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EPAEISE BEWGIES IN NORTH AFRICA ?RQBIEH !

: : ANTECEDENTS
When the spanish civil war énded in March 1939 some thousand: of
ropublieana succeeded in reaching ‘the korth African coast, some in Bri-
tish vessels. others in spanish fiahing boats. Oran was the port where
the largest number of these fugitives arrived. A certain number of aviae-
tors also arrived with their machines at Algerian aerodromes. The number
of persons arriving in Algeria is estimated at seven thousand:. To this
figure requirea to be added about four thousand arriving at Bizerta fow-
llowing on the evacuation of the republican fleet which had laft'. Cartae
gena with civiliems also on board. - '
B The trsnsfer to Algeria end French Morocco of a larger number of -
. sparfiards who hed taken refuge in France after the evacuation of Catalu=
—~ fia by tho republican srmy increased the number of axiles in Horth Africa. ’
- Oran was the town when the largest number went.From the beginning of the
war republicans resident in the spanish zome of Morocco came to Casablen-
ca in large ‘number and when the confliet ended, those reaident in Tane
gier alsq came to Casablanca . -
 Besides those who had releations in French Horoero (many of them
already french nationality) and who had been able to get released. The
othera, the great majority, were sent to concentration camps, of which
the prineipal were Boghar, Cherchell, Boghari (departement of &1giera)
and Oran . Ralism and AIn-el-Turck (department of Oran),
e On the Bu.ggeation of :l'renoh uilitsry euthorities, many of these
who wem interned in the concentration camps enrolled in the Foreign Le-
gion with a wiew to avoid staying in these camps. Aa a metter of fact
when these lest were demobiliged from the Legion on the oceasion of sig-
ni.ng of tha rrmeo-geman armistice, they were taken to labour camps
then nlready organized and it was possible to see in these labour camps
_veterm dcooratad at Narwlk wlwse sole reward was to be taken to the
africen desert, : - -
e L] not take long for the french a.nthorities to dee:l.de tn in-
corporate this meRkxkexwxsissx mass of emigrants which the economy of
the comntry oould well have abuor‘hed usefully, in to cﬂmpaniea of labou~
rers rho ware sent to meke roads in the department of ﬂmtantine and
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also to Bou Arfa to be employed in the construction o:f' the Transaharien
Railway, public works which could not have been madertaken owing to the
lack of native labour. Three thousend spaniards were takep to the boun-
deries of the Sahara, to work under dreadful cond.it:l.ons, far from any
inhebited spot, lodged in tents,without water and mﬁficiem: food, ha-
ving to live in atmospheric conditions where the daily temPera.ture va-
ried from under zero to seventy degrees in the sun m&\ﬁthout any -
consideration for the undreds of them who by & reaaon of acmiemio dis=
tinetions, university studies or technical professional aape,city meri-
ted & fate other than tha.t of manipulating a pick and shovel for which
they received as remuneration one freme fifty per da;r (fr. 1,50).

The railww line from Bou Arfa to Kenadze is the result of this
tiring work, ten end more hours ‘per day,’ to which were suhjec’ted for
many wonths ingeneers, lawyers, Jjudges, ctors, writera, professional.
soldiers of all ranks, skilled metal workers from» the heavy and we,r ine
dustries, workmen from every branch of labour who | would. ha.ve been bet-
ter employed in work nore ju['ing to their specia.l capaeities and prof'é‘s-
sional knowledge. - : N

Later a cextain number of labourers were called upon to work in
the mines of Djerads end Kenadza and to complete the first portion of
the sbove mentioned railway. Meny of the 1abourers from Bou.\lrfa and
also 001¢mb Becha.r were sent to AIm Fout near Betta.t to gonstruct a
dem, very hard work even for those used to manual }.abo*ur o

 Let us leave aside penalties inflieted. on our aompatnidats -and the
barbarous end injust ptmishment to which they were subj ected \'by their
guards moors and senegaleses. The inagnities sufferéd by \those ‘who were
sent to the Disciplinary battalions of Foun Doufle fp::- slight faults
of discipline or for having tried to escape were sccf)rﬁ;ing ¥Q what we
have heard worse then those in the concentration c\e,mps lin. Germa.ny. e

