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Although with the advance of the Eighth Army both Sfax and Susa or So

were occupied by the Allies on the 10th and 12th April respectively, the task™
of supplying that Army has not besm notably lightened as, et Sousse, the nearer
of the two herbors to the new front, there is no more than 21 feet of water

in the deepest part of the harbour, and only about 18 alongside its best quay,
and that a short ons. Ships of more than 2,000 tons or so have to lie far out
from the shore in the exposed rosdstead, whers the holding ground is poor, and

igcharge into lighters, of which the supply is probably extremely limited.
At Sfax, which is now 80 milss or more behind that front, although connected
with it by a single-track railway, conditions ard only a little less unfavourable
for the handling of sea~bornme supplies from medium-sized or large ships. Still
the roadstead at 3fax has a better anchorage than that at Sousse and is less
exposed.

Even if these newly-acquired harbours are not of the first or second class,
the Eighth Army, provided that sufficient lighters, barges and other suitable
small craft are available, may be able to land 1,200 tons or so a day at each,
It should be remembered that the Eighth Army still has to bring its supplies
by sea or land from its base in Egypt. The territory which it has occupled is
contiguons with Algeria and even has direct railway communication with the
Algerian system, but this is only over a branch line recently built from Kalat
Jerda on the Tebessa line to Kasserine. The main lines which lead from the
Algerian ports both converge at Tunis, which is still in enemy hands and, in
any case, the rather meagre lines of communication fram the west, which serve
the other Allied forces with which the Eighth Army is now in touch, are at
present occupied to capacity in carrying the supplies for these forces.

One of the most interesting of the towns occupied by the Allies during the
week is Kairwan which until about sixty years ago ranked as one of the secred
cities of Islam; but lost its prestige as such after the French occupation of
Tnisia in 1881l. It is reported that the Germans dgmaged the place greatly
and left many buildings burning when they withdrew before the Alllied advance, &%
By so doing they take rank in the history of Kairwan with the Beni Hilal tribes-
men who, as being notably barbarous and ferocious, were deliberatély brought
in from the desert and let loose upon Tunisis in 1045 by the Fatimite Caliph el
Hafiz of Egypt, who thought in this way to quell a revolt of the Berbers against
his rule. The Beni Hilal set the Germans the example of setting Keirwan on fire

FN and destroying the pumping stations and irrigation works as wéll as the orchards
oliveyards and forests dependent on those workse Their devastations ruined
Tunisia and made much of its best land a desert from which it has been slowly
won back only during the last halfiomntupy. According to a local Moslem tradition
the jackals, foxes, lynxes, porcupines and other wild creatures which used to

¢ frequent the site of Kairwan bshaved very much better than the Germans as when
that rather disagreeable Saint, the Moslem Conqueror Sidi Okba ibn Nafi, made
proclamation of his intention to build a Mosque and a holjp city at Kairwan to
‘be the headquarters of Islam in what had become Ifrikiyah instead of Byjantine
province of Africa, the heasts piously withdrew from their hunting-zround in
order that their presence might not inconvenience either the Saint or his worke
mene .

SOURCE: WEEKLY INTELLIGENCE REPORT (®.7.R.) - Issued by the Naval Intelligence

Division, Naval S ;ég&?ﬂgg ralty, for the Information of all officers
JAn Hl, Navy - o Bl hbs.
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Parephrases . Only trawlers, L.C.T.'s, and emall motﬁﬁnnsport- can pass

through blocked Goulette entrance at present., Being cleared ;ugrapi&ly as
possible in view of slack water conditions (1/3 to be given for coasters.)
Comsters discharging in Avant Port into landing Gnﬁ. Le8sT, on Cavalier Nord.
Over 20,000 Tons is estimeted capacity of oiling depot at Jetty which. aem
intact although survey is proceeding. Kll pumpe of underground oil. reserves

at Point Carriers are being used exeeptf one which 13 e@mplstély deu*bmyed. A

Thie may be useable in part.

