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BEST, Kerl Rudolf Werner * FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY

Dr, Karl Rudolf Werner Best, Wokld War II Germen plenipotentiary in
Dermerk, arrived in West Germany on August 29, 1951 after deportation from
Denmark, wheére he had serwved six years of a twelve-year prison sentence.
Originally sentencéd to death, Best saw his sentence commuted to five years
by a Danish court of appeals, and subsequently raised to twelve yéars by
the Danish Supreme Court. He was freed from prison and deported to West
Germany on condition that he would never again enter Demmark without the
express approval of the Danish Govermment. Y

Dr. Best's qualifications and life-long irtérest in political &nd "
goverrmental questions, as well as his relative youth, indicate that he -
may again play a role in the German political scéne. Now 53 years old,

Dr. Best wms reported as one of the ex-Nazis 1n comtact with Friedrich
Middelhauve, Bundestag deputy and deputy national chairman of the Free
Democratic Party (Freie Demokratisché Partei) in February 1953. 2/

Best was then working in the law offices of Ernst Achenbach, a powerful
German lawyer who had distinguished bimsélf at the Nurenmberg tiials and
in his handling of the Stiimes' entérpriseés, but who had been temporarily
discredited within the Free Democratic Party for neo-Nazi téndencies,
Achenbach is presently a leader in the FDP in North Rhine-Westphalia,

In June 1954 a restricted German newsletter, Politik und Wirtschaft
(Politics and Industry), mentioned Dr. Best as a proba‘ble section chief
for Nérthern Affairs in the future German "Counterintelligence Service"
(Deutacher Abwehrdienst). It is probable that Best and Achénbach, both
of whom were in the Nazi Foreign Offiee, and both of whom are 'lawyerS'
with similar political views, will contime to work together toward finding
Ja suitable forum for their ambitions, No information is ahailable about
Dr. Best's current actiuties.

Education ; ’ 12,(23 19_4

. Best was born at Darmstadt, Germany, on July 10, 1903. His father, ; !
- a minor offieial in the post office system was killed fighting on the e
Western Front shortly after the outbreak of World War I, After gttending
humenist high schools (himanistische gymhesien)at Dortmund and Mainz, Best
studied law ot thé universities of Frankfurt am Main, Freiburg im Breisgau,
and Giessen, receiving the degree of Doctor of Laws from the University of
Heidelberg in 1927, Embarking on a legal career, he worked &s a court
reporter, administrator, lawyer, and court assessor in Mainz before receiving
an appointment ;8 & judge in the Hessian court. He held this position until
his discharge on December 1, 1931, after charges of treason in connection
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with the Boxheim Documents hgd beenm brought against him, Best's role in
this abortive effort to overthrow the Weimar Republic is not cleaf} one
source reports categorically that he was the author of the documents. 3/
Best's explanation for his actions, that the decrees were to be put inté
effect only in the event of a Cemmunist révelution in 1931, were accepted

and the charges against him dropped. He was not, however, reappointed to the
Judgeship. - :

Best was welcomed into the Nazl Party im 1930, for as early as 1919
he had been politically active in the French Occupation Zone, receiving a
suspended sentence and a fine of 1,000 marks for his part in thé German
passive resistance movement of 1923, He received rapid promotions within -
the Nazi Party, and was elected a Nazi deputy to the Hesse Landtag in 1931,
the year in which he joined “the SS with the rank of Ober=Sturmbannfushrer =
(Lieutenant colonel). In 1933 Best becaiie St,te Commissioner of thé Hessian )
Police, and on July 10 of the same year was appointed president of the Land
Poliee (Landespolizei). After steering the Land of Hesse through the Nazi .
. seizure of power, Bést was given a leave of absence from his positions in
Hesse in order to work in the inwstigative service of the Relchsfuehrer SS,
Heinrich Rimmler. In 1936 he héld the dual positions of Chief of the Legal
Division of the SS and First Govermment Counselor and Depity Director of the
Gestapo, the latter organization having been brought undér SS control late
in 1935, The outbregk of war found Best as Chief of Administration and
Law in Himwler's Department of the Interior, a-position which probably -
made him Himmler's assistant in dealing with high treason and espiomage. 4/

' 'Best began his wartime céreer eminently qualified for the important
positions which he was to hold. He had written numerous Nazi books and
pamphlets, among them the chapter om "Thé War and the Reieh" in Ernst
Juenger'e definitive volume, War and Warriorg. He held the SS rank of ‘_
Obersturmbannfuehreér, and was a close persondl friend of Himmnler's., Best E
was also one of the theoreticians of the Nazl government; oné of his roles
Seems tO0 have béen t0 explain the need for thée Nazi police system, and in~
doing so he touched on the philosiphieal bases of Nazism,

The Wer Years

With the c¢ollapse of France, Best was sent to Paris as chief military
adninistrater with the S8 rank of Brigedefuehrer (brigadier géneral). He
actéd as Otto Abetz' personal assistant and earned for himself the nickname
"Bloodhound of Paris".5/ The famous "telegram crisis" of 1942, in which Hitler
expressed his indignation at the perfunctory reply which King Christian of
Denmark sent to a birthday telegram from Hitler, gave the German government
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a good opportunity to withdraw ite énvoy to Demmark, Renthe~Fink, and replace
him with D, Best. At the same time, the German military commarndet” was re-
placed by Genersl Hermarivon Hanneken, a man more in accord than most with
Josef Goebbels' concept of tota.l war.

