¢ : Sept. 8, 1944
' Brazilicn Indep Day

Decr Laura, .

qhﬂf Your Peris letier srrived this minute., I wes 1la the mldst of
‘my "deily guidsance notes" for United Nutions liadio. I stopped whet I wis do-
ing, tore open the letter and began. She writes of Puris I &lmost sobbsd -
threw the letter sway und resumed my notes (I had only ten pore minutes be-
fore meeting time = which I cenduct every day). Now meeting 18 over and I o,
relax & moment or so. I pick up your letter and read.

She writes of Peris - to ! to me, she writes of Poris. How cun
you do that Leura? You say "I suddealy suw myself in Paris', So you ses youl
gelf in Paris? ind what about me? Dont you think I've secenmyself in Peria ai
lesst @ million times since the city has been libercted? Doat yor? So I worl
ed very hard, &nd put my back to the wheel send my finger to the stone and
my hand to the pie (l& mein & le pete), phenning and dreuming of crossing
the bluey wediterrenein, setting foot &gein on French soll, speuking to res]
Frenchmen once agehn, Frenchmen who had suffered occupation und did not snic
er at liberty snd freedom, sheke their hands, drink with them and chatier &

chat sbout Freénce the wer snd Les grandes et libres Awerigues, 1 saw myself
too, traversing Frence und srriving &t long long lsst in Puris, Keturn %o
Perls - free, un=German-; ul-Boched, un=Nazified, un-Swastlkad, free, und
happy ¢nd guy and ready to begin life asnew with vigor and determinstion., I
sew =11 thtt, I ssw myself wulking egain elong the Boulevard Hizk 3t, Michel

- the Boul® Mieh' - trying to see the dumage done becsuse of the stret fight-
ing there, strolling into the Jerdin des Luxembourg und the Pulels snd curs-
ing the Huns for their destruction. Then I saw myself tu: ing the lstro {ever
hho I know its still not running now) bver the Cité Universitaire to look
over the buildings snd the perkgrounds there. «4nd all the while 1 wus brsath
ing in big drafts of the wonderful Paris &ir, rushing over to friends' homnes
to see il they were still there, doshing to the Sorbonne and stopping short
s the stotedly lesirnedness of its grey,=blik wills snd fscuvdes told me thad
the place was still in one plece,

So I dreumed on ond plenned., I keew the fours I was golng to mele
&1l over sgsins I hod my whoke iténervry pltnned out, the slow welks slong
the .uuys to the hbookstalls, to the Hulles, tc lNofre Demes, thea ccross the
Gite to the right btnk end olong the Grénds Boulsvirds ©till T pot to the
Wedelelne, then out towerd the Piace de La Concorde, nussed the aAmeriezn
“mbessy &nd énto the Chemps Elysees towuird the Arc. Oh well..... those wels
the plens, Mow I%n pgetting reicdy to 80 TOssoss lTely.

Sp you talk to me of Peris, You wunt me to tell you &bout Poris?
How cen I talk now of Paris, I am told I ém needed elsewhere, ths wer ls
still on, I &m too valuable, «nd me.nwhile #ll the others slip off to France
(not :11 of course but nmeny). It was of course & terrible shock to me to
learn thet I wosnt going into Frunce, &Rxx with our tesm. The war it seeus
is pgoing to quickly for us = which is good - put it has of course cheanged
21l plens., Mine now hive blown up lke & ozone~filled bubble.

i»nd only lest week, one of the Brezilicn diplomatic officiils
here, invited me to dinner with him and his vi fe. He wes eclebriteing his
ccming deperture for = Perls, We tousted = to our reunion in the cupitul.
After £11 thought I I ought to be there socon. Ch yesh! But snuf of FPais -
Ag my father wrote me in & recent letter "Viwe le Puris!" vnd thet's sll.

But no, your letter hus asked me to snswer = juestlon, Let's sce
now whet is it thet troubles you, Hiss? You &sk me, Leurs, to peek into my
erystel bslhl, e&nd oraele out s&n explenation of whi Purls is grost, why Peris
is different, why Puris is Puris, Hahaha, why do people 1like Peris? Why do

eyes light up when the nsme is mentioned? Why do men wheo heve never visited
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Paris sud enly sit up when somebody siys the word, or why does sode young
waid's hesrt sudcenly rece quicker when & friend remarks "I've just come bec
from Perig', He's been to Puris, they whisper; adolescents 1ift thelir eye-
brows in & knowing smile thut spells femme cnd cmour ~nd c:stXmg impish geln
es st one itnother. But why is Paris 1s Parls?