Three berthe are clear on the North side of Bizerti ﬂml for coasters..
Fourth Berth given by third remaining frontage. Wresk- is fbuling Port de
Commerce ship route to Jetty and serious bomb damage makes quay umuseable -
for some time to come. Superficisl demage is wide spread at Bizerte sespiane

o
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atation end Naval Bape but a few small wrecke constitute about all the'‘watey =

front damage. Town and Kasbah of Bizérta are virtually in ruins and.lebk both.
electric power and drainage. (We are 1) excluding all inhabitamts. Service
meh are confromted with acute housing problem. Pecherie Village shows prec~
tically no damage end is reserved for U. 8. and Royal navies to be quarturod
mostly in villae. Water supply is working now, Naval headquarters set up in
damaged, but useable buildings at Fort Koudiat. The leoatim is oxcellents: .
Urgently require (hutments to extend 1)

Arsenal and town of Ferryville are generally intact but dntructi& of
dockyard was systematic. A reduction in electric power is shortly expested.

In general, all cranes, sources of power, bollsrds, and sundries havo

been wrecked in addition to bomb damage. o
Admiral LeClerc is established at Ferryville, Attitude of’ French 1s R
cooperative. o - e
v N“ e
RS R B
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Philipville v/ /3 NTS
Coal discharge by Fr. stevedores very slow.

Average LOO T daily. Local complaints ineffective. Reconm-
S~ mend plece work rate of-pay. '

o Sousse

Our air attacks and enemy demolitions have considerably
damaged the port and also to the town, which is practically
uninhabitable. Nearly all buildings in the port are demol-
ished or unsafe. R Craters were blown in the quay faces every
200 feet, and two in outer break-water. One sunken ship
partially blocks the entrance and inside are wrecks of over
30 ships ranging from small craft to ships of 3000 tons. No
use is being made of the port but it wouldbe possible to berth
two coasters at 20 feet now at Commercial quay. The phosphate
plant is badly damaged. Salvage work is being carried out on
a medium sized tug end it is also considered possible to raise
the floating sheerlegs (capacity approx. 30 tons).

Sfax

Damege done here 1s practically confined to the port

area and the town is habitable. Many bldgs in the port area
- are demolished or unsafe. Craters are blown in the quay faces

but four alongside berths are in use for ships drawing 20 feel

and approx. 1500 tons of cargo per day is being discharged.

The number of sunken ships is large, but many are of the

fishing boat type. Two serviceable lighters were found in the

port., All thxee phosphate plants are out of action.
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Information on Souase; 8fax, & Gabes. It is,i of course, to be -
understood that these ports at present writing are not statie,
but are subject to bombing attacks and subsequent reconstruction.
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SFAX

- Continued

April 19. Discharged 1648 tons.
April 20, Discharged 1798 tons.
April 21, Discharged 1342 tons,

April 4, Discharged 110 tone.
berth at the same time,
April 4. Discharged 44 tons.

April 5, Discharged 447 tong,

Port under attack. Only two LOT can

Port under attack.
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Credits

a) Payment or transfar orders to Rome
ln favor of lndlvidualS.....‘....¢.oo.... 29.259, 892 81
b) Transfer in favor of the 4nstituto
Nazionale through the Bank of Algerla.... 32 500, 000 00

To’bal‘..l........ 61.759.892’81
Credit balance on dMay 7, 1943 - 3.380.344,66

4, It will be noted that the financing of the Italian’
forces in Tunisia through the Banca Italiana was affected
through two prineipal sources:

a) Individual remittances from Tunisia to Itely,

in the amount of 29,700,000 franes.

b) Transfers from Italy_through the Bank of Algeria,
in the amount of 207,500,000 franecs.

.The latter transfers were noted in my previous memo-
randum, An examination of the debits items above, however,
reveals that not all the funds transferred to Tunls were
used for expenditures in Tunisia by the Italien Amay, Over
two million franes were re-transferred to Rome, e.g., and
some payments to individuals appear to have been outside
Tunisia. Nevertheless, it is clear that the largest part of
the 207,500.000 franes in transfers were spent in Tunisia.