Beat and von Hanneken disagreed violently' from the very beginning of
their joint tenure in Demmark. It was apparently Best's desire to pursue
a moderate course in Dénmark, using the Danish press, the Danish police,
and respected Danish Authorities whenever possible to enforce the German
ocoupation., Von Habneken, on the contréry, espouséd from the start a
poliey of extreme severity and repression. Although Best!s conciliatory

- policy turred out to be a failure, ke had by 1942 ‘established comnections

among the Nasl hierarchy in Berlin which allowed him to keép the upper -
Hand, even in the faee of criticism by Hitler. 6/ 7/ Best is reported to
have been close to Joachim von Ribbentrop, _/ Mar&in Bormann, 9/ and
Reinhard Heydrich. 10/ _

P ,

- Best's desire fer'mod'er'a.tibn‘ in Detiiark was doomed to failure, for
the Danes. accepted their role in the "New Order" no more readily than
other Europeans, The free elections that Beadt persuaded Bérlin to dccépt
in Denmgrk., resulted in & severe defeat for the Danish Nazi Party, which

recelved only 2 pércent of the votes ecést, the other 98 pereent going to

the democratic fronts. The period between the election in Mgreh 1943 and
the state of emergenéy declared by von Hénneken in Augist 1943 saw & growing
increase in acts of sabotage and strikes.  After August 1943 Demmark was = -
under de faoto militéry rule, although 4 erigis of July 1944 was again met
with moderate repressive meagurées, the stiriking workers even receiving their
wages for the peried of the strike. It may be said that Dr, Best, perheps
nore than any of the other German governors of ‘occupied countries, attempted
to win &n ally for Gefmany, and that this poliey, pursued by him to the erd,

proved to be a total ,fp.ilure.

Best,‘"von Hanneken, and Himmler apparently agreed not to persecute the
Denish Jews, 1In this desire, however, they were &verruled by Hitler, 11/
and on October 1, 1943, they arrested some 40D Jews, who ‘were subsequently
deported to German;r. ‘Beat and Von Hanneken appear to have been largely
responsible for the successful escape of most Danish Jews to Sweden in
direct vielation of Hitler' s wishes. 5/

Personal:ltz and Views ‘

Best was unquestionably a rough:neck polit.ician in his university days,
and could take care of himself in the rough-and~tumble of the Weimsar politieal
scene,  He appears, however, to have chatiged completely in the years follow-
ing his marrisge ih 1930 to Hildegarde Regner. 4/ Benedetto Capomasza, First
Secretary of the Itelian Legation at Copenhagen during Best's service there,
deseribed lidm as "a person of troad and moderate mind, with a touich of human
sense which makes him different from the other Nazi chiefs, He has many

children; he is a happy husband, and he loves his family life". It was
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Capomazza's opinion that Best possessed considerable diplomatic skill which
Jenabled._him to come close to success in his objectives in Denmark.

The quality which endeared Best most to his Nazi chiefs in Berlin was
probably his unswerving loyalty to the Nazl ideal. A Danish refugee described
him as "a handsome, polished, well-mannered, elegantly dressed féllow who
will stop at mothing to éarry out the orders of Himmler, his masgter,"” ;L_Z_/
Another quality mentioned frequently in comeetion with Best is frankness; 3
there exists the apocryphal story that, upon being réproached for having ~ .
assured Kirg Christian that thé Gefuans had no 1htentien of dssunirg conti ol
ih 1943, ohe day, in fact, Yefore the German Army did so , Best ‘ansiwered with
Gomplete cynieism, "But I em & man without honmor," 12/ ~These qualities must
have been highly prized in Berlin, for Best, in spite of his failure in -
Demark, retained his position until the’ end of the war, receiving in 1944
a prométion to the grade of Obergruppenfuehrer (lieutenant general), the
highest rank of the SS. : e

Sources:

lt;

Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung, August 30, ,1951, UNCLASSIFIED.

2/ Bonn, Despatch 2335, Felruary 9, 1953, RESTRICTED.

R&K, Central European Section, April 20, 1943, UNCLASSIFIED,

Inside the Gestepo, Hansjuergen Kochler, London, 1940, UNCLASSIFIED.
Stockholm, Despatch 3548, Enclosure #1, June 16, 1944, UNCLASSIFIED.
Stockholm, Despateh 3800, July 31, 1944, UNCLASSIFIED,

London, Associated Press, Augiust 29, ‘1943, UNCLASSIFIED,

Stockholm, 0SS #8288, November 13, 1942, SEGRET,

Bern, 0SS #2139, May 18, 1942, classification unkmown.

New York Times, November 6, 1943, UNCLASSIFIED,

New York Times, October 8, 1943, UNCLASSIFIED. '

Stockholm, Telegram #3879, August. 95 1944, classification unknown.
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€0 nrad Best died in 1914, 37 years old, Postine
speﬁ%or und Ob

ut nant de

r Reserve.

~Politioal attitude N@tional-li%eral

‘Karoline Chri: tiane Begtg nee Nohr, born on September,

» 1875 in Bessuhzen near Darmstadt. Residemces 15,

Eleonorenstrasse in
Political attitude: Nazi,

Iiegnite, Theaterwissonscha

s

« Lahn,
Politicdl bt i'i:ude,.« ’ﬁazi

usenhein,

Ronrad Glinther walther BeStf born on May,

20th, 1965 in

lex, Residenoe. Mu.rburg Qe

Hilde Best, nes Hegner, born on May, de%

HesIdénoe! 259, Strandvej,
"0ksb8l Carp',
Political attitude: Nome.

