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until November, 1840. ‘W'h]le waiting for t.]:m last Brigade to
arrive, the Dmmnn wag made up- to strength by the 16th Britizh
Infa.m.nr Erigade, which fought a-il:un.g‘s:lda the Gth and 1lth at
Bidi Bam.m Since then thia British Brlga.de has seen much
fighting and has also gained s great name for itself,

No less than 19 different infantry regiments, British and In-
dian, have had battalions in the Division at one tims and anocther.
From the Indian Army there have been battalions of the 1st
FPunjab Regiment, 5th Mahratta Light Infantry, 6th Rajputana
Rifles, Tth Rajput Regiment, 10th Balach Rag;tmenl: 11th Sikh
Regiment, 14th and 16 Punjab Bag:menta and the 2nd, Tth and
9th Gurkha Rifles. From the British Army, including those in
the 16th Brigade, there have been battalions of the Queen’s Royal
Regiment, the Buffs, the Royal Fusiliers, the Leicestershira Re-
giment, the Royal Bussex Regiment, Essex and the Welch Re-
giments, the Argvll and Sutherland Highlanders and the Queen's
Own Cameron Highlanders.

‘All through these campaigns the artillery hes been British,
although in some cases the drivers have been Indian, The 1st,
36th and 31st Field Regiments R.A.* have been part of the Di-
vision thmughnut most of the campaign, and at times other regi-
ments have been attached. All three Corps of Sappers and Miners

have been represented, and so it can be said that the 4th Indian -

Division i a good cross-gection of both the British and Indian
Army.

There have been only three cummamiem sines fighting began
in 1940, Major-Geenersl (now Lieut.-General) Sir Noel Beresford
Pierse, X.B.E., C.B., 0.8.0. (Royal Artillery) led the Division ‘to
victory ng&mst. the Ttalians at Sidi ‘Barrani, Agordat.and Keren.
Mamr-GenenI F. W. Hmervj, B, D50, (Indian Armoored
Corps) was commander from .&pﬂl ta December, 1941, and it

was under him that the Division defeated Hommé-l & forces and .

advanced to Benghpei, Then Major-General F. I. 8. Tuker, c.B.,

0.£.0., 0.B.E. (2nd Gurkha Rifles) took command until Tunisia.

Unu’.m- him the Division carried obt the reargusrd -sction from
Benghazi to the Gazala line, fnught. at El Alamein and won its
« great final vietories.

For security reasons the names of the present commanders of.

the Brigades cannot be disclosed, but they also have not had
many changes, Brigadier W, L. L}ﬂ‘jﬂ D.6.0.; 0.B.E., 'M.0., (18th
Hyderabad Regiment) and Brigadier: 1D, Rnsmil D.5.0., 0.B.E.,

M.c. (T3th Frontier Foree Rifles), bdth of whom are now Major-. -

Generals, commanded the 5th Infantry Brigades for considerable’
periods, Brigadier (now Major-General) B, A, Savory, p.8.0.,
m.c., and Brigadier A. Anderson, D.6.0., M.c. (Queen's 'Own

Cameronn Highlanders) commanded the 11th Brigade until ifs

capture in Tobruk. Brigadier H. R. Briggs, 0.5.0. (10th Baluch

# t1th Field Hegiment hes been part of the Division since the sammer
of 1942 '

i

Regiment) led the Tth Brigade thmughuut all
ing, until he was promoted.

The Battle of Sidi Barrant was ‘the beg
sion's mbt unbroken run of snccesses, and v

. easy initiation into modern warfare. It was fi

paign in Eritrea, which was a muoch more &
Emu' thonsand casualties were suffered, and
prisoners of war. It wonld, however, be wron
vigtories over the Itslians were of little wort!
taries which cracked the morale of the Ital
actions easier.

After the fall of Keren, the 4th Division
to the Westarn Desert, with the knowledge &
have to meet the Germang fér the first fime
who said that the Indian soldiers would not
to the concentrated bombing and mass tank
mans, These Jeremiahs were proved false
Indian Army had indignantly maintained. Bu
Division went into action against the Germa
to be met.

In Syria, against the Vichy Freach, the
in troly amazing fashion. One American ecorr
captured made his way te Turkey. At Istanb
to cramp his style, he let himself go in & cab
of no less than four thousand words, telling the

ing. He had covered the fighting in Spain du

in Finland during the winter of 1039 and in ]
wrote that he had never seem such magnific

“and irresistible desh as that shown.by 3/1 Pu

46 Rajputana Rifles in their capture of Hise
It may here be mentioned that the 4th Bno. 6
has. been with the 4th Division throwghout i
has alse served under the command of the i
Divisions ab times and has seen more’ fighti
infantry. battalion,

During the campaign in Libya in the
the 4th Indian Division made its name, Agains
mass fank attacks, against hesvy dive-bombir
cing or retiring, it showed itself staunch, Or
Corps Commander wrote : "The ferocity whi
variably show in every encounter with the en
S?E_H, The 4th Indian Division is again seti
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940, While waiting for this last Brigade to
wag mede up to strength by the 16th British
ahich fought alongside the 5th and Ilth at
¢ then thizs British Brigade has seen much
50 gained a great nome for itself.