On the other hand, it is now revealed that the Italiaas
had 29.7 milliion francs at their disposel in addition to those
funds that were transferred from Italy. At least 25 million
francs should be added, therefore, to the sum of Axis expendi-
tures in Tunisia during the occupatlon.

5. Your attention is called to the names of individuals
who received payments from these funds, such as the 800,000
francs paid to Paoclette Vesparinm. I will gall Captain Ayraud's /.,
attention to these names and have him investigate.

o D. A. Snider
U. S, Treasury Representative

o 8 003750
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) Debits
1) Payment to Armistice Cormissilonessesee 209.100,00
o) payment 1o the Swiss Consulat€....-ee 500.000,00

3) Miscellaneous payments to indi-
Vid\lals.oooootcuolooooiooooaon.ococo..ol. 7690806,15

4) Payment 1O M, Carlo Frnachleeeceserss 200.000,00
5) Payment to Ttalian wilitary ordnance.l?B.OO0.000,oo
) Payment tO Ttalien representatlvesS... 3.643.25

Total............176.682,549,40

Credits

1) Orders for payments in Italy to

individuels (private remittances b0
Italy.utiiootl‘...thl'l0.0...'....000..'. 423.306,15
o) Payment to the *ilitary Command in

Italypﬁn.Q".Q....C.QC“.C..I"!...‘..... 9.4‘73,4’0
3) Payment to the Sinister of +talian »

Africabolll...l.O...Q.....00“".."..... l‘599,95
4) Payment tO the Consul Generales..se-:s 14.850,00

5) Transfer offected through the Bank

of Algeria in favor of the nstituto
1{iazionale....‘.lQC."...‘..;.'...'..‘....175.0000000,00
6) Transfer for interioT 1iquidation..ece 1.608,25

et

Total............175.450.837,75
Gredit balance on liay T, 1943 - 42.045,89

3, Operations in the "Spécial Accownt™

Debits _

g) Trensfer in savor of the Benk

-O_f Italy, Romeooeoooaoo-00&04:]0000..00000 10750.000,00
p) Transfer in favor of the bank '

-Sf Sicily’ Rome'............0'.‘...00.... 500000’00
c) Miscellaneous withdrawalS.ceeeecececs® 4,725,70
q) Trensfer in favor of the Bank

Castellano Franco........................ 16.425,00
e) ppensfer in favor of PFanco di ROMB s s e 400.000,00
f) Payment in favor of Paolette Vesparino 800.000,00
g) Payment in favor of Terrenia Sele cane 7.000,00
h) Payment of pensions................... 197.120,15
7) Payment in favor of Gino Rocchl.escees 4,201,80
1) Cancellation...g...................... 150.000,00
k) Payment to the ltalian Ordnance.......55.000.000,00
1) Miscellaneous COSTSeesscesssseeerssss 75,50

Total.............58.379.548,15

(03750

mwm_”*’__F’—,_1i;f_ﬁﬁfﬁ___’__p_#*ﬂﬂﬁﬁ,_d_,,_,f;ﬂ,w,__,
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MEMORANDUM : R - Jay 20, 1943%A

Subjeet: Transfer of funds to the. Axis Forces during the
occupation of Tunisia through the Banca Italiana
di Credito,

To

Mr, Harold Glasser, N.A.E.B., Algiers.

In the memorandum of June 24, subject "Bank Advances to the -
Axis Forces dwring the occupation of Tunisia"™, there was described
certain transfers of funds from Italy to the two Italians banks
in Tunis, through the Bank of Algeria and for the account of the
Italian A A complete deseription & these accounts was re-
quested of “ Bernier and the information obtained concerning
the accounts in the Banca Italiana di Credito is summarized below.

