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60,000 men to koep the fridbes quioct, ond ylehidiN
the danger that any tribal disturbance mifht tompé SFATH to inser—

Tang against our very insecure lines of commumicstisn, Moreower, if,
Parlan's assistence conld solva thoss problems for us oy bringing

GORTH AFEICA te¢ sur swport, ho might well be able to gain us DGELR

in Pronch WEST AFRICA as woll, not 3o memtion the Promeh Lio S%%%Eﬁ

TOULOE,

Finally, apart from sramting ue 2 sccure Sl to meve
tawards our next objective, thore appearcd %o B A roesorabls chanca
that Derlrn 2ight be able $o intorvens effoctively with ddmdwal Esteva,
the French Commander in TUFISIA, %o forestall twe i g apd to agoist
our own ooimanyicn of that impertant lamd. Wo head heard that Admiral
Hztova wes willing to obey ddmirnl Darlan, amd we bedly aceded his sup—
ports Our plan, to rush liszht forces £wgm SLAIZRS 4o TOUSISTA in amder
To enticipate the dxis, wes & bold scheme, whish had in it mawr of the
elements of 3 gamble, I 'called Far zn effort to axploit initial gac—
coen with the hepa thet we might goin & greet prize ai law eagt, and
might induce the French to proviée wa with ane of the surest guarantess
+f -complete success by resisting strongly any attempied landings by
tha Aw:g 15 TUNISIA, We hepod that guch resistancs s this on the
part of the Franch would meterialize becsuse of the important aillitary

advantages that we hod dready sained threugh sur negotictions with
Darlar. :

eEa AACH 3 LELA

Cur chief hope of anticipating the &xls in TUNISIA lap 4w oup
acting with utmest speed. Indeed, we were involved ix a tace, net only
againat the tulld-un of emeny forces at TUNIS and BIZZRTE, but against
the weather as well. Northern TUTISTA iy a counmtry of high mounteins
with parrow plaine between the ranges; and it hoo few Toads, mpd there
L8 in the land very little ssope for armored acticn. The coastal moune
tales and the welleys o fow miles inland, o well as the ceastel plain
which opens at TUEIS apd BIZERTE, are sn ares with & heavy reinfall
that totals more thean 25 inches apnmually. The period of heaviest redins
begles dm late Bovember, or eerly Decamber asd contimucs thraungh Februery,
During this season the lowlands Yeceme g perticularly glutinous ses.of
md,  Un the one hand, the dato snd mlases of cur lardings in WORIH
AFRICA gawve us practically zo marzin. Therse was less then = month of
Tair weatner ahesd; and fLcls Air and ground fereess ware within easy

- 2friking distance of TUSLS and RIZERTE, leas than 100 miles away frem

taese alacos across the SICILIAE marrows. 411 the zege, our Eactern-

" most fores was at ALGIZES, 580 miles West of TOUWIE, Kecopsarily, there-

fare we had to roly dm & repid sdvence of vory Light feorces, wederstrangth
iz both persannel and aguirment. : ;

Tren with all these odde against us, we only just eiled to win
the race. Mat finmally tipoed the scelse decisively against ws Was the

“fect that the IFronck, whose resistamce o our forces at ATOIZPS. though

facblo, continued for two daye, offored ne resistance at all to the fires
Gorman landings at ZL AOUIMA airvors on Hoven3or 9th, with the rasalt
thet Germen feorees beges tholr build-up 1 TUMISIA befere wo werc abla -
to bogin the move esst from ALGIERS. Although French forces in TOEISIA
under Genorel Jarre, Juin, and Eoceltz fimally joinmed our pwn shout
Hovenbor 18th, 1t wes foo late o ovorcome the fatal offects of that
almpat morbid sensn &f homer whish kad led ihe Fropch initially to

Teaxet us, their deliverers, while they were leawing thoir back door
open to the chawy. 3 5 A B

On Hovember 9%h, after tho legi

piinze 23d beeh offected under Lneri-
can suspices, Lisutepant Gencral 4 :
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plan was to soiza as rapidly as pessiblo all the ports to the Hast,
BOTIZE, PHILIPPIVILLE, BUME, ard L4 CALIZ, in that order, sond thon

_ : i
was to rueh his forcos Jerwerd by mater tramsnort,] grﬁ T T
and i regp-enrrying sirereft. . Por the sucécss of timii‘ it 1% %ﬂ*‘ﬁ_’;; P
csgontial alac to =cizo goastal airficlds and %o i Lt et A" "

craft in ardor to provide adosuate scvar. Tharefa?®, he orderof Majer
Ganeral V, Evclogh, Commander of tho British 78th Division, to carry
cut the prearranged plon for sircnltanoons action against the pork of
BIUGIE and nat DIIDNELLI aizfisld, a short disteance furthor aleng
the coast. irectod that this officer showld act wish tho BESgist=
anco of naval forccs undor the command of Cepbedn H. 7. Didelrmscon, EY.

