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The first settlevients of Jeviz in ~Lroceo teclk ploce gduring
ihie D heniecian cclonisation, and ecenturies later, during the loman
Semination gf Jorth Afrien, n conciderable nuamber (f laportant
Jowich Coimum tier: sprepd angé Ylourished ip the couniry. Their
influence was s great that et o nuaber of the wmost important
Lerbery Iribes, vho constitute the brime autochtone stock ¢of the
country's bopulotion, turned Tfrow idolatry inte Judnism,

“hen the Arabs invaded the country in the VIIth century, the
wnain obstacle to their conquest was @ large confegeration of
Jewish communi ties with judeised Derber tribes who contained the
invaders during wany Yenrs of hard Tighting, At the end, they
vere vanouished in the VIIith century by the Chempion of Islea,

Iérisn I, founder ef the first Lohauxnedan Oynasty in «DT0CCC,

The conguercy ciffered the defeated the then liveral terams
igposed by Lohsunsedan Rulers in the countries whc fall under their
Qowdrien viz,, the alternntive of embrassing Islam with the
enjoyment of all oriviléges acknovledged to the mezbers of the
Lohaanedan coumunity or, if they preferred to keep their own
religion, the acceptance of the "aAn) el-Ihiomeh %“Protected
‘ributaries®) Iact under vhich both Jews ang Christians could be
tolerated in schaumedan Countries, This status provided the
beyuent by the "rrptectegt tr tributories of an amnual poll tax
Ctalled "ZleJaziah" and the imposition of certain restrictions
by vhieh they were put cutside from the Zohaozmedan cozmunity and
conglidered ag g foreign elewent tolerated smong thew, Cn the
other hand, the Lohaswuedan Tulers granted them protection for
their lives, properiy ang cocupation, freedem to practice their
cwn religion ang complete avtoncmous cowmunael administration,

:any of the Berber Judnised tribes accepted conversion whilst
2 Yew others and the original Jews prefered to loose their inde-
pendnanee and pationnl righte rather than give up their faith., as
zll the few christisnised BLerbers at the time exbrassed islam,
Dol 2 sigplechristinn community was left mng the vnly “l'rotected
Irivutaries® living in the country were Jews, wxcept very few
cases, the Chriastians to be founf in the ~00rish Empire for
coenturies were aostly slaves,

The Jews vere alweys peraities to live a complete autonomous
3ifw commnnl life electing their own Comumunnl Council who hadg
authority to levy woney contridbvtions ang vhatever taxes on meat,
vine, eto., deewmed necessery {0 suppoert their ovn adaministration,
By these means they provided schools for their chiléren, study

houses for their scholars, symagogues and institutions for charity

and sveinl sssistance, besidess every cowsunity hed its own
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Ylheth Lin® or Jewich Court with ¢uly electeq "layaniam® {wagin-
trates) vho adminictered Justice sccourding to Jewich Law in
all matters affecting Jews mmonpst themselves, dealing wath
all civil, relipious ang cosmercinl cases, Jews only eppeared
vefore lohawucdag Justice only in such cases when ~pslems were
concerned, Both the Jewish Communal Leaders and their Courts
enjoyed recognised aboolute power on their correligionists by
the Lorocesnn Authoritics. The Sultan appointed s Jowish
Cepresentative welnly eoneeyned responsible for the poyauent of
the regular poll tex sng other occmsional exaetions, Invested
by the Governuwent with executionsal powers to enicree the Jewish
Sourt decisions, this limscn officer wons calleg by the Jews
“In=lagid" and by the arabs "Cheikh el«Yahug® {"Ilder of the
Jexent )

Execept on very rare occasions, the Jews nmever suffered of
an officisl persecution of & racisly or religious wature, Althoug)
cnjoying of the srotection of wost of the dultans cof the courtry,
they endured nevertheless,in the course o their long history,
atl sorts of vexations, humiliations ang iniguities of a soeizl
character, It is wlso true that the wass of the Lohosmedan
roptiation sdso wes not mmch happier and the ceuse of this lieg
on the lack of effective authority of the Xings in certein
¢istrictas, the brutal despotism of their Governors and the
unasettied ang anarchickal state of the couniry ivherent to the
tecadent and uncivilised condition of itas inhabitants.