1. The accounts referred to with the Banca Italiansa were
held in the name of the "Instituto Mazionele per i Cambi con
“1t'Estero" - the Italian National Office for Foreign Exchan ge.
There were two gccounts held by this office with the Senca Ital-
iana: (I) A "Compte Separato™, which functioned from January 31,
1942 to May 3, 1943; (2) A "Special Account", opened on the 9th-
of March, 1943 prouably tb centralize the operatlons the im-
portance "of which appeared to be growing during the caurse of
the first quarter of 1943.

2., Operations in the "Compte Separato":

a) Amount of the account on, October 1, 1942 -
14.846,.799,16.

b} From October 1 to December 31, 1942, 13,6 million
frencs were paid out of the accuunt and none paid in.
The debits for this period were as follWWS'

1) Payment to the Italian Consulate at Tunis -

5.006.696,1%

L 2) Payment to the Armistice Commlssiqn -

i 5,229.821,47

3) Payment to the banque ltalo-Francaise -

3.,000.000,0°

4) Miscellaneous payments to pen31oners ship

company, expenses, ete, - )
336.524,17%

TOTAL e v e ononenesesslB3.573,041,62

" ¢) From Yanuary 1, 1943 to May 3, 1943 there were
debits of 176,.7 million francs and credits of 175.4

003750

b franes as follows:
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ATTITUDE T OCCUPTED TUNISIA,-

G‘Pm B-“'

The Buropean population of SFAX which has suffered a great deal by the
bombing is reported to show an open hostility towards the Anglosaxons, for whom
they had before, save a few exceptions,a marked sympathy.

GRﬁDE Xn”'

The Germens dre reported to be leunching an intensive propmgenda in
Tunis enmnouncing the return in Tunis of the destourlan leeder HABIB BOURGUIBA.,

MTSCELLANEQUS . ~

7 SPAX : Grade B.-

| . ‘ MT.GHESTEL, Civilian Controller of SFAX, is believed to have been
arrested and transierred o rpany of e JENRY, Civilian Controller of
KATROUAY and of Mr. MONTETY, Civilian controller of CAP BON.

M. FIC, farmer ot MAHARES, is also reported to have been arrested
and taken to TRIFOLI.

Yr. TERY, who was arrested some time ago, has been released.,

The Ppench population at SFAX are being made the object of of false
denouncements by the natives, very much to the satisfaction of the ocoupying
authorities, and most of the time as a result of futile motives( sacking of
workers or Servants, payment of salaries, etc.).

TUHN IS Grade: X.

Articles having been published in the destourlan pa%r "NAHDA" of an
anti-~French tendency, Admiral ESTEVA, Resident-General in TUNIS, is reported to
have sent a note of protest to the occupying authorities, Latter refused to conside:
he matter.
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ITALTAN AND GERMAN TPOOE’B IN TWISL@L.
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=

\;{ SFAX: Gr&de Be ~ 18.1-11-30 -

I‘*ELITARI &:ITU&TION - SQUTHERN REGION.-~

EVL"‘&I{}L%S . G—I‘ade B- -~ 18 ol QL’-EQ -~

is occupied by two Ggrmen companies disposing of lorries, trucksy
touring cers,and 8 motorcycles.

CRAIBA: Grade Be- 18.1lel3e ~

a party of 5 Germans at the station.

EVEZZOUN&: Grade B. 18 01 ,14-5 -

The souk and the station awe occupied by Italian troops disposing of
8 lorries which are parked in the sheds of the Societe de Prevoyance nearby
the station.

BORDJ AKERMA: Grade B. - 18.1.43. (N.W. of MEZZOUNA).-

Occupied by Itaeliasn troops.

QRIECTIVES IN QCCUFIED ZONE,

Two new petrol dumps have been set up, one on the landing ground of St.Henry,
the other concealed in the public gardens.

At the garage PASQUIERy situated rue Lamoriciere, there is a large concentrat-
ion of German armoured vehicles, which are believed to have come fyom TRIFOLIT
ANTA,

DOMATN CLATRE & PAUL (10 kms S.W. of MAHARES,)

A large emount of Germen M.T» parked in the buildings of the farm and under
the olivetrees of this property.