~ Gisela 13 years old

Bortmut 11 years old
M' 9 yeors old
&@_i_x_@ 6 years old
ﬁ?.ethart 3 yeirs old‘.
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the pi'el‘iminary legal eﬁmm, the so=-culled. Referendars
pritfung”,- For .the next three yeors he did prastiocul

work at various Hession courts and:centres of adninistrea-

tion, until he passed the legal exam at Darmstudt in
1928, and becane Gerichtsassessor. When he was studyling
he wrote his doctor thesis, which he o aindin 1928
at the university at Heidelberg, and he got the titel
of Dr, juris. : L

Fron 1929 to 19}1.he had vaerious appoirtnente

a8 & judge at variouz Hgsslian ocourts in Worms, Relnheln,

Grass-Gerau, Friedberg, Gerashein, Alzey,

In 1931 he wos suspended from the secupaiion,
as he, belng afraid of the lnoreasing unemplioynent in
Germany, privately had written some designs of an wxtic~
le about ene¥rgency arrangements, By .some neans c¢r other
thess documents came in the hands of the Hessien sdni-
nigtration, and diiring the investigaotion the detaines
wag suspended, as nentioned, His suspension lagted till
1933, and during this tine he earned nothing but the
subsistence roney, which the Hegsian diet paid hinm, His
paynment amounted to Bmk, 160,- per month, and for this
anount he supported hinself, wif'e and a child,

: 932, the
deteines ‘s ocircunstunces improved, ag Dy. MULLER cove
hinm the occupution as leader of the Hesslan polite, He
first becane Stootskommisar and later on landespoligedl-
prisident, the last mentioned being a title only, His
occupation stilil wag leglerungsrat at the Hessian nini
stry of the interior, B

After the Nuzis® MachtUbernehmen in 1

His occupation in Hesse ceased in ths end of .
1933, as political disagrecnents rose between Best and
the local doulslter, | | :

Lt the request of Himmler he thereafter sntered
the German Reichsgpolisei; where he was until 194¢, Bge
sldes being chief of 4bt. I, he was deputed tenporary
leadsr of ibt, I1I, which had to do with Ab and
esplonage, and this ccoupatioz he had wntil™1939,

: ~~Fron June 1940 until August 1942,he was K:Li@ge«
verwaltiingschef in France with headwgquarter in Parig,
and th_en'he cane to Demmark as Reighsbevollméichtigle,

§ 2, The detainee explains thaet he had been & member
of the Nazi youth association "Jungnotionaler Bund* in
his youth, and when studying he had been & nember of
*Deutscher Bochschulenring’, These two association were
really unpolitical, being student~bodies , which wr s
engaged in a¢adeniocnl guestions, The detainee deoclared

that he was youpg when he got national feelings, Ls

well hig father's death in the battle-field, which he
looked upon asg o Heroic death, as the collapse of das
deutsche Reich , had inmpressed hindeeply, and he deci-

ded to do his utnost, so that Gernany aznin asudd sema -

t 7 ’ T\

- out of the nire, into which it had sun| 272 0V ({
avare of this, nlready og o young moa, |  OfelLe Qe N U0y ”Vl
that his nother und brother lived unde: aauissviosa |
-0us ¢lrcunstances, us she kept two gons — e '

out of a little pension. Do his whele youth was cf a
very serious, yes nearly ascetic nature. He wasg only
grogosed for work and duty, he therefire conaidered it
o be his duty to rsstore Germany aguin,
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‘ .- During the tine when he wbg studying, he had
been influenced by the Gernan philogopher I'ICHTE s nas-
ximy, as he had joined the so-called Fichfe HocHschule
Gemeinde.,

.7 Best maintaing that the bagis for his later
political view of the world has been teken from Fichte s

speech.to the German nation, "Beden an die Deutsche
Nationen®, in which is explained the definition of a

- natlon. Toe detalnce g political endeavours reached tine

by time a higher lsvel, Ha loocked for intercourse with
fanous authers and menbers of the wristoocracy, but the

. increading unemployment, whilsh seemed to be o complete

catastrophe, forced him to gee that something effective
had:-to be done. The detalnse understood that the exclusive
eirele hs had tried to get into connection with, would |
be tnable to do the work; which had to be dome, in order
to stop - what the detainee called - the progrebsive une
employment, o

‘During the years the detainee had heard and resd

" gbout the ‘Nationalsocialism, and time by tine he was oone

vinced about the faot that the Nationalsocialism only
would be gtrong onough to soclve the problen whiech |

to be done, 1f Germany shcould be brought out of the chaos,
into which the odd political parties fine by time had
brought it. - What specially nad plegsed the detainee in
the Nazi progran wos the promise of big state work sche-
mes, by which nillions of men weuld get work inmediately,
by which the purshasing power would rise again and give
productive wark also cutside the proper state work,

" On Novermber, lst, 1930 he joined DNSuP in Hege~

 se. hAlready then he had heoxd several speeches by Hitler,

and he was fully convinced ebout the fact that this man
would be able to prevent the danger of death, which

threatened Germony.

- In 1931 the detainee became a nember € 83, This
happened upon application from the leader of Stondhrte
Hessen, who wanfted the detainee tb wear 88-uniform in
the Hessian diet, of which the detbinee wos a member,

The faot was that nost of the mermbers of the diet, were
meribers of B4 and were wearing the brown Si-uniform. It,
was therefsre important from the point of view of propo-
ganda that the BS=-uniform also was represented at the
diet. Best becane: ' . )

1931 88 ilann : Gerichtsassessor ausser
R . Dlemst
1933 5turﬁfuhrer_ | Regierungsrat
1935 Obergturmbonn~ o
, fihrer. L _Oberregierungsrat

1937 Standartenfthrer Ministerialrat

1938 Oberfithrer und . ‘ - o
Brigadenfithrer "Ministeriqldirigent

1940 flw ‘ Ministerialdirektbr, -
- : , T o477 VEVN
1942  Gruppenfibrer - Belohsbevolln

&
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' The detoinee’s various promotions within §Y has
been of o pure formmal nature and was given only, so that
he should not be inferior to the variows SS-men, He maine
taing that he has never received noney fron S8 or the
Patty, but has always been puoild by the German governw

rent.