Tho $6th Brigede of the 78tk Division—our floeslang rossrve of
the original Znstern Task Force--was still'aboard it shina in ATEIERS
herbor, =¢ lato on the evining of Hevember 10tk this foroe ealled
Eastward o acosmplish itz migsion in the race for TOMISIa, Ianding
by this feree on the following day wes uwmepmossd, but ono betéelion
which hed boen assignod the nizsion of capturing DJIIVELLI from the
sca was umablo to got ashore becouse of & heavy dwoll, smd thereforo
roturnod te BOUEIE in order to mnlke the awsrcach by land. D LT
eould not be taken until Fovembor 13th, snd during the interim, when
little aixr cover could bo provided, tho cnemy bombod snd ssnk throa
Tnitod States Combat Lesders in BOUGIE harhor. Alss he ipflictsd
eligat dazsago or K. M. fireraft Serrier 42005 vhose pllots hed shod
g4wn 11 enemy plance for 3he losd of 3 of our own. Persomnol lossos
wore ngt serlous but za tho result of loesses of agquipoomt, cur infantry
for some time had none Tut vwhat they carriod, snd no clothdng but what
they hod Dbeon wearing when thoy left the shipe. _ :
~" Oz initdal roch was mado witk a fores that st ite strongest

/' was the aguivalont of scercoly more than a single infentry divisien,
and one tsok rogimont, neither of them at full etrength. Che 7otk

i Division was not complots wntil Decembor 1lst, and. the Britiah Sth

' Armorod Division was not fuily established in the forward aroes until

“dpdomber 15th. We firet scewriod BONE with twe companies of . the Zed
Farachute Battalion and with the 6th Compapi, Battelion. The former
wag dropped by air 4o hold the aixficld and the latter wos latdod Ty
son on Hovember 12tk 4o solre the port. Bovoakor Ot of
the Tnited Statos 65tk Troop Oorricr Commard el Zritish Parz~
chutiste of the Srd Batbalion at MAISOW BLANCHE pirmavt, sftes o
flight from FEELAM by way of SIERALTAR, and the dayr follawing
succossfully dropped thoso Farachutists at the BOWZ atrfisld. The
oporation was a completa suecoss, bubt that night a hoavy apd mrolonged
bomberdnent by Arss wlanos throatoned to mako the £1cid wntenablo.
The ‘aituation wee rostored an ﬁ'wem‘b{:r 13tk by the rotorn of the C-d7is
ferrying muck nooded supplics of anti-sireraft guns and pobrol for
Tighter plancs. - . -

Dther forees moved up quickly. One battalion of the 35tk
Erigale had arrived by sea frem Z0UCIE. by November 13th, exd anothes
bad by that date Toached SETIF %y r~pil. 4lac somo artillesy and gorv-
icing unite hed svrived by eca, but noeme of tha vohiclos end motor
transpert of tho Brigade had them as yot beos able to land, Ey
Hovombor 18th, a zmal) colume of a1l arme Trom the 113k Infantry
BErigada Growp—known as the HART FORIE——pirived 3y road fram ALGIERS
thoy bed ecquired their mebility by monepoliszing a1l of thoir own
brigado’s transpors, ;

Our repid sdvepee continued, and Wy Sovozbor 15th, 1&5&155 ele— .

ments of the 36tk Erigedo hed ccoupied TARARFL oply shout 60 miles
Trom TUNIS, with othor batted .
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the British 1st Parachuto Battalion sttomptod te land at SOUE IL ATRA .
sirficld, duc South of TARASEA jn th- MEDVEEDA valloy which Tuns morthe
past to the GUIF OF TUGIS, 2nd, although thwartod by woather in the
first attompt on the 15th, suocossfully sgded tha day folicwing, By
Jovewher 17th this force had advanced Horthonat boyond the impariant