MOVEMENT OF TROOES IN OCCUEIED ZONE,-

Grade B.- 18.1-21-30"‘

Intensive motor traffic on the roads GABES- SFAX, Lorries coming from GABES
cagry German personnel and materiel. The Awerican machine-gunning of the road
considerably hampers this traffic, which is now only taking place by night.
Trains continue to run by night between SFAX and GAEES, '

Grade X ~ 18alok5e~

é\a‘t SIDI-Dal
d.e seriptions

I% is believed that Germen planes bring munitions To the
neer MARSA., These are then forwarded by lorries and.
to the South.

Civiliens have been forbidden to use the Southe
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The briadge of OUED AKARIT, which was bombed, has not been destroj
Buropean city, bedly hit

~ the church, the town hall, the station, the bank of Tunisia, the electri

plant, the synagogue, the post office, and the buildings round the poet he
been damaged. ‘

In the Areb city, the mosque, numerous killed.

CRATBA: The station and the lines have been hit. The two stéel bridges of
the railroad at CRAIBA have not been hit. '
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 BCONOMICAL STTUATION.-

The harvest of olives in the region of SPAX is taking
place in very bad conditions as a result of the clsoing down of over a hundred crushers.
These plants are unable to function because of the cut in electric power and the lack
of water.

A franco-italo-germen econdtmic commission is reported
at present to arrange for the resumption of work in some of these oil-mills. It is
believed that 100 to 150 million franks have been sent by France for the pwrchase of
the olive crop. However, the monetary situation still remains very difficult.

The supbly of the civilian population is bécoming
alarming. It is reported that bread is only supplied twice a week.

~..
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§ NO. 284 » O 8 & %ﬁf),
Confidential ' : o e

o i@@@ﬁ ku:
SUBJECT~ Orgénization of Fascist ¥ilitla in Tunieia. &

av

The Honorable :
The Secretary of State,
Washington. -

Sir:

For some time this Consulate has been erdeavoring to
obtain Information concerning Itallan activities in
funisia aside from those visible to the casuaml observer
‘and I now have the honor to submit a preliminary report
concerning the organizatfon. of the Fasclist Militia In this
country, & rcport wtich it 1s hoped to amplify at a future
date.,

The organlzation of this Fasclist !'ilitla 1s bteinr
carried out asccording to a project which was put in f!nal
form some tire aro. The points wrich the Consulate has
been able to ascertain are thLose concerning the structure,
its constitution, mission, anc the nurbers, together with
the methods e-ployed for recruitrent, without golng Into i
too great demil. '

Structure

In the structure of the ¥1litia tiere are'comprised
the three following forrmations:

1. Fascist ¥'1litie abrosd called "Squadrl 4'Crdinit"

2. Voluntary !'ilitla for Hational Security, "DBlack
St.irts" :

3. ‘niversity 'i1litia called "¥ilicla Colonlale"”. :

l'ission

Each formation has a well defined role to rlay but
the general instructions and tiose rmost important can be
resumec¢ as follows:

1. assure orcer in T'nisia inc ase o! extraordinary
events; _ '
2.,  facllitate the tzcsk of an Itslian 1:vasion ancd
et cooperate in the occupation of the strateglc
and critical points.

mumbers and Command

The three formations are directed by a sole command-
ment at the head of wh'ch are:

1.
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. ¥r. STLIMBANI, ex-Ttallan Consul General, now
! diplomatic ané c'vil advisor to the Italian
Armistice Commiss'on. Techn'cally he 1s hcad
of the Ttalian Red Cross 1. Tunisla.

2., ¥r. RLGARD, ex~Italian Vice Consul :

3. Vr. SCFIANO, inspector of Italilan schools o

4. Colonrel Arulio TiRET:A, also of the Civil Dele-“

. gation of the Itallan Armistice Commission. |

5. ¥r. baldo SCALARRINO, Vice Crhancelor. Thils man's

7" Lositlon in Tunisia is not very well defined., I

1s perorted as bei?z evaesdngly c;ever.and a
dangerous me=>v% O the Italian Inforration -

v. OF. BERTINI, Commissalre of the Speclal Police of

the Italfan Armistice Com~ission. -

Up to the present the three different formations are.
reported to have grouped-togetrer an approximate force of*
two thousand rembers., This number 1s varlsble and in

fg( relation with the offlcers.
Constitution

Fach forwat®on !s constituted into groups or crews of
ten men under the command of a ¥1litla officer and the dif=-
ferent crews operate as nefghborhood squads always in
liaison with the Italian Armistice Commission.