§ 3. In 1923 the detalnee Jjolned o volunteer nilitaxy
oourse at the 15th., Infantry regiment, Jigerreginent,
at Marburg. after 3 weeks he hurt his foot, why he had
to give up the further edvcation, ~ When the war broks
out 1n. 1939 he joined again, and he was called up for
the 36th. infantry regiment at Friedberg. He participo-
ted in the training for two nonths, as the Oberkommando
tcok him out &f the line and referred hinm to the Mili-
tary adninistration. ' :

58 - ho daid not join the 88 ihe reason wag that

. kis decision about entering the army was due to a con-

“

WORK WITHIN
POLICEY

TRANSFER TO THE
REICHPQLIZEI:

troversy with HEYDRICH. so he was really without con-

nection with g¥ dnud In'a way unemployed,

In Logust 1940 he was sent to Paris, where he bew
cane departnentelsader in "Verwaltungsstab®., His task
wag to negotiate with the French Government Cormittee
about the nany different purs gdninisterial questions,
which were present in the ocoupied Fruuge,

§ 4, In Morch 1933 he took over the position as_leadez;
of Landespolizei in Hessz. It wus his task to ddapt

things to the new course which had to be followed after
the Machtiibernahren, To obtain this, he inwmediately erw *

ployed some BA and Btahlheln nen as auxiliary police,
Just as he had the politilcal opponents put to prison
and later on transferred to a camp. 411 over the Reich
these arrests took place without being legol, and the
arrestad persons were later on trangferred to consentra-

- tlona camps without trial. They may later on have been

placed before o court. ~ The detainee wanted to point
out that the above nmentioned arrestings appuarently were
done by the regular policenca, who remnained in their
positions. » B : ' '

§ 5. The ocoupation as leader of Landespolizel in Hesse

hoe had until the end of 19{3, as political dilsagreenments

rose between Best and the local Goauleiter SPRENGER, who
wanted the attituds towards the old police men to be nore
severe, The effect was that Best was exempted fronm his

" position in Hesse, i

. Then EIM;E‘“@ sent for him, and asked'him, if he
wag interested in o pesition within the organization of

the Gernan Reiochspolizel, ond as Best accepted this pro-

poeal, he wog sent out on & journey to Btuttgart and
Munich for 6 months in 1934 and afterwards to Berlin,
also for a period of 6 nonths, and everywhere he had the
opportunity to get familiar with the work under abt. I,
In January 1935 he was appointed -leader of Abt. I, which
had to do with pure adninistrative things. 3eq VAVN
Juridical and financiel natters and trailni L2472
i.gg,cthi-s_ position he kept until he came t¢
] . . :
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*vwaich in the same monent got the nane of Reichsgicher=

-ag issulng of pass-ports.

gizh the Jewish problem in Germany, as that came vnder

)

DONSTITUTION 45:
IRADER OF ABIGIII:

- departrment under Hinler, .

.

, Fron 193% %o 1935 Reichspolizel was actling as .
seourity police .only, for which reason it came direct-
1y under Hirmnler, dbut wten Himmlerain 1935 became chisf
of the German police in/German home ministry, the Ger-
moan oriminal police came under the Reichspolizel too,

heltshauptamt; The detain=e s position remoined unchan-
ged, nanely leader of Abt. I, but he got new tasks, so

The detaines’s cormanier-in-chief was,.as nentlon-
ed HIMMIER , who was chief of the German police, while
Best s Irmédiate superior wes HEYDRICH, who named him-
gelf chief of the German Sicherheitspolizei, At the time
0% the Anschluss - Maxch 7938 - Heydrich ordered hinm to
¢ghooge a certain nuwiber of police men, who should oppear
at Munich o2 a ecertain day, this order he obeyed, The
detainee hag had nothing elge to do with the Ansohluss,
and he stated that Heydriech s ordexr arrived a few days
before the polise men should be ot Munich,

. He further explained that he had nothing to do

leichsinnenninisteriun seen from the point of law, while
these laws were carvied into effeet by Abt. IV under -
Bharge of the then Oberreglerungs- und Krininalrsi, Dr,
HEINBICH MULLER, |

L | ', Nor.ho,‘s he had anything to do with the consentra=-
tion éarps, as he soys that this question came under the
then, Generalmajor BICKE,' who woas the lsadexr of o gpecial

§ 6. The detoinee oxplained that the leader of Abt,III
Gegtapos Abwehr, Dr. PATSCHOWSKI got into a confliwt -
with the then Relohsk*Tepsiiinisterium and was, disnissed,
A8 Hirmler and Hejdrich wanted this departnent to work
ag' diplomatic .and easy as possible in relation ‘to the
E‘ehz‘ma_. iachts Abwehr, and as there was no fitted expert, .
he detainee was required %0 place himself at the dige

: Rosal of this' departiment too, at the same tirme being

eader of Abt. I.

His main tosk was to see that fhe work between
the Wehrmachts Abwehr and tho police s Abwehr worked as
smoothly as possibls, and to settle coupetence digputes,
if any. In order to achieve this it was determined that
the Wehrmachts Abwehr should have to do with the active
intelligence service ond ccunterespionoge;, while the
Polizel s Abwehr ghould have to do with the examination

‘and the penal prosecution in the cases where treason

wag supposed to ¥\be in hand,

The detainéefs work as leuader of the department.

was quite easy, being in chorge only when competence
disputes rose., The ds'ly nanagement of the Abwehr work

did not actually rely upon him, and the effeot was that
weeks could pass’ where he did not do any work for Abt,

I1I, as the daily work went on sutomatically. He usually
negotiated with ‘the then Kapitin zur See, later Admiral
CANARIS or his deputy, Obertsleutnant BAMLER, later on o

erstleutnant yon BENTIVEGNT, T g 7-z20 VW !

- o - . ‘ | 7= ca@ A~ Quopny |
The detainee informs that Abt, III ) 0febe " J
their own exaninations, interrogations et — GAMISSVI .

