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He certainly kept us busy dcing all sorts of jﬂhs some we thou-
cﬁléfﬁfwe hlgncﬂed GUr wehhlﬂg green. and -we blancoed them khaklf

Vuﬁ#%ﬁnﬁﬁﬂﬁFFuhpﬁi-thﬁm white. We had to dubbin: our boots, muud

the days.of ghiney boots were over for us.; @a sure sign that -
we were bound for some battle area abroad. Of course the rum- -
aurgﬂwerg';;iﬁ. Stalin had been agitating for the second front.
There placerds all over the town stating ' we want the second
front now' These placards were of course communist inspired.
For the Russians were ge.ting a hammering at:Stalingrad, and
they wanted us to starf something to take the heat off them.

‘ It was at Limekilnburn that we mobilised. for over -~
seas. We left for Gourccx and then.on.to Liverpool by train on
the 23rd of Oct 42, .0On loan .to; 78 Pivision we embarked the w5
fﬂllﬂw1ng day on MKSEempc a former Dutch llner. Sailing-on toe.

25th Oct. we arrlve¢ at tie Kyles ol Bute early next morning
wnere we Joined a convoy which sailed out into tne Atlantic
on the ETth Oct 1942 to_some unknown destination. This-.convoy:
Was the largest tc leava the shoras -0f the British Isles up
to. that date.
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rﬂ1LEQﬁwgourney was Jlong. and tﬁdlﬂus,ﬂdue ta tha fact~ !
that the convoy tcom lengthy detours out in the Atlantic to
avoid enamy subwarlnes wnu were . plaflng havic with our shipning.:
at the tﬁme. Qn hoard were .some contlngents of American-troops
as well as nur own infantry. artillary .and EDlnEETﬂ- The jour-
ney lasted twa wéeks, but was not untll we approached Gibra-
lter that we were told that our destination was Algiers.
during the whole ;Gurney we, the Nol C,G.S, were never out
of denims. WE ‘had ta da all the chores abgard ship that our
cﬂmmanaer ﬂﬂl Day could flnd fer us. | Dur gpare time was -spent -
gettln%f?id of our Engllsn_money ylaylng .cards or barterfor . -
American clgarettes, th they sﬂuuld want our English money g
I do nﬂt kﬂaw° L : -

When we arrlvnd at ﬁlalers harbour the news of tha
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1nv351cn was h91né broaﬂcast by tha B.EB. c. befpre W
chance tﬂ get aanore, henca tne welcnme by German § crestedwin PDF" .
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—vornd gg gmoz 40 o sdroa *ir‘_‘; oy Caaud o2 daed (Lalsdiad eu
worldin J_ct.h:[.m: +that sthey weﬂaf"a} Iittle bi't -p‘rémréﬂrfé Wwith Fheis
disclosuren Tt was @iscovered afterwards ogt e Ghrwansiﬁﬁﬁ
been waicing:for us’dt tlalta and duesto ‘the' news broadéast they *
geve uE a:hot reception iat Algiers;  they i@’ not! haﬁe‘farﬁt 8415
go--ifor 4lie receptich. . Although:We were: like pitting” diioidE 2
in dhe harbour; the gunners on’ bosrd ship'4id a matveious job-

of work:: I.counted fourteen shot down’ih ©he’ raig, Hreosll oM.l
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5= The” thFlllof -the invasion’ as mer climbed down the
TOpE. 1adder dovm: the &nips cide inté® the assshlt craft below: -
Phe naval actiof’ against the’ fort of i Nlgiers; The fEEllnb of
relief on the ultimate lamding on Nov 11th-42, Bt unit %ps the
last to.leave:the ship.-I partlﬁularly remﬁmber ol heing