3 different infantry regiments, British and In-
alions in the Division at one time and another,
Army theve heve been battalions of the 1st
bth Mahratts Light Infantry, 6th Rajputana
Regiment, 10th Balach Regiment, 11th Sikh
i 16 Punjab Regiments and the 2nd, Tth uud
From the Britiah Army, including those in
heres have been battalions of the Queen's Roval
fs, the Royal Fusiliers, the Leicestershire Re-
Bussex Hegiment, Essex and the Welch Re-
and Sutherland Highlanders and the Gueen's
blanders,

ezp campaigns the artiflery has been Driish,
wmgeg the drivers have been Indian. The lst,
1 Regiments R.A. ° have been port of the Di-
aost of the campnaign, and ab times other regi-
tached, All three Corps of Sappers and Miners

ted, and so it can be said that the 4th Indian

crogs-section of both the British and Indian

m only thres commanders sines fighting began
wral (now Lient.-General) Sir Noel Beresford
, 8.0, (Royal Artillery) led the Division ‘to
Italizns at_ Sidi Barrani, Agordat.and Keren.
W, Messervy, c.m,, D50, (Indian Armoured
wnder froms April to December, 1941, and il
it the Division defeated BRommel's forces and
azi. Then Major-General F. 1. 8. Tuker, c.5.,
Gurlcha Rifles) took commoand until Tonisia.
ivision carried out the vesrgusrd sction from
azala line, fought ot El Alamein and won iis

3.

agons the nemes of the present commanders of
ot be disclosed, but thev alse have not had
gadier W. L. Lloyd, p.5.0., 0.8.E., M.c., {191k
mt) and Brigadier 1), Bussell, p.5.0., 0.B.E.,
» Force Rifles), both of whom are now Major-
led the 5th Infantry Brigades for considerablo
(now Major-Geparal) B. A, Savory, 0.8.0.,
w A, Anderson, n.5.0., M.c. (Queen's -Own
lers) commanded the 11th Brigade until its
Brigadier H. K. Briggs, n.s.0. {10th Baloch

1t has been poart of the Division since the summer

r
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Regiment) led the Tth Brigade throughout all its early campaign-
ing, until he was promoted. E -

The Battle of Sidi Barran: was the beginning of the Divi-
sion's mbt unbroken run of soccesses, and was o comparstively

. easy initiation into modern warfare, It was [ollowed by the cam-

paign in Eritrea, which was & much more serious affair, Nearly
{our thousand casualties were soffered, and none of them were
prisoners of war. It would, hewever, be wrong to think that these
victories ever the Italians were of little worth, It wag these wic-
tories which cracked the morale of the Italian and fade later
actions easier.

After the fall of Keren, the 4th Division returned once again
to the Westarn Desert, with the knowledge that they would new
have to meet the ‘Germans for the first time. There were those
wha said that the Indian seldievs would not be able to stand up
to the concentrated bombing and mass lank attacks of the Ger-
manz. These Jevemishs were proved false by events, as the
Indian Army had indigrantly maintained. But before the Indian
Division went into action sgainst the Germans snother foe had
to be met,

In Syria, against the Vichy French the 5th Brigade fought
in troly amazipg fashion. One American corr dent who was
captored made hizs way to Turkey, At Istanbul, with no censors
to eramp bis st¥le, he let himself go in a cable to his newspaper
of no less than fony thousand words, telling the story of the fight-
ing. He had covered the fighting in Spain during the Civil War,
in Finland during the winter of 1989 and in France in 1940. He
wrote that he bad never seen such magnificent fighting spirit
and irresistible dash as that shown.by 3/1 Punjsb Regiment and
4/6 Rojputana Rifles in their capture of Kissoue and at Mezze.
Ii may here be mentioned that the 4th Bn, 6th Eajputana Rifles
has. been with the 4th Division throughout its eampaigning. It
has also served under the command of the Sth and 10th Indian
Divisions at times and has seen more’ fighting than any other
infantry battalion.

During the cempaign in Libva in the winter of 1941-42,
the 4th Indian Divition made its name, Againet Germans, against
mass tank attacks. against heavy dive-bombing, whether advan-
cing or refiring, it showed itself stannch, On one occasion the
Corps Commander wrote : “The lerccity which your troops in--
variebly show in every encounter with the enemy is beyond all
p;ia}Fe The 4th Indien Division is sgain setling an example to .
all.