In due course and as the work was going . '_ wE On aud. qualified
men wera required meny of those who had special edge, metal work-_
ers builders of tractors and motor vehicula, carpe:mt e:rsa, etc were

placed in better remynerated posts end at presemt 'hhose work:lng as mere

labourers are not large in number, as soon as they grera takeh from me=-

‘nial tasks and given posts which were ‘better remmeration they wisa

premiunm varaying between 16 a.nd 20 :rrancs per da;r. \ =4
m Mexigo Uity a body was set up with a wiew to helping spenish

repuhlioan imm:lgrants end and agreement with the K[exiban gbvemment
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»this body begen to organize shipmenmts . . to tha Cruz end to teke ad-

vantage of the good will of the portuguese companies who offered to
send them vessels to Casablanca to take spenish immigrants to Vera Crusz.
¥rom kovember of last year two chartered boats and five partially char-
tered boats evacuated some three thousana spaniards residents in France,
Algeria, Tunisia and lorocco. A certain number of theae immig:ants wers
taken from concentration camps. A

2 PRESENT POSITION

aa working conditions in the camps at Bou Arfa and Colomb Bechar
became better owing to the encreased work, it was noted that labourers
were placed in better posts and were better treated no doubt due to the
examplary behaviour of the spaniards who more than once deserved praisa
from their chiefs. At the present moment there are some two thousend |
internés'wnrking not only in the above mentioned places but also in the
mines of Djerada and Kenadza, on the dam at ATm Fout and at Settat.

There is besides a rest and convalescent camp at Cued-el-ikreuch
(Rebat) where convalescents are sent from the labour cemps. The majority
come from Alm Fout suffering from Halavia.

There is also an internment camp at Sidi—el~ayachi (azemmour) where
the internies do not work as they are composed of those unfit for ma-
nusl lahour a&nd womern and children., The. treatmen &nd food are relaxi-
vely good.

opecisl attentiun as called to the internment campa at Missour(no-
rocon) and Djelfa (Algeria), where are sent these termed "dengerous”,

‘the conditions of living in these camps are really horrible specially
-in the latter . There is also at Berrouaghia(Algierg an other colony of

refugies "dangerous” to a lesser degree. It requires to be noted that
the denunciation by any evil-intentioned person is sufficient reason

~ for the authorities to send to such camps those alleged or to be dis-
 turbing public order. : '

Attention is also to be drawn to the largar numhar of political
prisonars wha are ‘imprisoned in the jails at Qran,Aalgiers. Casablanaa
and Fort Lgauxey. Implicated in supposed plots against the security of
the State, they have been conderned to severe sentenoes. There are more

- then one hundred spanishvictims of the wave of’politiaal reaction which

eneny elements of the United nations has unchained 1n.korth.Africa.
There st111 ramains in Maritime prison at Casablanca six immigrants
who were arrested at the port when they were endeavnuring to leave fbr



Gibraltar in a fishtng-boat Tha arrest took place last Hay and the Te-

'fugies have not yet been judged. Prior to this two other lots of spa-

nisrds succeeded in leaving for Gibraltar from Cassblanca and Fedals.
They are all working in the arsenal or form part of crews of vessels
in the British marine marchant service. ‘

In Casablanca and in the surroundings district a large number of
spanish inmigrants live clandestinly, made up of those who have succee-
ded in getting swey from the concentration camps or who remain hidden
in order not to be taken to such cemps. The majority follow agricultural |
pursuits and having no papers of identity may be considered outlaws.
Besides the cemps already mention are others at Suzzoni-Boghari (Algiers)
ard Saida (Orsn) where the internees are cmprised of theose over forty
éight of age snd those unfit for work.