Recruitment

This varles according to the grades and it is always
attempted t> choose that category of individuals which seems
best to answer b: thelr profession or their activity to the
conditions and gualitlies required for the mission for which .
trey «re destined. Thus for the offfcers recrulting 1s done
among trhe teachers and functionaries of the Itzllian adminis-
tration anc among those wiio have served in the Natlional
¥1litla. Sucl. members of the National }Milltia are requlred
to stow their Villitia 1dentity cards.

g?{ The chiefl ol each squad is left the initlative and the

care of rroceeding with the recruitment of the squad under
his charge. This 1s always done by neighborhoods s> as to
croup together in a sinrle sectlon of the city men who will
have the least possible distance to nroceed to thelr points
of asserbly.

On account 5! the actual events In T.ibya and the recent
rublic agtitation concerning Tunisia, the high command has
not vet officially diffused the constitulion of this FMilitia

' in Tunisia except among the nelghborhood clfefs. These

- chiefs have moreover taken oath to reveal nothing. So far
trey hcve beer suppllied bty the Italian Consulate with docu-
Jents of identlty wkich *n case of the receint »f instruc-
tions as incicated In paragraph "Nission” absve would serve
to "make tremselves known t» each other and obtain respcct.

For
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For this purpose ecach militia mén re

: Y ecelves a card he
"I?alian Ald Society" and underneath the complete de:fed
crirtion of the adher~nt. on the back »>f the cerd is

printed the word "Vincere"., The 11 ;
in blue overstamp, ctor's rods are shown

All the local Ttalian studen:s of over t i
are agtomatically ap-ointed sub-lieutenants o;egﬁg ggii:r-
gi;gniiiiﬁiaéi ghgyd?lsg receive a card headed "?ilfcia ‘

. ! whic ndicates the nam me ‘ 3
Instruction, and speclalty, such a:,pigffaﬁg,‘degrgg ofe
crarle, ete., topether wite- - | “
adherent, o '

. vy Itallans who have served in the regular army

srovided witlh their military service books,

According to» the Consulate's informant the internal
: activity of this Fasclst Filitia seems to have increased
e since the month of Nay. There 1s a very clear impression
’ that its ramificatlons have extended and developed in the
interior, both in the south and in the north.

It 1s roped that further information may be forth-
coming concerning the ¢ nstitution of clandestine stocks
of arms and munitions andé of uniformg. The French police
has stumbled on & few of these but there 1s reasonto
belleve that the bulk of it has escaped its attentions,

Respectfully yours,
. H. A. DOOLITTLE
American Consul P

In trirvlicate to the Department
One cory to tre Legation, Tangier

o~ ‘ne co-y to the Consulate,Cenersl, Alglers
! 4 TaDimrl
200
8
{
h_‘j,,«‘
pa




REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES

DECLASSIFIED
A thI]()t'it}/A{L{l}ﬁpﬁ
By P NARAI)mmélezéé?r

Tunis, June 5, No. 6. . .
Consul Doolittle reports that French policy toward Tunisian
‘~§§K“ Arabs is at present disastrous. \[n three weeks the army of liberation

has accomplished what was not done uring 60 years of occupation, the welding
of the Tunisians into a solid front against the French. Arbitrary arrests
forced labor, beatings, torture, in fact, a general reign of terror are '
the order of the day. Under present military guidance, the French have

- come back to Tunisia as to a conquered country. These facts are especially

significant, since the army to be raised in Tunisia must be drawn largely —
from Arabs, ’ .

%,
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