Turing the golden age o the Arnb civilization, under the
Cuyndes in Spain and under severzl successive enlightened rulers
in both that country and lonroceo, the Jews enjoyed thouzh the
best of treatwents ang nany atiasined the highest positions in
the ltate, Science, Cozmeree and Industry, coentributing thus to
2 greatl extent to the developaent of the Righest civilization
at the time, It can be s¢aid that the degree of culture or
dccadence of the iohamnedans marked at all times their liberal
“Y oppressive attitude towerds the Jews,

when the Jews expelled from Jpain ané Portugal, st the engd
0f the XVth century, arrived in loroceco, the Sultan received them
Very well and ordered camps to be erected in his copital to
shelter the refugees, :

The SGpanish Jews who came in masses were of o much higher
degree of civilization than their native correligionicts to
wiou they brought g #orpd and materigd improvement, They intro-
duiced in the country foreign trade relations and commerce develop-
ped mainly through theiry ability ano influence bringing thus
o general asset to the country, They dicstinguishhg theuselves,
not only as scholars ang traders, but alsg provided o long receord

e

e Dintemen to the Zoorish kings, domn to the JXIXth century.

Lagt century the decadence of sorocee attained its climex;
internnl revolutions, the var vwith Opain in 1649=-6C, the more
active interfercnece of foreign Countries in ‘eroceann Afieirs,
vere the ecsume of fanatic aoveuents, despotism andg tyrany of
loerl rulers vho pnig but very little attention to their Sulten’s

erders, Cutrares and murders were comnitted all over the country,
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the Jews beinp the victims in wmost cnses. Thic situntion
-provoked many n huwenitarien intervention &f the Heprescutatives
of roreign Countries in favoun of the Jews,

ecembe

Infi€65, the well knovn tnglish Jew Fhilantropisty far
.ooes Jonteflore, proceeded with o mission to lLovoees in favour
of his correligionists, Accompenied by H,I.:’s Consul,
~r Themas Fellove and other distinguiched perscnalitics, he
paid a suceessiul vasit o the Sultan shoxgeliverzéxhis:ihe
fuilvwingrIinperzal:idietyronrthexitha¥ebrenry 884y in iarrokech.
The laperor of loroeco, Didi Iohoumed Ben Abderraluann, reccived
the mission on the lot. of Fobruery 1864 vwhen ir Joses presentet
t0 him the following wemorinl:

"To His Sheriffisr Iajesty the Sultan of loroeco.

"oy it please Your liajesty,

"I come supported by the sanction snd spprovel of the
“Gevernzent of ler lLajevty the {ueen of Creat Britein, snd
Pon behnlf of my co-religionists in Inglond, my anstive coun-
“iry, as well as on the part of those in every pari of the
“world, 1o cntreat ¥our lnjesty to continuvey the wsnifestatior
"of Your lmjsty’s grnce ané favour to my brethren in Your
“iajesty’s luapire.

"That 4t mny plense Your Lajesty to give the mosi positive
“orders that the Jews and Christians dwelling in all parts
"of Your Eejesty’s dominions shall be perfectly protected,
Yand that no person shell molest them in sny manner whatsoceves
"in anything vhich concerns their safety and tranguility;
“and that they msy be placed in the enjoyuent of the saze
Yedvantnges se well as nll cother subjeyets of Your lLajesty’s
Yempire.,  Such pighte vere granted iz mr ¥y through me by
“His Imperial Zajesty Abdel ledjid, the lste Sultan of
“Turkey, by his Pirmen giver to me st Convtantinople sund
Ydated 10th Remazan 1256; =nd in the month of Lzy ilast
Yeonfirmed by His Imperisl lajesty Abdul Aziz, the present
“Hultan of Turkey, : '
"Yeruit we tc express to Your injesty my grateful apprecia~
"tion of the hospitable welcome with vhich Your imjesty has
“honoured me, and to offer ts Your isjesty my hesritfelt
"wishes for Your Injesty’s health and happiness, and for the
"propoperity of Your lsjesty’s dominions,” '

Gir Jloses lontefiore’s petition was agreed by the Sulten
Eﬁﬂ ?elivered him on the Hth February the following Isperial
Zdicts

“In the MNeme of God, the lerciful and Gracious,
PThere is no power but in Coé, the ligh and lighty.

'Be it kmowm by this our Toyal Idict -msy God exalt and
“"bless its purport and clevnte the same to the highest
"henvens, nc he does the sun and moon/ = That it is our
Yeomunnd that all jews residing within our dominions be the
“condition in vhich the Almighty God has placed thew whatever

"it may, shall be tremted by ocur Governors, Adwinistrators,
and all other subjects in wanner conforamsble wiih the -
"evenly bmianced scales of justice, and that in the Adwuinie-
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Yitration of the Courss of law, &
"a position of pirfect eguality
“that not even n fracticnal portion of the sunllest tuaginable
“varticle of injustice shail reech them any cne of thean nor

“shall they be tubjected to anyt

"ILeither they

{the stithoritics;