: ientione cont BEJA, who it # 1 . : W
commmi er of A, whore it first @;Lp.g% °='5~33fw t%;f ‘ég" e

Gm:-:up..n troops. it : Ed“%r ; -,,i! 113: # ey
e e b -
Hoantize, by HovembeorTisth thoe folilow-up cnﬁvﬁ:’? ?‘aﬁfp"’aﬁ” L BEa
errived at BUHE, bringing the Dalarce of tramenert of $he 73t¢h Divieion
(lass onc Brigade Grouz), tho armored SLLDE FORCE, {Cammasod of tho -
17/2lst LomcorsRegimentel Group), amd the lst Parachute Frigade {ioes
one bottelionle Units zad sub-units of tho-78th Divlsion and of _
SLAIE FORCE wero moved Fast as fast a9 tho nocessary trTeusmors could
be uelerdod. By Hovember 20th, BLADE FOBCE wam .ontsbhlished iz tha -
SCUL EL AEE: aysa, and the 11tk Brigeds Group .of %ne 78th Diviaion

ikd oW

_was concantrated in tho BEJ4 arca two days lator.

Similarly wo tock siepe o sgcure sirfields farther Scath. Un
Jowembor 15th, Colone Zdeen D, Raff's United States 508rd Parstrecp
dattalion dropped ot YOUES IBS BAINS without oppositisn, aud bezan
to aperate offensively from its smewly woa base., Two duys later de-
tachments from the sams hattalion cocupied GUFSLA pirfield, far o tho
Seuth, end motile patrols rosmed widely ovor the sntire Sputhorn arem
In roquipitioned transport, Decting small Itgysns foTeafs The gams
group established cordial relations with a Trench gerrison &' TEBESIA,
znd thet garrison theroupen prompyly gave signa of thelr zeod will by
arretting the Italian merbers of the Armistice Compiasicn in that

srea, and by cooperation in the froquent pabrel activity.

Bigns of Franch cooperation hod alrcady begun to sppear at his
sama bime in the Worth, Un the 16th rsports woro received from Genersl

. Eneite! IIX Corps, that his forces were in contact with 2 Chyrman motor—

cle reeonualsssnes pAtrol batwess ESVA end DUEBEL ABCID, 4o the
arth: and, om the same day, Jronch farces at 0USD Z4RGA pnd MATAR—
the latter not more than 20 miles from BIZERTE—fdreve off German

- patrola. Qur plans for offansive action wore meow abkls to eount on

at least some memsuro of French asesistence. 4Although fonoral Barre,
as Ogzmapdor of all Pronch Foreos in TUNMISIA Rad nogotisfed with
Gonaral von Lrmdw evor sinec the arviwal of Germen Torces, ho now
agraed thet his forees would eoaver the comcentration of our 75tk
Division in the TASAREA-SOUE 5T AMBA-GHARDIMAOU aros end thst thay
wonld likwise cover, to the beat of thedr ability, our right flaxk
during our mibsaquent sdvence cn TTHIS, On Wovember 17th, Goncrsl
dnderson ispusd srdare to the 78th Iiwisicn to complote its comcen—
tretisn in the forwerd erca in preperatiom for an sivence on TUHIS 4o
destroy the &ds forces. 2

dp quickly as the firet signs of French tacticel cooperaticn be-

. gan to eppear I prowesed o Jirend thet the whole Sdetorn front he

vlaced wmder General dnderson's comsazd. I met the moet bitter oppo-
sitlem %¢ tho iden. OGireud ovon seid that any such attompt, at that
time, would result in open French rehelliom, Inatoad, ho wmraposed

, that he teke commend of the fromt. “anifestly, I could not azrae..

dround the middle of Wowembor wo ostimated dxis strengih at
500 to 1,000 figntipgs verssmeal in the avep of TOWLE, snd at about
4,000 ab BITEHTE, with seme tanles in each case, and with ajreraft
which had been flown in: at the time JU-S2'¢ svereged mare $ham 50 .
landings o day at SIZERTE. Tha enemy had oconpiod MATEUR and had

‘waghed ouh West and Sputh, saining comtact with advance eloments of .