Paris has esrs, as you indeed say, but Paris hasmore ithus yERR
eyes, © heart, freedom, feelinz, emotion and hurmony. To the Gernans Paris
undoubtedly was still 8 very beautiful city - the Louvre was there, the
irc de Triomphe and the Chemps Elysees were there snd ull the buildings whic
filled the city were there during the four yesrs of occupstion. “nd yet ever
Germen could probebly tell you thut Paris then, was NOT Boris. It wasnt be-
cause 1t was & vacuum, Paris un-free, sheuckled snd persecued withdrew its
1ife into itself - and tHe laughter, the openness = the jole-de-vibvre diste
ppesred, Paris is Paris because it knows how to mxm& toke & total strenger
and welcome him to its very heart at once, make him & part of ht, blend and
mellow him in its becuty end freedom.But when - &s with the Nazis - it is
not freedom thet exists but slavery and oppression, then Peris curls up like
& turtel into its shell and the Parls Just isnt eny more.

Fruonkly, Leura, I think everybody likes Paris for different reas-
ons, &nd msny people like Puris just beccuse everybody else likes Paris. It
is like the judgments of towns in North Africe end Itely which are bandied
about so freely. 4 city mets ¢ certain “repubation’, Beri is gloomy ond grim,
Neples is dirty end scd and the people are grouchy, Oren iz this, Alglers is
thet and sc it goes. And §o you get & green chap Just off 4 boat from tle
Stetes or just in frow London &nd there you find hinspouting the same in-
eptitutes and pletitutdes about @ ¢ity which he scarcely knows and opinions
which he probably doesnt reully feel himself = but must repeat just becduss
he doesnt went to be polnted to &s ngifferent”, The ssme is true of Psris -
the reputution hes cesught on &nd everybody likes Puris ond loves 1t before
everg heving known snything gboutit. Exoept that here - of course - I think
the deificution &nd reverence is well justified. Forus personelly Parls is
the eity of cities because of theét wonderful combinetion of freedon &nd be&aw
ty. “here no one bothered you no metter what you do or did or how orezy or
gilly itmight seem, where the bubbline mind could fiand free expression and
free ideas, That is where the café comes in, i the café you ore free to sit
over one 1ittle cup of coffee on & terrasae cll day loig, nlay cards or ches
smoke, discuss poltics, litersture end world revolubtion of the infinite mol-
ecules snd eclectrons and you were left tloas. When I think of the wctider-
fulaess of Peris I think of the wonder of French literature. Bub when I thin
of Peris itself = le vrai Peris, I neither think of Bulz=o end his sordid
hair-pin désecriptions of the city, nor of Moliere nor of Voltaire or &ay of
the others, I immnedistely get & flash-picture of Guy de agypasszent , pleture
& chorming little couple - young = going out of one of the portes for a Sune
day sfternoon's fishing wlong the Seine, &nd then I think of my desr old
Gecrges Ccurteline and his hectic, goofy cufé churseters. In & wey I Suppose
thet is why I wanted tc write my dootorste thesis on Courteline and why his
juicy lenguege slweys thrilled me = it was the rich producst of the Panam
crowd - of Paris. To we Peris is the beautiful Notre Deme Cathedrel undthe
luxuréous Louvre cnd the Chemps-klysees, but perhips even more it's « littls
bistro in the iLetin uerter wiich I knew so well, it's & workera' restaurcvnt
in the 1l4th esirondissemsnt st the edge of towan where we usged to go every eve
nin yprscticslly to get our cote de veau snd our mEms creme de marron &nd
oreme Fr.iche, Lt's the Parc liontsouris even mare than the beeutiful Puroe
loncesu, 1t's the ruslonsisur 1le ?rinca +nd its onld-fushioned houses vith
the hole-in-the-floor-toilets, It s that unbelievably delicious feeling of
standing at & zine etrly in the mornlng znddunking @ erofsscnt or & bricche
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to: Leura Sept. 9 P-GF THREER