1ike ritting ducks and the anxiety every- time  the” Stukus "

came over and:#sibjected iz to their dive bnmhlng. I never tnﬂu ht
that I would be énvious of the Americans-and tnL other: forre
going ashore(in.assault c27ty We -Had ‘beern”lerft’ on hea%u fnr
three Gays after-tae main party-had landeﬂ.'“nuring ‘that £1° e i
I recall an amusine incident, I and four of my col‘éagﬁﬁ: '
were on picket duty, armed only with a 5t1c{ ' when Jerry came
and dropped = stick of bombs acnusEANQr—haws. I dived for c
cover dowathe nearest: ganguay #éAthe duty sergeant was
gheltering. He berated me for leaviﬂL my post. My reply was
' dig-Fou éxpeéctirie fo knoei ‘them ‘Bacik w1tH‘mJ“trnnnhhan, a
remartiwhidkeéould havé had me put ‘ona - charga. Buﬁ 1" thifk
thét the’ ser#aan“'s*w ‘the funny side of the” hituatlun For ﬂé
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jusﬁ-1aughud ‘after al¥ 4t°Wad a rediculous étate oL a%lal_b; I
PETTETd 0 seé the” fﬂgic of dﬂlHU'PlﬂHEf dutf ﬁgfiﬁgjaﬁha fai 25
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CEG TI0We name Gf th.e an:.ea 11‘*‘!351“5-1‘1 -::-f Hc-rfh Afrlﬂc_qﬁ_
was * Uperation-anch' * Thera ‘wet e fhrsﬁ areas 6f aperéﬁlon
The ‘Westéri Task force =ailnd direct £rem the united St ate~;'
Of Am&Fics and want“intn landin g at tL“dE'PlaGE* on a tws
nundred Hils “front aroh 14 CasdtTancas Therd Were 35 ﬁﬁﬂ EEs
traops from the U.S. 3rd armoured anc part of thegtﬂ 1nxantry
divisions. ‘Generdl PattﬂL comand of $hﬂ gruund forcas‘ The

naval forcees ‘includéd twe battla shipe, ona"flaef ¢
forr essori @a.ciePs and num"rous ‘cruisérs a&d d& g o
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and was led by Gen, Fred: Zndall: anchﬁmmﬂdﬁ&axQrbmbr&ﬁgéTLTEEra
were 39,000 troops from the first infantry and armoured divi-
siong. The naval. foree inpluded twd ;ebcort carriers beside
‘Hq"ﬂjggrgmwiler shipe, -The: Zgatern Tagk: Force danded at Algiers
jg.anﬂ wag.led byAdmiral Burrough: and. Gen: Ryder.: There were’ 521
warsihips and 33.000i soldiers The troops' were.fromtne 34to U.S,
ginfantry.division:wita perts oI vne:9thiands st aemovred: dgiv!
were.z2lso present, yThe only.large British Assault Force the
hjﬂFﬂ.ﬁ}£}§i?ﬁ lended ~at Algiers,::In" support of the: whole:
operation and:on;guard against the still formidable Italian-
fleet was-the British.force !H' fros.Gibralter,,with three. -
battle. .chips,.three Fleet .carriers:and.a strong force ofidestr-
oyers aad- crulsars..7=m-, sepleivpr. o 4 B o he
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{?ﬁwij,;;,:;; ~The-landings.-at Algiers made rapid:progress . and
quickly; captured the.town; but it must. be caid that tne Vichy
French ,put up.cnly a toien resistance.: Admiral.Darlan, whomas

tonere on privete busunesy, wisiglso:captured. . oo i liod

at ot ot At Dran the 1anﬂ1ng$ were not .so.successful, an

oo

gaﬁall the lagdingﬁ were wellgestabllahﬂd -and ;fher a@gilﬂld vas

xtin jour-hands, -The fighting (was fiexrcesd | -at Casablanca.:However
yithe -Frencii were sympathetic,te:.our course, this help was.most
affective in: Algiers. After,we nadslanded we marcieythrougn
fgg.tqgn;aﬂ@,gp:nt;tha night in the.sports :arena near :tine -:;

y Zoologigal [Gardens. ;& 3. . Jiuw a8 i6 D0 Bay WJLd IHDLIS

o et ot e - Rl o oak g =

h
o
i
=5 [

yarxay oo «After .a few nighta sleeping on the concrete steps
=$of tiae aportv stadium we~davelqpeﬁ-ca£ﬂusea .on oux hips. . Wel
Eﬂﬁﬂ?ﬁ%@ﬂgbﬁ.ﬂq&%g It&tqaéaualtqudam&th.reachkﬂqne arriving
on fhe 19ta Nov'. -I -well remember the  journey ., .we travelled
by seattle brucks, (tnirty men witi.their xit, eight horses.to
a.wWagson. ) I:alse remember :the wayside ialts .and the 'brewing
up'; the bartering .of builky -beetf -for oranges. our :stay.at Bone
was just over night ahd leaving on Aihe 20th Hov'we peoceeded
on our way e La- Galle._-It_ﬁasgherg;jhgiaﬂq get wvn Amntaan