—

no executive authority. - \

Signed:  H, Frost, Hbeg Madsen,
. t . b ¢

¢ e,
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ACTIVITY IN FRANCE. -

PARIS:

«Fes

§ 7. In Paris he was leader of & section within the
ddninistration,  whish cane under the ccrmander-ine
ghief in France, He had to do with s . . osD Ponde o=
narieg in all nmatters, which did not conecern conmercisl
thingg, s.g. police, sdministration -f justice, culture
etc. His French lizison was & Prefect Dr, INGRAND, with
whom the detalree thinks he has had a SENCible COOLBYa=
tion., He insists upcn the fact ¢hat he has cooperated

wWith robody else in France,

- On beim% confronted abouh the fact that during
his activity in France he got “h> nishunamey "The Blocd
Hound from Peris®, which nicknams he had still got when
he arrived here in Deamark, he said, that he knows about
it, but he cannot gee the rsusenm why he has been called
80, On the vontrery the detaines is of the opiniom that
the French Nation ought to be grateful to him, as he
wag an oppongn%t of hostape exeoutiong and similar texs
ror actloms. He stated thal among his properties ha has
had 8 lstter from Durland s gecretary cof stats ZBENOIS

MACHIN, thanking him for his intelligidle attitude o=
wards th v

REMOVAL TO BERLIN:

\

%

REMOVAL TO DENMARK:

e Frenchmen in general, ,

The detalnee maintains that he was only enm ingignifi-
cant part of the muchinery in France, as no ex« utive
suthority was given to him, 50 he cannot undertsned,

why he has got the above menticned nickname,

§ 8, In the beginning of 1942 the detaines wag wovesd
to Augwirtiges Amt in Berlin. RIBBENTROP haed spoken aboud
& position within the Foreign BE¥pIomdcy Servics, and the
detainee gpent 3 months in Berlin, to make himself
acgueinted with the work at Auswirtiges Amt, He went

from section to sectlon to learn the detailg of the
routihe, and to indentify himself with the taske, which
could be at hand,

In Qutober 1942 Ribbentrop told him that Hitlew
had recalled the Germsa minlgter in Demmark von Renthe-
Pink,: end that it was possible that the detaliee could
gef"'%his position, , _ :

§ 9¢ .On November 15th. 1942 the detainee was mwoved to
Dgnmark as Reichsbevollmigtigter, . contradistinguished
from the retired Renthe-Fink, the detainee was no ap~
pointed minister, as he then should have presented hisg
credentialg to the king, which must not take place ace
oordin% to an order given by Hitler, Hitler was offen=

ded with the king, it had expressly been stated thaet

the detalnee should cooperate with the Danish geowernment,
and should leave alcne the Hoyal Family, But the detai=-
nee noticed soon that that wes not good for the work heve
in Dgnmerk thet he slways had to igunore the king, and
therefore he tried very hard to re-establish the cone
nection with the Royal Family, Asg far ag the detainee

can remeumber, he was in March 1947 authorized to apply
first to the Crown-Frince and later om to the King himsel?l
The detainee maintains that during the 30 months he has
been here in Dgnmark, he has always tried to pursue o
policy out from what he himself had made for & national
principle, and on account of pure reasons he has tried
to cooperate with the gowernment and the Sof 77 0 VN Rl
here in Denmark, This policy had the efel T e ot
for propaganie reasons called Demmark o f O/eLESY T
tectoratd, but the policy busted purtly ( aaldissvioad |
propagando from London and partly on aceduus ur toe Uo=
nish Resistance Movement, As far as the detailnee can see

!
vy \

&
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RELATION TO
PANCKE .

RELATION T0
BOVENSIEREN:—

L
¢ (9

" . ‘“8”0

the Resistance Movement kusw that the policy, pursued
here—ir rle-—-wed tna most dangerouy policy, which -
csuld be pursued, with rogard to the foot that the Re-
sigtence lovement wanted Denmark tc be rsoognlzed 8s an
Allied belligerent, The Danish Reslstance Movement and
the propaganda from Londog avalled themgslves of the
nentality, whieh was prevalent within the leadling (o=
men military circeles, and they susceeded 1ln exiting the-
g8 circles to such anextent that they for the sake of
their prestige felt Znduced t¢ force the evar-increasing
numbers c¢f stringent matterxs here in Denmark, The detale
nee malntalns that be has always besn an oppoaent of
these gtringent matters, and e has in all ways tried-

- to stop it; Just ag be hag protested against i1t in Auge

wirtiges Amt, When told thot he could not help being B
aware of {he fact thot o more stringent procedure caus
ged a big sooriiice of the Danish population, portly by
weans of clearing-mmrders and partly by means of coune
ter-gabotage, and that he had really mode the best out

- of a bed job, ke declares thot 1t was lmpossible for -

him to changs the course; as he would have been disgmig~
sed immediately or even sgent to & consentration somp ‘
if he had informed Berlia about the fact that he would
retire if the policy hs wanted cowuld not be pursued.