into & hot cup of coffee, gluncing thiu ¢ morning paper or chatting ner-
vously with friends - all standing &t this mounter. Peris to me persoiclly
is &ll thot &nd I suppose = willion otherlittle things - just @s it is for
millions of other little peopel, Pards though is 0T the Folle Bergere, it
is not the bordelos (¢itaough hell they heve & plece too), i% is not sery
strangely enouch the grands mésezins snd 611 thelr wonderful jpre-wir Purisic
5t. led products, it's not the Lifrfel Tower (clthough when I saw the Sweabik:
flouating on top of 1%, it dld become something terrible and mcde Paris Just
that - the Tovwer). It 18 the jusee de 1'houme, 1t is the itetre end 1t is the
Paris bus with i%s wumuetchable reer plutform that bounces cnd sways =8 the
driver honks tnd toots madly as he races tlong the street, wmindful of cur
or pedestridn, e veriteble roce apgainat death. But you inevitably come out
clive tnd clright - cnd Hﬂu've seen Furis prss by eround you in .1l its
véried x£ foims .nd shapes. Those sutobuses recliy give you ¢ good pieture
of the city whether you tske the north-scuth one frow Poirte d'orlseéns to
the Porte de REKExamxm»x le Chepelle on the nwaber 14, No, its nwsber 4, It
tekes you 11 the way up from the Bouleverd Jourdeim, ne=rthe Parc Montsouri
und the Cité B past the Observitoire and Denfert Rocheresu, up the ~venue
d'0rlecna ¢nd twiats shirply up the Boulevard Respeil inte Moatnernssse snd
the St. Gerwiin des Pres sectlion wad then fn front of the Odeocn Theutre. Fra
there it winds up to the Bouleverd 3t,.Michel cnd hops overto the Ile de la
Cite, then over to the riaht bunk to rue Rivoll snd the sleek shops sid from
the glittcer and shine to the Hulles = the ¥Washington end Welluboub lwrkeb of
Paris, plunked down 3igh% i the center of town. Swinging out of the letiuce
end tomatoes 1t elimbs up towerd the Gure de 1'Est end then mckes & sherp
gwing pust the Gere du Nord without stopping to penetrste Montmertre. Ther:
is not very much more to go &rfter thuat %o Ls Chepelle ond the Flea karket
et the: terminus, There's the peep of the deor-closer and the low ruugh
rumble of the sutometic doors slowly grianding tc & close to keep the oarush
inz pessengars from mobbing onto the pletform &z the tiein comes rushing in,

You knowwhet I hove Just recelled. I remember before leeving for
Poris in 1958, I remember the hong hoursI used to spend pouring over o map
of Peris, leocrninz every street, lecrning evry ucme printed oin the mup, ever
building., Oh those wonderful wminutes ¢s I tried %o puzzle out where rue Souf
flot wws and ay first feillie: efforts to locute the Scrbonns on the mup. Tha
wag before I knew I wee golng to Puoris. Cen you fnsgine whut it wes alter?
I hsd thoes little pocket hendbool-meps thet cut Peris op into geversal cole-
ored sections, and ¢lso cive you & huge street mp with subway werkings :=nd
femous bulldings end ploces m.rked offs Howl loved to lose avself slong
those streets in my roomin New York! and I would dreerm, "woould I ever wreall]
get thers orwas the war going to come along &nd knoeck my ilung=-bursting hopes
to bits?" Wow let's sec where were the quays? And I hendled soms pletures I
preciously kept showlng & long-nosed be&érded fellow bending ©ll the way over
peering laterestingly lato & huse B2 plle of books, tcnother showing &ncther
bespectacled chap (goldrimmed) with ven-dyke tnd derby hecldlng & tome in his
hand tnd vary culnly, but decd~to-the-world expression on his face excmine-
ing some bork collectors' tressure, I thought. I used to hesve loud sighs
of anxiety &8 the Hew York Times :nd the Post sersurmed thet it wis coming =
end my friends (?) scoffed ond shrugred their shoulders and scid; "Do you
really think they're gomnc let you go to Zurope now?" aAnd they would shrug
their shovlders sorrowlfully und pity me. The other pooraguy who was supposed
to huve left with me, must heve been very much influenced by those wvultures
end Jjeslosites, beceuse he pot cold feet and decided to exzll the whole thing
off, Sc away I ssulled to Frunce £nd Peris.

