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) no mention or concern abéout hér ordeal,

i On my discharge from hospital I was transferred
to a rehabilitation centre in Congstantine. The subsequent .
time ghead wereaspent moving from transit camp to transit
camp, It was dificult to make any lasting friendships as
the inhabitants of these camps were in the same-&ituation’'as
I was; their main object was to get bacx to thneir units-as

quickly as possible,

I was eventually moved to Tunis transit camp.
This was a melancholy occasion; I saw the hospital where
I used to woryg it was occupied by strangers,: all my old
pals had gone. I was walking disconsolately along the main
street in Tunis wiien 1 was singularly attracted to a very
smart turn out of a troop of Arab Legion on horse baci. They
reminded me of the Desert Song picture tnat I had seen some
time ago. They were led by waiat I presumed to be an officer
of the French army. I was startled out of my reverie by
his shouts of Chapeau! Chapeau! it did not uccur to me until
he had passed that he had wanted me to salute him, I think
that I must have forgotten that I was in the army: So much
for Anglo French relations.

Tunis was now a Garrison town; gone was the bon-
homie and lasser faire of the time we surjourned in the cify.
I did not stay in Tunis very long until I was transferred to
Phillip ville, a town situated on the Mediteranian coast line.
This was a cosmpolitan camp, troops were coming and going
every day. Besides British and .American displaced soldiers
there were quite a number of Italian prisoners of war in
make-shift cages. They were like animals in the zoo. There
‘condition was worse than ours, at least we were under canvas.
Although I made several enquirkes as to where my unit was
situated and how soou I could be sent there, but these en
enqui~ies recieved notaning but negative responces from those

in charge of the camp,
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sight’ . ThE“HaME‘pbﬂké%ﬁure aé &t Beﬁ%x%ﬁak plaﬁe, élfé%n—
at:ve“receptlﬂna‘bf cne hun&red pétléhts eéth. "It‘was !l
...... 23 LOUT
casualties WE'TEciéf%&’ﬁ%”fhls ‘stdtidn were the 1ask hlg
vattie of the' North' ATrichn’ campaifn L %and the final uﬁgl

aught on Tunis,
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Live e Bi gepta an@ Tunis Wad fallan on the Tth and 9th
Of May respectlvély. ‘It was while we were at Oued Zargs -
that Major Ruscoe" Clarke’ got ‘the name’ ‘0f Five table’ Clarke,”-
a name that was known the whole lenzgth of Algiers and Tunisia,
How he. earned this unusual name was because of nis unusual
method of overating. ' Our uneratin& theatre was a huge mar-
quee:u_hou51n5 five operatlng'tables Hajar Clark -and Capt?
faux would be dperétiﬁg * on’ two patlentﬁ ‘on "two of the fabTesd
with two teams of gsslsatantg while two ‘dressers would be
aﬁtend1ng to two natlsnts who had alrﬂady been operated on:
These were bélné dTessea ‘hefdre golwg to -the wards. “The flfth
table held g pétlent whn was being cleaned up -and prepared -
fox: operatlﬂn ' Thls syste may =een complicated but I .can
assure you ‘that ft WUrkéd'#éry well: It-was “something-Iike
a cdﬁfafdf'system.- It was 4 ‘good- s#sﬁem for ﬁeallng wzth A1
rush’ of casu&lfles sucH as “we often’ gﬂt $33
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_'“;* HOW that‘Bisérta‘ﬁﬂd Tunls had’fallen“we paeked
up nur tenta and set off fur Tunls by’ road convo; Pew- of
Gur many jaurneys were as thrllllﬂb as -this oné wasg:-.0On
Dur way we paased hundre&s of ‘erathed” and-bombed ‘vehicleés ==
on the roa& 1ead1ng to the Eaﬂltal.“ﬂrahhed aireraft and -
knocked out enemy tanks littered the" sides- of the-read,
Thousands of German and Italidn prisoners of war pacsed us
enroute for the prison cages. There were hnundreds of Arab
refugaes on T he Toad which 1mpedeﬂ our’ prngveas somewhat.