If the men of the Divisig

the 1941-42 campaign should |
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Field Regimente stood up to attack by large formatiops of pan-
zers, supported by artillery. and lorried infantry, They fought the
battla out in the open desert, The JIst Field Regiment on the
fromtier' and again at Carmusa, the 25th Field Hegiment at Sidi
Breghisc and the 31st Field Regiment at Bidi Azeiz and Alem
Hamsa saved the infantry and administrative units from heavy
loss by the way they stood up to the Germans, Their guts and
skill were the admiration of the infantry and the rest of the
]3'1'*;1'5:};}11:F .

In April, 1942, the Division left the desert and hpd its first
real rest eince August, 1940. Tt amrived back in- the Delta and

prompily disintegrated. It had the -mortification of being split-

up over three coniinents: Headquarters and the “Tth Erigade in
Cyprus, the Sth. Brigade in. Palesting and the 11th Brigade in
Egypt. The period of rest did not last long for the Sth and 11th
Brigades. When Rommel attacked the Guzala line in May, 1948,
bath returned to the desert onge szain. The 11th Brigade, with
the 2nd Cameron Highlanders, 3/5 Mabrattss and 2/7 Gurkha
Rifles, féll with Tobrak. The full details of what happened are
not yeb Imown. What ie known is that the remnants of the Bri.
yade were still fighting long after the fortress had ewrrendered,
The 5th Brigade was part of the foree which brolke out of Mersa
Matruh and made its way back to Alamein. After a week for re-
m:Iuipping it returned to the line and captured the RBoweisat
Ridge, : i

The atory of the great battle of Ei Mgmain-arm-ill of Tunizia

ia 5till fresh in mind. The 4th Indian Division finished the cam-.

paign, which it had begun at Sidi Barrani twenty-nine months
before, v o blaze of glory. The 11th Brigade had been avenged.

Curiosity may be felt as to .why this Division bas continned
to show itself so very good when units have changed and it has
suffered - so many easuslties, There can b few laft who tool part
in the original battles. The main reason is possibly’ the spirit of
confidence, understanding and affection that hae always existed
between umits in the Division, New units arriving sensed this
spirit and adopted it. Every man was proud of the Division and
pusséd his pride on to the new arvivals.

The Indian soldier fights his.best when alongside British
soldiers who believe in him. This has always been the tradition
of the Indian Army since its earliest days, Given that confidence
and friendliness, the men of the Indian Army will do literally
anything: to help their British comrade-in-arms, whether it be
in fighting or in administrative work, This was realized from the
first in the 4th Indisn Divicion. In consequence, there hes been
no. looking over the shoulder for fear that the units om either
flank or in rear would break. There has been real affection be-
tween' the British and Indian Units, whether infantry, artillery

—

or administrative. It is this spirit of confide:
the 4th Indian Division what it is

There are many stories which show the ¢
existed between units. The 2nd Bn. Queen's O
landers-and the 1st Bn. 6th Rajputana Rifles
other in peace-time. The friendship was ceme
the final touch was given by the presentation
posed by the pipers of the Camerons to the It
called "' With Wellesley's Rifles at Keren."

This spirit wus nof confined to the infantr
o Brigadier visiting one of his forward posis
having tea with the sepoys. On his way back !
Naik in charge in the post if he always gave
passed by. “Oh no, Sahib," was the reply :
gunners,” On another oocasion & subedar remar
Major -: “If only we had the Royal Sussex io

What the future holds in store for the 4tb
known only to those at the very top. In his &
Day, saying favewell to the Division n Apr
Commander, Lieul.-General " Straifer” Gott
said ; “During the great battles of this wink
that you ecan achieve against the German fro
same success that you had already won aga:
4th Division hopes that it will be Ialluwsﬁ to 1
it is brought back to help deal with the Jap
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stood up lo attack by large formations of pan-
7 artillery and lorried infsﬁ:ry. They Il:uughtpﬁe
open desert. The 1st Field Regiment on the
1 ab Carmusa, the 25th Wield Fegiment at Sidi
3lst Field Regiment at Sidi Azeiz and Alem
infantry and administrative units from heavy
liey stood up to the Germans, Their guts and
miration of the infantry and the rest of the