A8 I recull thet it seems 80 far off &nd 8o distent snd yet it is
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To: Laura Pept 9, 1944 Pr.GE FOUR

not really, in time only in experience. But the faet is that today Iam saot
in Perls - &nd the chances of my getting there sre slim, very slim - well
nigh impossinle. To think thet Puris hus been liberated and thet I wu not
there to see it in its first enthusizsms, its first recl thrilling exciete-
ments, frenzied Joy. :

Just the other & dey & friend of nine Mike Bessie returned from
& quick trip to southern France. He told me of the boufddless joy &nd zeul
of the populstion. It is nothing &t &8l1ll like Worth Africea he said. All those
Americene who hed come to Judge the French from the Worthafricuns have julek
ly ch&nged theirminds when they cetme to Frence - where they met the real
French, Four ye&rs of occupetion by the Himmler end Hitler geng is ¢ terribl
thing in itself,; but for & nstion like France which has lived cnd prospered
in ites liberty - it must hive been unbesrsble., How much more wonderful must
our entry into the cspitel have seemed thein = after so meny long months of
suffering and torture &nd deprivstion. If the Southern French who new occup
ation for only a8 reluatively short time grected us so wildly - howmuch rnore
frenzied must 1t heve been 1n Peris - thst more thea zny elty in the world
needs to be free to bePsris,

And so while the world still besms with heppipess &t the libsra-
tion of Parxris, and the lucky war-correspondents and our aAllled infermst ion
unlts go zeyfully to work in the c¢ity, sending back fascinating stary after
story, cccounts of the FFI battles, of re-awtkenir, Paris, of untouched men
ories ~ wind el)l the little deexr lovable detsils that the worid wents to know
ebout Pearis, =-= ¢nd so while wll this hapoens, I slink brck to wy roou,
pick up my copy of Count Sforza's "Les Iteliens tel yu'ils sont" and prepars
myseif for snother phuse.....l nust teke my Peris stories from others, grecd
ily hunt sll over for deteilssnd more detsils which hever seem To come in
with enough speed or juentity. I heer the volces of fricnds of mine specking
from Paris - Cepituin fuberjinois de larmee wmericsine - he says - jqudi vous
p:rle de Peris. And the wards riug in my esrs and I turn to your demn meps
on my well - let my eye fall on that little round spot with the river widdin
through it, e£nd reslize that I am in the wrong pert of the world after oll.
But cuée voulez vous c'est 1l guerre,

This horribly gloomy letter ccionot continue, So whut better than
to tell you of scme news items which pass sround thesedeys from aews-room to
office. Fvery once in & while these paony news reports sre cireulated cround
with all the stomp of officislness - vnd we wll get & sood lough. Lt doee no
herre - 2nd I let it go on - und leugh toc, Tedsy for exampbe-at my dolly
redio meeting, one of the boys brought up the wuestion. Had I sean the ftew
on the lebor conditions in the rnglo-Bgyptisen Sudan? It heppensd that I had
geen olmost nothing of the news this mcrening sinee I was all tied up writing
up the procedurs we would follow tomorrow when United Netlions Radio goes off
the sir, "whut are you Jjabbering about?" I exelsimed? So they htnded me tn
item - typed up just &s it comes off from our monitoring reports. From the
BBC 1500 show today they ssid. It seems (Ifvund out later) thut & coupie of
the boys from the English Radic desl asked the fellow who h:ppend to bs ben-
porairly on the Centra. Wews Desk (he wesnt & resl uewsuen) ebout & BBC itex
on the Suden, They were xidding him., He hunted thru his suimery of thut BBC
show £nd found nothing. So he told the Inglish desk boys s¢. Thevofl course il
gisted they wrunl ed the item badly, so off went our newsnsn to the monitorin
room inSisting ipst this perticulsr plece be furnished him. Coipletely be-
wildered, since no piece existed one of the fellows cime to the English desk
£nd ssked what wes cocking. He wses let into the leg-pulling prank wnd asked
if hewould put out tuny old cock-sznd~bull-story, just to play a little gane
on this fellow. When he hesrd vhat it was &ll wbout he saild OK., & few miautes
later our poor news=-substitube ctme inte the radio rocm, hended the English
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To: Laura Sent B P-GEZ FIVTL
BEC item and said X * I dcnt think the ibmm is very good. The boys read it &
proteated that if the BBC pould put. it cut we ousht to put it out too. Where
upon our news friend blurted ocut - "Aw everyLhing the BRG puts out isat thet
good.X Ok I'm not seying you c:in't use the story on the radio if you wunt to
but I still thiaok it isn't too rood.” VWow here is the peycff. Thig 1s the fu
text of the ltem, exsctly &s iIi{ casme &o0ross, gupsosedly from the monitor:

