the
camms as well as in the general community. This is very definitely the casc at S5idi
Bl Ayachi, wheorc the food conditions are certainly ooorer. Acctylenc formerly used
therec for lighting no longer exists, The sunmly of calcium carbide, for vroducing
acetylene, is denleted; and this wrobably annlics to many other camns, There is no
pil for lamns and thercare fow, if eny, candles, Fow camos have electricity, With the
sudden arrival of the British, ontirely destitute, at 5idi E1l Ayachi, blankets were
taken from some of the long establishod residents of the camm, and very mroverly given
to the Britishy but they were not renlaced, The lncal Jowish Committee has suocceeded
in nurchkasing a fow native blankots at a very high price t» helvo relieve the situation.

One guite interesting project is the schoonl at Sidi El Ayachi, mreosided over by
Ruth Tueck with Liili Hoinemann and other wvolunteers. I enclosc mhotogranhs showing
the children and Buth ILucsk (dressed in black) at the time that General Nogues visited
the camn somc months agn, This was »robably whon the camm was at its bost.

Medical Attontion?

As will %c scon by Dr, Wyss-Dunant's remorts, medical attention varics greatly
with differcnt cemms., One moint that he makes, and one which I have heard rencated cl;
wherc many times, is thet mon are frequontly not given wrover attention and c-nsider-
ation until thcy are very seriously ill, when it is verhavs tno late, I am continuall:
arazcd tn find nnt that there arc many cases of illness, but that the camms arc not
entircly docimated by outbreaks nf melaria, dysentery and other evidemic discases, The
Casablanca Pastceur Institute is wrovered tn sumnly a certain amount of tynhus vaccine:
vut thore are no adeguate sunmlics to cone with any widesnread outbreaks of amosbic
dysentery, malaria or vlague., In meny camns therc arc nractically no medical supnlice.
The lack of sulvha drugs is also most serious. Again, all such sunmlics must come frou
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America. Madam» du Iuart has endeavored to aumnly a hosmital service to some of the
camps, but due to a lack of gasoline and medical sunnlies I do not know how effective
it can be.

Anti~Jewish Sentiment:

Anti~Tewish sentiment in Morooco is regretably on the increase, and of course is
also ovident in the camps. Dorguent is an examole where aporoximately 90% of the men
ara ex-voluntcers frem the French Army, They are ill clad and subjected to the most
sevore rigors of heat and c¢old with whelly inadcquate shelter and are without comforts
of any kind., Recently when one nf them was offered a job as a baker at Rabat the author
ities refused to let him take it as he was.e Jew., A very influential and well-known
Frenchman intervened on bshalf of this man on the basis that this man had volunteered
and fought for France: but the plea was refused and the boy had to return to the camv,

Uo tntil recently Sidi Tl Ayachi Lbd been avparently free from any anti-Jewish
bias; but a short time ago when the local Jewish Committoe entered a mild nrotest with
the camn maragement bgainst the lower quality of tke food, they were threatened with the
statement that all the Jews would be sent to Bergucnt unless mrotests cecased., The Fng-
lish woon their arrival were told to keev away from the reat of the residents, who were
doscribed as "Jews and Bolsheviks." A soparate school for the English children is
nlanned as well as a separate cantine,

Work for Fricnds Service!

Assistance kas already been given in a number of snecial cases at Sidi El Ayachi
and. elsewkere, where cash will nurchase nceded additional fnod or c¢lothing or other
sunnlics, This tvoe of assistance can and will be extended as we become better ac—
guainted with the nceds of the different camms and the local resources,

The great nced for clothing can be met only by large shipments from America as
nromotly as possiblei We should have been at this work at lecast a year ago,

This samc situation also apnlics in the casc of medical supnlics.

While reoquests have alrcady been made for clothing and a certain amouwnt of medi-
cal supnlics, a further more svecific request for additional items will be forwarded
to Philadelohia following the next conference which I have with Dr, Wyse-Dunant in
annroximatoly two woeks. The nceds will be much clearer after he has a conference with
the authoritios botk at Algiers and at Rabat. We shall know then definitely what they
cen and/or will do; and we can then sce how much of the lcad must be carried by nther
agoncics if the nceds of thesc unfortunate meonle are to have anything like adequate
attention,

- Leslic O, Heath
A¥SC Delegatc to North Africa



CAMPS IN MORECCH

Total Spaniards Jews Poles
Bl Ayachi 288 86 7 7
Ouasd Zem 215 7 ? ?
Missour ? =2 ? ?
Borguent 155 - 155 -
Im Fout 264 ? ? ?
Foum de Flah a7 ? 7 ?
Bou Arfa 818 694 ? ?
Colomb—Bechar (22) 112 o7 ? ?
Colomb—Bechar (21) 747 696 ? ?
Fonabba 120 115 ? I3
Mengoub 38 ? ? 7
€uod Akreouch 10C i b ?
Djeorrada 192 145 ? 7
Moulay-Bouazza 56 (romoved to other camps)
Sottat 2E5 ? ? ?

3,357 1,838

Simce the figures werc compiled a British Polish
group arrived, surviveors of a tornmedoed shin, Their total
is aonroximately 600,

CAMPS IN ALGERTA

v Total Spaniards Jows Poleg
Kenedza 600 280 300 ?
Djielfa 899 444 152 93
Berrouaghie 80 33 17 1
Colomh~Bechar 205 - - 205
Boghar 401 340 20 _4c
2,185 1,097 489 699

Binee thosc figurrs hav~ heon comniled therec has been
an addition of soveral hundrod British to the Algerien Camps.

In all camps, other nationalitics make un the diffcreonce
between the sum of the Snaniards, Jews and Poles, and the totals,