ualty.ﬂlegr;nEJQtathn. ‘We stook over £rom _-217 Fi
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We opened ;up to.recieve czsualties lrom T8 Divisi __
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ﬂw;ught, fthig made the;-station: a fery. busy: nrfe. i el apw Glg .
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o iusd aryliowas at:Da Calle where I'recieved my first '3
.-experience of war surgety.. I well' remember le Tirst opetdtion,
It was, an-amputation-of the leg, »Guebs who'had’ t6’hold’ the’ leg,
.yez, you've guessed it, it waELyoupsiv:tfuljr.v‘l'Eé ‘surgeon went
through:dhe: wvhole proceedure of an:amputstion, -suddenly, withe
cut warning,.I:felt the.whole weight of-the leg in my armsi’
I stood.there:imobile.:frbzen to. the ground so to speak, when
I beard. theisurgeon say ' alright Abram:teke it away '. On °
one,occasion, while:we were:stationed-at La Talle thére was’
_.-panic-in-the camp:i: Some uniforms which'weré beyond repair’’
having been cui from some wounded soldiere were Dt in the °
inecinerator. some one realized too late that tnere was a hand- {,_1
grenade-ini one .of the uniform pockets. Thé ensuing devastation
‘was ‘some wnat spectactulsr to say the’leact. Fcrﬁﬁh:ﬁ.tely"ﬁd
ertone was:hurt. :Quite a.few who.realized wha’ had 'happewed
broks all records:ini:iheiw:flight for'eover, - -7. : *

. .oz reoDn-26tnTof Nov! thefa-'-waa“-s""'génér"al-'-stan:l to for
~allithe ‘wait; in viewrof an enemyparachutists laanding in'the
area. s Happily. the 76 division 'rosé3to’the occésion &nd rounded
tothem.'zllsup./3:The Unit stdyed at ‘La Galle until -the 13th 'Déc'42
rwhen:we paoKed ‘aXl.of (our equipiient ready to move od't6 a’little
Winingivillage called Djebel Hallouf. Howéver thé Sgérating
tesm.of ;which I was a-mémber, instead of stopping at Djebel” :
Kallouf witi: the rest of the unit, had to-go-o0d to Bajo. e

FTadd 9 >iWe set up our “theatre in ‘s -8chéol ‘rodm, We worked

ia rala:.c with two ‘other.surgical teams, ( ‘A“parachute surgiéal

- Eé4m, and 4 stean from Wo.-18 0:C.J7) We Worked ‘4 rota systend
ke fookx the first hundred casualties, “the parachute surzical
and ‘the 18 C.C.S, Surgical teéam ‘each taking.a hundred in-’ ©
turn. Very often ithe other - teans iiriighéd their guota ‘befofe
we had 'got . taraugh.-ours, whieh mezut -that wewere "on «Fécept-
ion continuously .ror t#o haridred-casusliies befors “we ‘could -
stop for a rdst. very often we had ‘b0 work 48 hours at a ¥
stroteh, stopping ouly ‘for short deriodd-for ‘someihing "to °
eat. . On ohd rocasicn we worked for 15 -hours except

snort dAntermittant bireave for uigdls.s sa"m times agt Cretedwih PDF"
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falling .asleep on.our feet, We tuought thet 41y wére Hevér
.going to send we were .so inundoted-with ‘casualtiess It was ™
nere that we recieved ;eur -allocation .of'blood tears and e

awe§§'$;qm;g§ﬁ_ﬁﬁ is b Wington .Churchill o 5. 00T
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«1 1
.~ uF o;Rommel was giving us a hard time and wds trying

to surround us. On, one occasion while we' were there, Major
~Ruscoe Clarke, our surgeon asked ws ' If we would like to
join,.a guerrilla band, or be in reciept of Red Cro-s “00d
parcels.' I tninx that he was:trying to.cheer -us up, or

was he tryiung to tell us of the poesibillity of beinz fadien
prisoner, . although: there'was 2 possibillity,fortun.tel,
it never happened as-the Tétz division managed - to nuqh Jerry