The result would have bsen that a new man with s much
more stringent course would have been send up here, BHs
further mointaing that during the disoussions with the
leading Danish perscns he agein and again has agked, if
they wanted him to retire, but be always got the answex,
that they d1d nct risk so, in order not to get a more

' strin%enx eccurge here in Demmark, Finally he thought

that 1t was impossible for him %o retire during the wax,
even 1f he wanted to, as he in &ll probabllity had been
told to carxy on in the position,

2 ras appointed hdhere 88 und Polizsie
it was expressly stated that his poe

sltion was to rark parallel with thoat of the Reichsba-
vollmiichtigter, Jeveral times the detainse tried to have

it changsed, so that he would be the superior of Pancke,
but HIMMLER opposed and defined precisely that the two
positIons were collateral. 9c the detainee had no influvne
ce on Pancke nor was he in command of him, so he could
not prevent Pancke and his police from doing what they
wanted to, and the detainee points out that he cannot
be held ....a2onzible for their behavior here in Denmark,

"% 1l. About his relation to BOVENSIEPEN the detainee ex-

~ plains that he was not at oFERVSP¥¥on & superirx, dut

ggVengiegin reoeive%ﬁ§§318§%e§§ from iancke or direct
om Bexlin, ggi.gA HUNNER, But the detainee hag often

send for Bovéhsiepen In 0rder to be informed about the

doings here in Demmork, so that he was able to answer

the questions from the Danish cffioials,

A stated Bovensiepen reigned supreme, he never
congulted the detoinee before doing his officiel duties.
The detainece ig of the opinion that Bovensiepen was the
actuel leader of the counter-terror heré in Denmark, but

he maintains that thig has never been hinted to him di-
rectly. :

The detalnee says now, however, that in some cases,
8.8, the blasting«terror at Odense, he } 5180 VIVN gl |
so direct a way that he was not in doubl| 477 Lo
that the Germons were behind this terwo:

Mdl'{g{Cn? w1 Aioginy
sion he wired o protest to Berlin, orELE __j
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RELATION TO THE
POLICE:

L4
w=Gor

_ When being confronted =bout the faot that Bovenw
siepen hag explained that Pelin always ordered him to
confer with Dr. Pbst before wulecring-murdérs and coun-
ter-sabotage took place, so thet the actions did not
give a distufbing effect on the political line, which
Dr., Best intented to pursue here in Denmerk, Dr, Best
declared that that was not the case. He admits having
told Bovensiepen and Pancke, when they in general dige
cussed thip subject, that cortuin groups of officlals,
political leaders etc, ought to be kept outside the re-
tridbution notiong, as a murder of a pergon of the men=<
tioned catagories might cause troubles, if the result
wag contrary to the intention, The detainee points out
that his warnings were not follpwed in some ocesess €.8.
in regard %5 the director of Z4dvrbour works and various
members of the Lower House. Begslides this genersl warning
to the two men, the detainee has bgen unable to assist

- .in selecting the victims, which Bovenglepen bas picked

out, as he, socording to his position s nature, had no
rights to give orders to Pancke or Bovensiepen,

When told that Bovensiepen further more had said
that the detainge in seversl cuses personally had referw
red Bovensiepen s attention to & subjeot, which was worth
gounter~gabotoge, e.g. the Tuborg case, the detainee .
gtel?ies t%iis; He does not knew ®hy Bovensiepen will frame

8 on him, L

§ 12. The detainee maintaing that the relations betwesn

-himgelf and the German p:lice in Denmark always were
- strained, and it inereused after the so-called netional -

- gtrike, The detainee wants to explain that he considered

- politielans BUHL and

- oommand but let the chance slip out of |

it hils duty to finish this nationsl strike as soon &g -
gossi‘ble and in the cheapest way for both parties. Thus
e came in opposition to the German police, who in the
meosures, cutting off the gupply of water, light and gas,
which meugures were taken :w account of themational
strike, saw 8 wellcome opportunity to dealth® Copenhégen
population .and dlaso the Resistance Movement with a f£inal,
smashing blow. It wag the police s, in casge of Bovensie«
pen, proposal to keep the punishments in force as long
ag possible, 8 ~ 14 days, so that the population would
have been brought to a complete subjeotion. The detainee
wag againgt this and he~really saw & personal victory,
as he b{ political means sucoeeded in finighing the
national strike during a few days, by getting the Danish
OLE BJURN KBANT snd others to ap-
mnrougy the wireless, The propa-

peal to the Popul

- ganda which appeared after the strike showed, however,

that his agsistance was not appreciated, but wag used
82 that the end of the national strike became a viotory
to the population and the Liberation Couneil. Berlin
looked at 1. in the same way, and he has several times
been blamed in this regpect, He further states that 1t
was on hig request that the Wehrmacht took over the oeme-
mand re the asccomplishment of the extraordin meagus=
reg, He asked General won HANIEKEN to see to this, kno-
w:ln% that PancKe"wanted to ke over the command in the
rising situation. The detainee insisted upon the Baoct

" that the Wehrmacht would be the mildest way out, and he

was suoceesful. He knows that Pynoke la
reprimands from Berlln, because he did

80,427_2'91‘3(] VIVN \_»gl E
”67.&',;5({37& Lioyiny \

left it to the Wehrmacht to accomplish aadissvidad |
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When belng confronted on the fact that he must be
considered megponsible too to the texror-policy, which
was in force here in Deumark, he declered that he oan-
not agree to that, Told +that in Danish opinlons anyhow;
he -hag been accegsory in the orimes committed, he denies
this tos and refered tc the fuet that first of all he
Yad no executive suthority to stop the terror-policy,-”
and gecondly he-had protested against the used methods
through the wayws which were vpen to him, namely throu%h
Augwirtiges Amt, Further told that he hud been presgen
cn Dec. 30th, 1943 when HITLER spoke aboul what wag 0
heppen in Denmark, he explalned that in broad outlines
he knew about it, but the order wag not given to him per=
sonnally, but either through Eitler to Pancke or direct

- to Pancke, For instance did he know nothing sbout the

THE ACTION OF THE
POLICE:

fact thet they hod clolmed clearing-murders in the pro=-
portion 1 $o0 5, He was of the definite impression that
the clearing~muirders ghould be in force towards ths Da-
nish terrorigts only, so when he gaw that they went out-
glde thege scopes and storted to murder persons, who had
had nothing to do with the actioans in question, he pro«.
tested in Berlin. 90 he will not admit that he in any
way either direct or indirect can be held liadble to the
terror-actions wbich were committed; during the time he
wag Heichsbevollmichtigter here in Denmark,.