We pasaeﬁ Me;ez El Eab and Lﬂng stﬂw’Hill where the zuards
brlgaﬁe fought so magnlflcently. ““p “feeling ‘of euphoria -

was exper1EPne& h; all, &8 we were-seexng the end of the .7
Afri:an campalgn and thlngs were gﬂln& our war for a.change.
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'ﬂé‘we ‘entered Tunis the streets were lin
_cheerlng crowds who tarew flowers at us as we passed
;Lc:rm::n nh:.ldran gcrmbled wp_ the tall boards of th “ mtro"”"professional

I--.. R ) & L — . download the free trial online at nitropdf.com/professi



Ever_ym,nélael vas, 0 anexupriant mood, No sonder. for it was a.. .,
big step, towards ﬁ}ﬂgl ﬂ%gtary The most amazlng thlng_;h;; +e
stood QPt-lﬂ-EPH ind. was, thﬁ} when. we, dlsembarked frpm Our... .
lorries, at tae assenbly point there were, EalFFtiﬁﬂ Anﬂﬂ‘ﬂ!vﬂg
personnal dlshing out_hot Mugs of tea and buns. I was amaged.
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We opened up at the Italian Colonial Hospital
under. tie command of, Tuniardis‘qric-t_. 2 We, shared fhe hospital
with the ].-Ihltp nuns a:nd tne;r Jmuther superinr. _.HI anal,l
alwa;,rs :emem‘uer tne klmjnes g1 Lown to us by thgse dedmat&&
penplen Jr BEALLES L0
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—~zin 3 off &n tha‘22nu oL June 43 Lt Gol. R L Turner astumed
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commangd. of the Mﬂlt,ﬁﬂﬁ on th.EBtn Junﬁ we yare 301ned hy
the . Q AL M, B, S., {Quesq Alexander! E 1mge¥}al ML11;ary

ad e N e

Nursint ﬁﬁrv1¢31 Ehﬁ uniu aﬂnltted SlCA and acc;dent cages

withca fair quota of hurpaﬁfrcm the R. A F. Llf& Was not sc
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qheLr-it:.g now thq flghtlnﬁ, Was ovex,. alﬂre fad . tﬂe 0pprtun1t:,r t-::

Carthage thatﬁsgmgiaf %é pals agu I v1slt§d tne Gatﬁadral,_lf

o =M

a mggnificent building. I wag part.:.cularlg_.r interested ir} .
the huge crugifix in the transept The image qf Chrlst nas

.-..,_..._.-

g0 death like tﬂat Dne¢cuuld-hg excuaed for t?lnﬂlﬂg 1t was_;
a real corpse that had been nailed to tne crose. I well "
ramemher thef51rrocﬂs, The st1flin§ haat Tne cﬂsmopﬂlltan

—r

crowds, -the noisy mariet. place, .t‘.ehwllu gea‘tieulatmns c}f .
of the,pegple and urch1n= shnutlng for'haCEsheuéu‘ ’ #hlle ue

were,in, Tupis,we .were,. vlllted by Gengrgl (now_Field Fa;sha}]

.n.l; -...,_;_.

Alexander;:1.had, a- cl?se WP -3 FlEW 9f him aad he appeared mu -
much amaller,iaan I hah,lmaglneﬂ. epg thlnp had ta be h
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'speck and.span! for.the visit. .. |
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T.-th_le we were tlk;erﬁ :we h.ad to treat a lcﬁ; o1
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sal&;_ers ang- as.rmen -Eulffer;:.ng fg:‘ﬂ:u sever_e smburn. 'Mang,r
had blisters.as big as ,sa,ucers,r _and ‘tnat is o exagera‘l:mn

-

These injuries were consldered ﬂelf mfllcted wounds and

=

were :punished gccordingly., . _p:]iJ:. troops Jlad been warned nf the
dangers of sun-bathing in the tropical heat. "hﬂst of the
migcreants were ;soldiers and airmen .too who nad just ~-=-

out from England and were a little bJ.t ambarrased at
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who had come down in flsmes. These were horrible sights
to behold. It was during our aur,jurﬁ in, Tu.nls that we |
plﬂnee;ed_the_‘_mﬁggpt freatment for pqxns.' The patiant _
was exposed to flies, covered with nothing more than a .
layer of gause . The flies lay their egdé"iﬁjthé éﬁpp-J}
erating burns ahd, the resulting maggots feed on the pus.
sounds revolting but very effective. The results were quite
spectactular., Ipe maggois eating away all fhe putrifaction
left the burns gquite clean. This form of treatment avoided
sepsis which was the curse of all tnird degraa burms. When'
we entered the ward in the morning, we would see maggﬂta o
erawling along the ward fl_.or. | o