our 35th Brigada Group Wogy o2 DoEREL 430TD, erd with the French et
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G101 A'SIE and ILEWEZ 3L BA3. Sypeequapt smerations tosk place adong
three clearly defined axes: along the Horthern roed directly Zast from
CAEARKY via DJEESL AEION 4o MATAUR: along the nmore Southerly road
Bortheast from EEJA to SIDT H'SIR and MaTOLE: apd dlene the.main
due sast from BLJA to TUNIS, vla UZJER EL BiDasoN f

It was the enemy who seized the initiativey b7 ETvsbksng :
Fronch at MEDNEZ IL Bs® on Hoveshber 184h and 184h, Tox Arnim sent 4w
geparets witinete, demendipg French surrender, which was not conceded
by Generel Barre; and the ill-sguipped French, sssailibd’ thres times by
izfartry supporfed Yy tenks, artillary and 4ive-bombers, saffered 35 per
cont capualities. They sent us urgent plens for eir eurwart, which wa
gonld mat ewsaly, and after a galiant stend retired o OUSD ZaBfs,
During the same pariod ar sgemy atiagk ot DJEZERL .B0ID, o the Forsh,
was contained by the leading battolion of gur 35tk Brigade. In the en-
gagement on this coceaion our forces destroyed 8 of the 30 eremy Sanbe
thnt shey engaged, apd, sypported by Jritish pevachnte elements, by &
3ritish Armored Cer Celumn, znd by & boatiery of United States Fiald
Artiligry, the Trench coumtber—attacksd &t HEDJIZ EL 2a3.

Thavgh wa wors able thus to kold the anamy inm check, it was clear,
however, that cur 78tk Divipion was not as yabt sirTong anoush o pross
the edvanes. Henea they wers orflarvsd to delay Sewsarerily awy move
forward until the tulld-—up of forces and susmlies was mfficlent o |
give the assgsult on TUFIS 2 roagomable chmnes of suesoss. He had sleo
to airaighten sub ithe considersble intermd=ziure of Fropch and Britizh
units which hed.occurred 2z a rosult of rapid izprovigationm foilowizg
the Fremch decislon s mct with uws, Onr intenticn 'ma to rolisve all
French forces operating in the 78th Divwision ares, so that they could -
be conoentrabod under Gawargl Sarre's commesmd for the protection of our
right flane oz the lizne LE EEF - TSOOURSOUL - T5STCUR. 3y bovesber 25rd
wa had roached & preliminery verbel agreeme:nt, by waich all trocpe re-
maining Werth of the line LE EEF — EAGHOUSH 1d te under the comuend
of the Britieh Tivat 4wy, while all trocpe Sovuath of the line should
be subject to Trench commnmd. .

This was masebisfactory, net only tacticaily, Tt alag logisticelly,
since there wee & single line of amminiticn fFem Fsor e frems. -
gvar, it wrs the bost thet could be schicvel at the nemend: end I had
to accent peresnally the additional burdans pleced vpon me by the
Franch refnas) ts sewws under o Beitidh cormander. :

3y Hoveror 24tk Generel anderson hed commloted the forward coo-
centration of tho PE4h Pivision and BLaDR TORCE, with zroviaisn far
follow—up Uy tho Dyiqien sth Sroored Divieion, {thon co zeute e
JESOUESOUE, ant by Cembat Copmepa "2Y fram the Untted. Sistes 1st drmorod
Division, vhich wag then on $hs woy ap to SOUE 3% &BBe, Genmeral
Adpderaon orderol immodiste attaclk with a firet obicetive irn +the captars
ef the lime TERQUFEL - MATZUR, ’ ) ;

During the night o Fovarber 34th-25in, BLADE PORCE, cpersting ia

- the coanter, pemetraied the scomy cutpost positlon ie & point midway .

betwoon JIATHUR apnd TER0URRS; end the 1lth Brigads, oa the right, ad-
vanced Sorthopstwasd in tho MEDJERDS wallew wherc it overesma sbebbera
resietance and captured MUDIEZ I 383, For the firet Shron doye pre=
gress was stoady.  Tho-1lth Irigeds with ths 208 Battaldes, 15tk Undtesd
States Armoved Bagiment, and the 558th Zeconnaizsance Gagiment (losg

than two Bquadrons); moved astride the river toward TZBOUBRA, waich |
was Sakon during the night of Sovembor 25th-2Yth, snd wns succossfully
defénded againat countor-attack om the following dsy. On Novembor 28th,
cur forcea veachod the outaliity -of » loss then 18 milag  °

r
a
L R

L_|!