BRC in enpglish to Nurone 1300 9/9

Labor conditions in rnpglo-Egyptian Suden

It hes Just besein reported by Heuters Spebkal correspondent

in Cepetown, thot water buffslos are now beling conseriptsd for

foreeé lenpor L onelo-ifyptian Sudun., This is expected to re-

lieve the nctive negro populition of Lhe grest probiem of houl-

ing timher by hané over thousands of miles of Jjungle swamps, The

timber wes belog shilnpod to Hhe united stetes Tor uvse in the new

NOUSLOE project,

Of course the story ren through the shop like wildfire end eviry
body wes rocring with loughter, exdept the poor puy who got the brunt of it
€ll, "ell I suppose he deserves it, «nd vhile on the subject of pranks &nd
practicul jokes it reuinds of the one thit one of the hoys put out the oiher
day whnen &ll tho nsutréel nutions wvere putting out stories shout not letining
lezi wer oriminels get refuge in their countries, Here it 1=, in texto:

Bi-46  §/6 TEXANG WILL 10T SHELTHR il CHIHINALS wesdy

MY YORK, Sepbsuber 6 --==Governor Coke 3Jtephenson of Texsns
Wodnesdey sanouncad thut the Fepublic of Texas will not sive
refuge to Wezl wer oripinegls,

Stephenson scld; "Them verments uint gonra find no safe place
in the Lone Stur Stute, We'll fesd ‘em %o the coyntes,?

{Source OV}

Thrt, Laure, is just to show you that though we muy work our
heuds off pretty nuch, we do munsge toc teke & fdoment off now und then to re-
luex and heve & good lauph., Weturally most of fellows fnd girls vork mretiy
lonz hours end =1l kinds of crezy hours,,nlght snd dey cnd it is Just these
little kinds of jokes which ususlly cireulate in w1l radio offices that sort
of teke the tension off you, especlilly when the news is running highg and
hot., La soon as & very siight 1lull nckes en appearence, some leTk mAngages %o
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Yo: Lawra Sept 9 PIGR 5IX  (pood Lord this is ~vowing big)

get € brilllean idea =nd out eccmes © Little misterplece. Since I've gotten
gtorted on this subject I might as well tell you sbout cne of the better
pieces which was »ut out not very long igo. It wasscaething of ¢ miwie of
the kind of iuidonce I wsuclly put out to the Nedio sditors but this ons of
course w&s uppropriuteily miriked top seoret. It's = little lomg but I &lilak
it is well worth the spuce;

T0: sLlL E~D4i0 DESKS
Subjeet : TPLCILL GUINLHCE

1. The Tollowiag procedure will imwediclely be voried out by «l11 raalo
desks, wihen SHAUF &nncunces that aAllled troops huve entered Germunys:

&s GCheok with Basic ews, to see thet tlieir source is NOT Fraice=
aTEFluue,

9. IY the report comes from & relicble wuthority, such as the si-
kera corresvondent in the spglo=-Egysticn Sudan -- then pick up
on step "cv,

8. Bresk in on «ny show = just select cne &t rendom. Meantion thut’
£llied troops huve sntered Gernany --~- snd keep thiz tlive for
g few ninutes, ¥f the entering troops heupea to be Americsas,
this would be ¢ good tine to reccll the lundlog of U.8. Mirines
in Wiocerugue (Basic iWWews Background uvcoming).

d, ~fter this brief bwekground, the following appropricic select-
lons will be pliyed == in four lenguugess

1. DEAWSCHL:WD, DEUTSCHL.ND ULBRiR sLLS

2. HORST=WRIZEL LIED
If the sbove two records ore cut on loci == from our TihﬁﬂTJn
you will nlay the Spike Jones recording of T PURHSRES' FACE.