: As I hawa alr&ady stated the nuns were very
klnd to us, they helped us in every wa, thaJ cﬂuld. I was
amazed how adept they were in toatre Hﬂrk¢_ He were inv1tad
to waten their tecnique. How they manipulated the huge
steam sterilizers, in fact tney did most of instruments and
dressings for us. We also found that they nad a marvelaus
sense of humour and they were a del;gnt;tq work with.
Duning _one of our trips to the cuast on a swim—"
ming party I fell from tha back of a lorry, I dlﬁ nnt hart
myself very much except taat 1 .scraped my kneea rather ‘
badly.. Unfortunately, owing to tae virllltj of the mlcrﬂbea
in the soil I developed a_PrgﬂPat&%la ahap§ss. Thls condit-
ion soon became a great nuisance to me. My leg swelled to
an .enormous _size, ‘48 our partaalpatlﬂn in . the lnva310n of
Sicily was imiiligat my main concern was to hide mj enndltlcn
fron the-officers. I knew that this was stupid and wrﬂng,
My reason for.wanting- to hide my.condidion was;bgcguga I
knew that the time was fast approaching. for us to p;eparé

to take part in-the Salermo landings. I also knew that if
I:went into hospital jhen I wuuld 105& tauen wlth my unit

for some tlmﬂ
Howa#er my condition HOIEEﬂEﬂ‘ I was runnlng a

tamperaturs and common sensa prevalled an I raﬁcrte& sick
.J .
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Actually’one of my pals‘threaténed to report mé to the commz'
andlng offlcer if I ‘did not report sick. -" It'c for your
own guod # he Baid.' I’ knew it ma&e sense of- cnurse, I was

halngjust plain silly. - - o RS

' . N s
2 - =
-4 - - - i - Tl . %
n . 3 - X o 5 P

-7 "It was during this time that I recieved an air-
mail letter from home informin’ me that I had become a fath-
erf:ﬁjnhikﬁ'ﬁaily had given birto to a baby girl. - We had-
decided to call her Mary. It transpired that this was to
be the 1ast’ letter that I was to recfﬁve from home for a
very lonz time. W P

e

I was flown from Tunis to the 9T7ta General Hos-
pital Eigiérs'hr @ decota which had been converted into an
ambulande plane. By tais time my leg hadl-swollen from below
the Eneeétd‘my grnln and hung like a huge bag. I was febrile
and in ‘a“sedfi- comatoss ‘condition. ¢ When I arrived at tae -

hdgﬁifgfﬁf”ﬁés tated straight -to the -theatre. I -was given
an lnjectlon in my arm which I presume was Pentothol. Sudlum,-
the result ‘wds complete oblivian: ‘I ‘taink tngt-it was the:
nicest way: to be put to aleep. Whe:: I came out of the anaes-
thetic, and wWas ahle to take notice I got'a.good ticking
off from’ the- ‘surgeon who operated -on me.-A ‘tieking off.I well
deserved; He told me that.I was -1icéky not 6 have lost my
leg %E}dﬁgh'my'delaj in repaiting sick.:My explanation, -that
I waﬂted tc Et&j wlth my’ﬁnlt did little to molify -him.
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T] Jdnijfﬂr ﬁnit.ﬁas:;ﬁﬁgtﬁig.timégﬂpajtinipating-inuthe 2
landing~“at Sicily: The 'next three months- after -my discharge-
frcm3ﬁ3%gitai were the most misérablée ‘of my-whole life,. I
was cut’oft’ from® my‘fr1ends~1n ‘my unit and-cohsequently .-
depriveﬂ of any cﬂrreﬂpnnﬂancﬁ from’ home, as all my male
was sent to° the Hu1. G C. S It WEE rather a coincidence or
you might eall 1t a quirx o?f fate ’ but during’ tnls dlstresn,
ing time my wife had been taken into thne Newcastle General
Hospital with a breas» ahsceas. The sad tnlng about it was
that I ﬂld not know anythlng ahaut it untll I rejoined my
unit thﬂﬂ was ngt to be for tures mnnths. Hy wife must have
gone tnrough a very trying time getting letters from
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