2, the Division left the desert and had its firsi
gust, 1040, Tt arrived back in ihe Delts and
rated. It had the ‘mortilication of being split
tinents : Headquarters and the “Tth Brigade in
irigade in Palestine and the 11th Brigade in
1 of rest did not last long for the 5th and 11th
lommel attacked the Gazala line in May, 1043,
the desert once again, The 11th Brigade, with
Highlanders, 2/5 Mahrattas and 2/T Gurkha
Jobruk. The full details of what happened are
"hat is known is that the remnants of the Bri-
thting long after the fortress had surrendeved.
was part of the foree which broke out of Mersa
s way back to Alamein. Alter & week for re-
med 1o the line and captured the TRuweisab

the great baitle of El Alamein and of Tunisia

nd. The 4th Indian Division finished the cam-.

ad begun at Bidi Barrani tweniy-nine months
of glory. The 11th Brigade had been avenged,

be felt as to .why this Division has continned
*ery good when units have changed and it bas
:asualties, There can be few left who took part
tles. The main reasen is possibly the spirit of
tanding and affection that has always existed
the Division. Xew unils arriving renzed this
it. Every man was proad of the Idivision and
n to the new arrivals.

oidier fighta his best when alongside British
‘e in him. This has slways been the tradition
y sinee its earliest days. Given that confidence
be men of the Indian Army will do literally
heir Brilish comrade-in-arme, whether it be
dministrative work, This was realized from the
dian Division. In consequence, there hns been
16 shonlder for fear that the upite on either
ould break. There has been real affection be-
and Indian Units, whether infantry, actillery

o

—

e T
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or administrative. It is this spirit of conlidence that has made
the 4th Indisn Division what it i3,

There ave many storics which show the affestion which has
existed between units. The 2nd Bn, Queen’s QOwn Cameron High-
landérs snd the 1st Ba. 6ih Rajputens Rifles grew to koow each
other in peace-time: The friendship wus ecmented in battle, and
the final touch was given by the presentation of a march eom-
posed by the pipers of the Camerons to the Indisn battalion and
culled ' With Wellesley's Rifles at Keren.™

This spirit was not conflined to the infantry, On one occasion
& Brigadier visiting one of his forward posts saw fwo Tommies
having tea with the sepovs. On his wav back he ssked the Lance-
Naik i charge in the post if he always gave tea to those who
passed by. " Oh no, Bahib,"" was the roply : “ Those were OUR
gunners.'' On apother ocession a subedar remarked to the Brigade.
Major : “If only we had the Royal Sussex in our Brigade....”

What the fulure holds in store for the 4th Indian Division is
known anly to those at the very top. In his special Order of the
Day, saying farewell to the Division in April, 1942, the Corps
Commander, Lieut.-General “Strafler” Gott of fond memory,
said ; “Duoring the great battles of this winter you have proved
that you can achieve aguinsi the German ftroops snd tanks the
same succéss that you had olready won against Itslians.'' The
4th Division hopes that it will be allowed to reach Berlin before
it is brought back to help deal with the Japanese.
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THE FOURTH INDIAN DIVISION

¥ SOauprt

URING THE last’ war few divisions became known to the
general public. Men and their relations were proud of their
regiment or baftalion in the infantry, or of their brigade in the
artillery, Their division did not in the majority of cases mean
much to them. There were, of course, some exceptions, such as
the 29th Division or the 51st nghland Division. In the Indian
Army possibly the best-known was the 6th (Poona) Dl‘U‘IE;l{)H, but
it was battalions who became famous.

In this war, on the other hand, divisions have bemme well-
known. The doings of the Tth British Armoured, the 50th North-
umbrian, the 9th Australian and, once again, the 51st Highland
Divisions are watched with the greatest interest and pride. There
are others which are almost equally famous, but possibly the
most famous of all is the 4th Indian Division.

Some people—and. there are always people ready to “crab”
the famous—have suggested that the fame of the division is all a
publicity stunt. It has been said that they are advertisers, or that
they have good publicity agents. Publicity, it is true, does make a
unit or formation known to the public, but it counts for abso-
lutely nothing with other units in the Army, They judge solely
on results, not on successes but on the fighting quality of the
unit. In the opinion of the 8th Army, the 4th Indian Division is
very, very good.

The record of this formation is so well-known that recapitula-
bion is unnecessary, and anvhow impossible in a short article. It
was the first infantry formation to go into the Western Desert,
and it has fought throughout the campaign in North Africa, asc
-well as in Eritrea and Syria. It has had its share in the bitterness
of retreats. It ended the campaign by capturing the commander
of all the Axis forces in Tunisia, and by taking more prisoners
than it had in its first battle at Sidi Barrani. This time they
were Germans and not Italians. :

The 4th Division started its fmhtmg gprAns Tk dhens T dines
Infantry Brigades, the 5th, Tth and 11th, '

to po overseas, arrivihg in Egypt before v "
The 5th followed shortly afterwards, bus 6ni nltro”’"profe55|on_al
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