@, In eatleipstion of the execellent coversge vou will ¢ll pive to
tnis vitsl phase of the wur, wewish to ccnve 2 tho Suprene CGoo

pandert's thinks, Hisg sttitude us exyressed ot severzl Hy policy -
sg&et;ngs, ig: "give ms psychologleal wirfaore vaytipg=--"

Then the piece jues E: just & little bit ionger =ith scie mors, hutb
evontbough the “mole thing is o jJoke I nhi.ji I'd better nob inecluds it.
The main p:rt 1a thers uhLdEh gid I do mhiak 1t is wriccless humbug,

wall since I*ve filled prgea with this horriblestuff I misght a2 well
tor 1t L11 with & little gew I myscelf thouzght v one slesaymoraing. OF
course it wes mot within my dignity, but the fellow to waom it iz vddres-
sed is & terribly pood Triend »nd we have beey kidding the Life ocut of
gsch other for sose tlce. He is ove of the Eaplish editorg vo our Unitad
Wuticus Eedic {(thet's Ghe UNl in the text) steff snd # Londoiier. Hold vour
ht¢ th de:ry Tfor hers it occuesg ¥

Apnelby, you dog =nd verminite

You hedl, you churl, you 3atellite

Gibberine, Jjebbering béboon, disonsol:ie idi-ite
inglish seripts you tnlnk you write

But let me t=11 you, you little mikxkx nite

Nary o line, nary & word, becten out by doy or night
But hes boomercénged 1o Luul, reeking stinko~-its,.
BElight

Trite

Repulsive sight,

Vile, wretched, retch-rful tripey wight
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Laura 8/9 P.GE SEVEN (wont it ever end?)

Give it up, renocunce forthright!
Slink back you Limey blight
To those London sewers where you &nd your tripe
Belong, you turgid, flatulent guttersnipe.
By the Holy Koran, by the besard of the Prophet,
I'm right
'Tis ments]l paresis, blubbering goo
Qozing nonsense you concoct at night
Prevaricating Pithecenthropite.
Away with thee, sare-infested plaglarite
Flabby-cheeked soporiferite,
Sordid, begrimed, scribacious == knight?
Begone! Free UNR, &t once, this we urge to be polite.
But if you tarry, or hesitate, "twill be by claw, by
scratech, by tooth, by bite
Wetll chase you from the xi;hk fifth floor flight
Till your vaporous form is seen to disappeer into the Gasbah.
& streeking shriek by night.

Thet my love is the musterpiece in ull its innocence. Pretty horrib
stuff now thst I read it agein - but it is relexing enyway - that's all I
cen say for 1t now,.

P.S., It's gettin demn lete and I'1ll be & o key's uncle if I'm gonna
sit here and keep typing out thlis junk to you. Hell let's close this letter
with the hope you cun soon be e-writing this wey. I'm looking forward to

herein from you again soon,,mighty soon,
So long Leura. Take this whole letter with a big grain

of salt,

P.8.,=2 Hell I just nct iced thet I huevent answered some parts of
your letter. Duty calls me. In "This is My Best” I got a kick out of The
Thirteen Bus by Vincent Shecan, snd the Qutbresk of Internstionsl Gangsteris:
was good too. Waldo Frank elwasy interests me, The title "The American Jungl:
is new to me, never heard of it. Is it good. If it 15 =and you cen ship it to
me do 80 -~ unless it's too big & Book. Wait tho till I send you my new ad-
dress. But no, you cen send it to APQ-517 BPWB -AFH3. That way it'll get to
me quickly. Your rain description, I slweys remember your love for the rain.
Jueer, I must sey. Those Amehricins! Finslly, €3 to my emorous sccomplish-
ments - psst and present - : "Tings sint so bad sister"”, Confidentislly I've

cooled quite condisersbly, but quite, dn that Brazilisn project.
Bye, derling, won't see you S0 soon -

Sandy

Created with

M nitro™" professional

download the free trial online at nitropdf.com/professional