bac. E.aﬂlﬂ_gJ i cameded Cogtoontarin

B LI
s+ © = There werc times,of .course, when-we would ae
ua,s witinout:any casualties.' [t was-then’ that we made up
dressing-and ;replenished :our. stockand catch up on cur corr-
Espandaﬂcé. During the times that we were opersting we
saw ysome sgruesome »gignts, oftén ‘hedart breaking if you
.allowed yourself to become -emotionally <dnvolved, Which we [
dare not.do .as tiis would lessen “ovr &ffidfency, It is *°-
‘not that we were devoid .of compasgion, on ‘the ‘contrary we -
i were appdled-at the-disgraceful wasgte -of Tife and tae matm=
ing of thousands of Jyoung:lads, -some barely nineteen yéars ?
of age. It makes me cringe when I hear people talking ol the
glories of .wari- On the monument dinthe Hay harket in New-
castle you will-ifind.-these words i Duleet’ Decorunw est Pro '
patrig Mori.- M. Which' roughly itranslated mears' " It is sweet
and Glorious tu.dfe;fnr'ane's'cauntryﬂ= TIg' It?. We once’
had a young lad brought into the thestre who was the only -
surviver of a gun crew. He could not have been mors “than :
twenty years o0ld. He had lost both of his legs and ons
arm,~ He.was virtually only a t&rsé.-gppéren+1? a2 shell had

exploded din thé breach of ‘the gun he and his matés wers
ﬂa+nt&ﬁ he llterally poured pints and pints of plasma

into h;x w:tn no dﬂall. Heslost blood faster tnan™ws could
rEﬁlace it.Jr Rl Y R R s Nia s A opaed
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airig AT I was once whEELLhE a guardsman into The creedwn )
He_was cr:gme;_. 1 tried N cumfﬂr‘t him, when he said W n|tro"°"profe55|onal
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5 Lamn pot, cnflng-for-myselx bt for myfates whA ‘did Hot”
make. it". -l could enumerate many - isuch Mreidents -“that part-
ray the horror of war. wAs we luow, ‘the Liner SuS.Athenia-
was torpedoed off tthe Hlorth Westcoast off Ireland by ‘a- "
Cerman U. Boat at the beginning of tie war. There were 112
dead. inciuding 28 tmeprican civliansg. At that time 39 of tne
'German fleet .of 58, U. Boats were -at sea, . Allied shipping:
'lo sses amounted to 53 ships or which 41 were of 153.00 tons,
all sunk by German U. Boats. Sometimes our sailors were -
fired upon whilst .they were-in tae water. EE e e

: We eventuvally left Befa on the 10th of+Den! 42
and joined our parent unit at Djebel Hallouf. Our stay hear
‘warn rather prolonged. We alternated between acting as a
Casuality Clearing Stétion (which was our true role) and a
Pielc Hospital. .Djebel Hallouf was a.mining town in Algiers.
1t was bhere that we joined five.Corps. The station was part-
_ially under canvas and we encountered..some hectic moments.

- On the 9th-April 1943 g fierce gale swept over-
the area and a:l hands were icalled upon to men the marquees.
The night wés olaek and -the transferring of 'stretcher#ases
to every place available in ine burlaing was 'a mamotn task.
Although we hac periods ol relative quiet, geuerally spead-ing

Ddehal Pa;louf wag -guite 2 b%ay -gtation. = "o e g o
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. . _ﬂu;ipg‘;he_glaﬂk periads we antertainéﬂ ourgel-.
veg with conceris: and 'spelling heespoibrain'trusgts ete' e
once put on a panto mime called 'Babes in the woods' army °
versgion. I was-cast in.the .role of one of the babesi by -
friend Ronnie. was respangihle forihe lyrics. and’ muah of. the
prnuuctlcn. : R

. Sueh p&r50naLllElE& as; Ma;cr Buscoe Clark, cap-
tain ¥ “aux, and Capt' McDonald. of Tunirea,:will.alway & ba_ .-
renembered. We left Djebel’ Hallﬂuf on the’ Eird APTil 1943,
We opened up,2 camp at Oued Zargh.’ No'tropical kit had yet’
been fessued and we pitched our tents in the blazing. sun.-
Casuslities were recieved the same evening. Humbﬂra
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