§ 13. The detainee explained that he had no knowledge
about’ the fact thot the action in question was to tuke _
rlace. Begst himgelf was in Jutland to inspect the battle-
ment werk, and thers he reoceived & telegraphic informa-
tion about the action ogaingt the police. He returned to
Copenhagen immediately, but met here a performed fact
and thus it was impossible for him to ¢n%ad things up,
When being confronted about the fact that Pancke has
explained that on September, 12th, during a conversation
he had told the deteinee that in the days following an
action against the police would take plaoe, he declined
that Pancke should have gaid anything like that to him,
The writers made him scquainted with the fact that Pancke
had explained that Berlin had given the order that Best
was not to be lnformed about this, but-for private and
friendly reasons Pancke found it necegsaxry to tell-Best
about "1, so that he should not be taken by surprise, ~
Best gtill. denied that Pancke should have sald what 1ig

- gtated abova,

At lest the detainee wanted to add the following:

' Competence digputes were always prevalent between
Best and the loocal German police. On March, 5th, Dr, Best
wag present in the German Ministry of Porelgn Affalrs
in Berlin, where a deliberation took place between va-
rious prominent officials, amongst others Dr, KALTEN~
BRUNNER, Amongst other things they were to discuss the
question ¢f the German refugees in Denmark, which was
very urgent at that time, During the deliberation the
detainee mointained that if they wanted to send more

- German refugces to Denmark, it wos necessary to do some-

~ thing to ralse the mood or rather to roise sympathy for

Germany, and he proposed that the Danis S TR RINGN
gent back tn Denmerk, The Bernadotte-Acl S+42-77 " """ -
. - . | — o] -e_g,—é—é’\’ ~ Auopny
. This was 50 t0 say well reoeived ¢ aatdIssy1o1a AJ
deoided, hut suddenly Kaltenbrunner appe— ——— '
communique from Denmark, probably from BSVENSIEPEN, 4in

N

;

|
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which was stated thet the Gormun Sicherheitspolizel in
Denmark had unveilau 8 resistance group of 6.000 mean, This
communuqui, of which the detainee knew nothing, was ple-
ced before HITIER, who immediately blew up in a rage, and
forbid to bY¥Ing one single Danish person back to Denmark,
8o the German police put al; possible obgtacles in the ‘
way of the detainee,

. 8COPE OF ACTIVI- -
TY: § 14, The detainee s pogition here in Denmark wag divie
ded into 4 head depariments,

aup abtc Ig AUSWEBTIGE POLITIKD

leader; nister Dro ON abt 61 years o]d abt
rputent, oald-hssaded, Was. d*s;misséd
when thp Danlsh police action took place,zo~
cused of high tresason.

| | . He wes replaced bys
- Minister Benn&xmqubt 50 years old, dbt, 163

' cnms, sllm“““a“r;"qomswnat bald, wore gluses,
o : Arrested, is in Naumﬁnqte*o

Deputy: Studiearat, 8 Uhtersturmfuhrer der Reserveina
r der Wafi'em 898 BIELSTEIN}d;bta 35 years cld,
ebt, 170 cug, &t Calr, Lialgon officer of
the Danish.Minisuvy of Foreign Affairs,

Gesandtschaftsrat, I BOBRIK _head of the
conanlete departmenu, earg old; abt,
179 cms, slim, dark»halred° Arregted, is in 7
Maumﬂnster, :

gggtaht. II, VEBHALEUNG UND RECHT,

‘;g_ggr' Begierungsdirektar, e FRI~DRICH STATMANN,
abt. 45 years old, abvt7 PR CoPpULENE,s
dark-haired, wore glagged,

Deputy: Cberr egierungsrat, LUDWIG CHANTHE, abto 35
years old, abt. 170 -onsy—adnosmeismefat, dari
nair, Dle& cn April, 1lst, 1945 in Copenhageno

Regierungera,,ZIEGT 45 years o0ld, abt,
175 ocums; slender; strongly built, thin dark
hair, Arrested is at Neuntingter,

Heuptabt, III, WIRTSCHAFT,

leader: Ministerialdir*gﬁnt Dro EBNER, abt,’ 65 years
old, ab%, 160 oms, s$fﬁ““53?E:g§T?Tﬁh

Deputy: = Ministeri lrat&* 2 WUNDEHn abt, 63 years old,
' avt, 165 oms, SIEUtTE *‘éhalred Pro~
bably in Copenh&geno

Oberréglerungsrot, Dr.. STL M;;t 40 years old,
abt, 170 cms, corpulent, in fair hair, blue
egeq, one glass-aye. Arrested, is at Neumin-
gter,

‘ ! Zang VAVN oyl
Reglerungs oM a7 ol
ab, 175 222?’5??01@137 Tate|  o/eLei ‘0‘”*]
regted, is at Neumunster, 1 adidissvioid
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Henptabt . IV, TECHNIK,

leador:

GEICUAFTIREREICH, KULTUBPQLITIK,‘_

I“*uh Landesrat MARTINOEN abt 50 yeers old,
abt, 180 oms, strORETy bullt, thin dark hair

In February 1945 he was replaced by:
Ministeri a,.Ld 1Qen+ GOLLEBT, abt, 47 yeors
pld, abt, 175 cmm, ﬁé‘—ﬁﬁ‘@ﬁ%;'thm dark hair,
Waa?‘fng glsasaes,

Replaced bys

Dxp.;omingeniewc ZICKERT abt 38 years old,
abw 175 o, SEEmA aired,

Leader:

ABT, ARBEIT,

DER_HANDELSATTACHE

Depitty:

| O”oer':eff‘vmmgsrafc,_ﬁr, HEISE

40 yeoexs old, a.b»“':‘"*’:ﬂ».’
scars frem dueling,

Pregreatsachd JUBGI‘N ‘ ' 35 years
oid, abt, 165 EHE;, "B en , fair’ hair, broad
f'aeeo Qouth u*le.nde“