“them {the Jews) Yrong, whether

“uroperty, ip
"be compel led
Yone shall be

Yice in heawven

"affecting cit
“uthers, cur o
Uill persons i
"if any person
Ywe will, <dth

YThe coumnn

Yand wade knovn before now,

hey (the Jewg; shall oCcupy
with all other reopley oo

hing of an objectionabie nature,
BOY any one else shall do
to their perscns or tc their

T thall any trodegonn tuiong thew, wr artisan,

Lo work agninst hi
duly recompensed,
ond ve camnct eou

her their (the jew

vnodignity being i
U our rernrd have
thould wrong or §

5 will, The work of every
for injusttice here is injust-
nterance it in any wannper

g} rights or the rights of
toelf cpposed to suchogurse,
erual eleim to justice and
njure cne of thew (the Jjews),

help of God punicsh hiz,

nifs herein befcore

"to thew, in order ihat they wmey

Yoné aore stri
Yo warning to

¢ctly carried intg
such as way be evi

set forth heve teen given

but we repent them oud add force

be more clearly undersicod,
effect, as well ns serve for
1ly disposed towards them

“{the jews), ang thot the jews chsll thus enjoy for the

“future moyre o

ecurity thah hithe

Yinjure thew shell be greatly in

"This Lecy
#L0th of Shaln

€2y blessed by God
nof the year 126C

rtofore vhilst the fear to
creased,

v is Toramulated on this

- Peace,."
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sanaster in Tangier, Div John Drumsond liny, dissatislied vwith
the unnccomplisheisent of guarentees given to G4y .ouses wonleflo-
vy ves the first tu =meke personsl represcentations to the
sorecean Gevernuent.  [ubbequently @ coumnon decision was taken
vy him and the Iepresentatives of Froance, the UL.D.h.. Italy
aid Yortugnl, with n view to send o note to the Sulton’®s
Depresentintive in Tongiers in vhich they expressed z Yell the
*horror they felt with repard to the persecuticens vhich the
Pews affired to be the viectingY, These steps led to the
cecision taken by thoe lorocean Governaent to give further
theoreticenl saticfaction, but the Cuiltan®s zuthority beling
ruther weak, no reasdy could be noticed in practice.

The increasing detcriornted situstiond again provoked
Surther osteps and strong proiests to the Sultan by the Tiplosa-
tig Dody. MHew protests were reised by the French linister in
1070 and the Anglo-Jdewish Association with the Central Committee
u? the flliance Isrzelite Universelle in 18%4, The Sultan
gove personal asuurances to the Dritish and Irench likisters
rs to the fulfiluweni of the Imperisl Iecree grantcd in 1864
by his father to Cir loses ivnteficre and ordercd his lepresen-
tative 1 v Tangier 4o reply o the Anglo-Jdewish LAssceiation ang

A%y s

tte Allinne Isrvaelite Universelle in the following teoruss

¥I'roigse unte Cod alone.
PTo our Honcurable lriends, the President ang the Ilders

“of the Jewish Coumunities in Turope.
Yeoo With vegard tov vour brethren in the inmensne cupire of
“our loré (mny Ged give him glory!), he has placed thez under
"his protection, C(ur prophet -may Cod exalt the preyvers
“through his intervention-, has reccomended that the Submitted
“and Tributaries be protected; our lord -may God sssist himl-
“will order the observence with all due respect, of the Decree .
“in favour of the Jews, published by our lord ~may God bless his
“himf~ and our loré will continue %o put it in vigour and -
“will extend $o thewm (the jews), with God's help, his justice
"and benevelence not permitting any injustice to be comaitted
“to them nor allow mnrybody to prevent thom of cbiaining justice
*in vhatever place in the country..,."

_ At the saume time the fultan ordered the pudblication in

the neighbourhood of the Oreat liosgue in Tengier of an official
varping commanding that all his jewish subjects be treated like X
the other inhabitents and not wolested im their propertiy or
rersenn, and that =ny sct of viclence ageinst thef be the

shject of immedinte justice,

The archaic status of “Protected fubmitted Tributaries®
“ho comprised both Christisns nnd Jews in Morceep had aireandy
muiTered a serious derogantion by the end of the ZVIIIth century
waen the Foreign Governments conseclidated theiy urestice and
iuuosed their Tear to the lLoroeean Governuent. A few forelipn
werchants vere establicshed in the country and it was oo lomzer
pouuible to ncecept such o status for their naticnzls, The
Comsuls of severnd countries accredited in loroces not only
protected their ovn untionels sgainst all arbitrary sction but

iugposed on the .orocenn Authorities their right to sdrpinister ol