The lsbour cemps which sénce their formgtion 1939 shortly before
the war broke outhad an essentislly military character when the armisti-
ce was sign they were reorganized they passed under the control of the

Direction de la Production Industrielle at Rabat. There remained at dis-

pesal of asuthorities the military personel demobilised and these kept
many of the old military characteristics such as the discipline and ore
genisetion. Today they constitute two large groups "Bou Arfa" and "Co-
lomb'Baohar“. Under the control of the D. P. I. and include the perso-
nel which used to work in Algerisn territory. The D. P. I. furnished

- workers to enterprises like the Transeharien Railway, Mining compenies

and others which utilised this cheap labour seeing they were not oblie
ged to pay their legal wages. In these exceptional cases where a spa-
niard obtains e contrect for working out side the camps {only specially
aqualified men obtained approval for this) the worker are not quite free
but as detached end still under the control of the manegement of the
B{ P. I. to whose authority be remains subjected his prioeipals pay to
the said organisstion a defly premium of twenty franes.

Parenthbtically, doubtless in view of the old militsry character

‘of these labour groups and for some reason unknown, those who escape

from the camps arrested by the police and put et the disposal at the mi-
litary suthorities at Casablanca. The general in coumand at Casablanca
orders their transfer to Bou Arfa on arrival they are sent te a disci-
plinary battalion. ' |
| WEAT THE POLITICAL EMICRANTS WANT
The occupation of North Africa by the liberating forces has been
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'mellcomadw1th great joy by the spanish pplltlcal emlgrantsﬁho consider
that the presence of the americans herg to liberate the country from a
possible nazi menace might alse put an end to the antijuridical and ine
hunan situation to which for so long they themselves have been aubjected.

If whetn the war broke out there was some motive for mobilising po-
litical exiles, once the armistice was signed the treatment that was
- being meted out to them contrery to the most elementary rules of Interu
naticpel law ought not to have been continued.suhaequent]y.

Their liberation will offset to some extent the great injustice
inflicted on our numerous compatriots and will be a clear demonstration
of the fact that the prineciples for which the generous american nation
end her allies ere fighting are applicables wherever her armies triumph
over the enemies of Liberty and Rights -

The very illiuvstrious President Roosevelt recently proelamed that
political prisoners in North 4frica will be liberated. The spenierds
republicen who for nmore then three years have been deprived of their
liberty in africen lsbour camps, those detained in Missour esnd Djelfa,

_ those who lie in jeils for supposed political offenses, these who can
not work in day light and who hide themselves ag if they were delinquents
trust that they will be free men again and are sure of cbtaining through
the intervention of the smericen auxhorities the splendid realisation

of what they legimately hope for.

. With erms in their hands, meny of them, in common with their milie
tary naval and aviators comrades who had the luck to leave for Mexico
where they already occupy pests in the combattent forces;the mejority in
& better utilisation of their capacities and aptitudes doing the work
which is required of them, and all actuaﬁing with desire to bring to the
common task.the crashing of nazism their full enthousiastic essistance,

We resume our hopes in the following conclusions which we have the
honour to set forth before the militaries authorities of the United
Staxes of.Amariea in Africa. ‘ : : !

g st. Remission of all penalties imposed for offenses of political e
nature and suspension of the judicisl or aduministrative procesding an
course except for ordinary offenses and eonseqnenzly putting in liberty .
of polmtieal offenders. It being understood that those interned by the
Administration fall under this category(l mnean those of Missaur,_ﬁjelfn

. and Berroughaia.,

2 nd. Gomplete demobilisaxiun of those interned. in labeLr qamps :
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and their complete freedom subject slways to the prev:.aions of laws

of the country aud principles of Internationzl Right.
'3 rd. Freedom of work for the emigrants to be treated on the sawme

pléne as thelr compatriots eatablished.here_having regard to interna-

Aional sgrecments.

Cesablanca the 201:11 Lhovenber 1942

( HAPPORT PRESSNIED TO THE AMERICAS MILITARY AUTLORITIES I NOATH
AFRICA BY MR. ALONSO MALLOL. DELEGATE OF SPANISH ENIGRATION TO MEXICO.
FORMERLY, GENERAL DIRECTUR OF FUBLIC SAFETY IN SPAIF.)
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