Ihmuf‘unk&ttaehé LOFMANN, abt 45 years old,
ebt, 165 cmq,, PR 5 n dark hair,

-

a.'bu. 45 ears
0ld, abt, 165 cmyS-eor] o gnrfi™dork hair,
wearing glesSes. Was gent. to Danzig in Novem—
ter 1944, Wsm replaced 'by'

ght. 55 years old, abto

180 cmq . BT grayah ad.red, moustache., Arre—-
sted, 15 at Neumiingtex,

Geqera.lkonsui,, Do KBHGEB abt. 65 years old,
abt, 180 cms, e‘lﬁ?ﬁ‘fwﬁ. ERT, trra,

Direktox STEVEN, abt, 60 years old, abh 165
roeiiin dark hair, grey mougta-

DER_SCHIFPAHRTSSACHVERSTENDIGE-

ZENIRATARTEILUNG,

Leader;

GEORG FFRDINAN:D DUCKWITZ& a’ot, 40 years old;
B O-emey ¥, dark-heired,
Wearinb glassego TIs still in Copenhagen,

M .20t . 68 years old; abt. 160
cns, ﬁh‘fn,'%ﬁ white hair.-Arre;;ted, is at

Neunmtinster,
In W‘ebruary 1945 he was replaced by

Konsul MERFELS, obt. 55 yeaxr| g7 qu VAN
Omg, Widg R IENt, dark»hui - o/fggﬁjf*!f’“‘”“‘“”

aadIssvioda

S
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GENERALKONSULAT AT AARNUS,

KONSULAT AT AALBQORG,

KONSULAT AT ODENSE,

Konsul GZORG BSEME, ebt. 35 years old, sbt,
s BLil, dork-parred, Arrested, is at:

KONSULAT AT AABENRAA,

’

_ahi. 60 years old, abt. 170 cms,
» thin dark hair,

AUSSENSTELLE SILEKEBORG .,

CASPER, Verbindungsmann zum
Tenihnoer, abi, 43 years old, abt,

’;{‘ v ) + iy s . -
' S FRUARLE0E
180 oms, slim, subura halr,

. M
i

AUSSENSTELLE AABENRAAL,

Obérregierungsrat, 838 Stwrzmbannfithrer, "Dr,
HENJCH, 8bt, 40 years old, abt, 180 oms, darke-
y wearing glasses.

SCHALBURGKORPSET~ § 15, The detainee ezxplained that about New Year
o 1942/1.943 Hitler gave an order through Himme
' ler, whiock demanded all the Nazi movements from the
occupied countries 40 be coordinated under the so~calle
ed Germonlsche Leltstelle, which was already in force
in the case of Denmark, Through the ministry cf for-
eign affeirs in Berlin the detalnee inguired about the
relation of sommand, but he never received an angwer.
In order t¢ seoure himself gome influence of the de~
, velopmert in Denmark, he established a connecticn with
| , the hoad of Germanigche Leitstelle in Denmark, major
 _BOYSEN,.mnd asked him to report the~doings which might
occur, ag he at the same~time promised him economical
suppoxrt. He promised Boysen the economical sup%ort i~
order to be able to have a certain contrcl of Boysen s
activity, and-he did so, because he thought it bene~
. ficial-for his so-called "good-willepolicy*, and by
dolng so he owvoided the establishment of an athorita.
tive instance, upon which he had no influente, which
night have been of irreparable damage to his policy,

- The motive for establishing the Schalburgkorps in
the spring 1943 was that they in this way ware able to
enlist soldiers foxr the Gexrman Wehrmacht, for which -
redson the detalnee supported the undertaking. In the
last resort the Schalburgkorpd was surbordinated to
Pnacke with regard to 98-caseg, while the politiocal
lines of ths oorps were set up in connection with pure
Danigh orgenizations like DNBAP, but the detainee told
the leaders that the policy was to. ‘7?25mQVQVN ST th
the interests of Das Devtsche Relcl] #4776 oy

hand they were not to consider him| 0l eLE QA ~ e j |
of the coxrps. The detatnee maintaii QALAISSV103d

way compelled the corps to take wp ™= .. li avvivuug,
but he knew that he would have been able to do os, if
neoce BBaIYc .
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The detalniyz declines having used ths -¢oxrps against
the~Danish population in any way: On the contrexy he
says that hs in mony cases have sent for MARTHINSEN
and complained to him about the outward proceedings of
the corpag, , '

=3

- The Getalnes knows that Pancke after the police
aoction haz~-called wp geveral men from the Schalburg-
korps for service as Hilfspolizel, and Panckes did so
without having negotiated with the detainee beforehand,
vho towards Pancke demanded that these persons never

-were %o act along, but always should be togethk: .. with

german polics men, “when they were to turn out,

The actual disorganization of the Schalburgcoprs
took place~in February/Merch this year, in the detainees
o{inion, &3 the "members possible in their own initias
tive tried %0 establish a-new organization, which was
to bear the name of "Danigh National Agsembly” Dansk
national Samling. At any rate the detainee has not
supported the cOrps economically after that ¢ime apart
from the membersg, who should settle the affair,

Ags o final remark the detainee warted to gtate that

- the Schalburgoorps also received orders direct from Bere

lin from Obergruppenﬂihre%mqm who was head of 99
Houptam? ond Germanische Teitstelle] in this way it

~\ happened that members of Ycholburgkorpadt by direct

application to Bergex> had Boysen dismissed as leadex
of Germanischae Leitstelle here in Demmark, without the

knowlng cf tike detainee,

:

o4 7-277 0 VIWN ”
—-61_%.55 Yy N Aot
Aa141SSV103d
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