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eapalily. Bowiever, the fact that he is swaiting the ar-
st as permanent Resident General bas undoubtedly

speaking the central adsinistration is not 'tﬂ' efficient

but it is felt that this situation may cerrect itself when permanent
officials are in sffice, MNore detailed information will have been
II. Axsbs.

The Arab problem is not thought to represent anything new but
rather to bs the same old preblem intansified by Serman propaganda
carried eut during the pericd of ccoupation. The Destur group has
fcg yeoars asked for squal politica; and we.-ia rights for the
irabs, The Germans told ths Arebs that these demands znd wore would
be given to t&m. The Cermans put the Arabs into positions of au-

.ﬁwrity, trested them 25 social squals, and paid exorbdtant prices
fer thelr goods. All this, based as it was on years of prepsganda
before the war, wiz bound to hive a mt. effect, The wust malority
ef the Arabe do mt in any wiy consider this their war and will give
thalr temporary support to whatever sids they comsider strangest and
likely do the most for them, Many Arabs not only ralfs friendly
tewards the ixis forces but alm sctively supported them by sabe~
tage, by swpplylng information, and slso wwpestionably by surder-
ing soldiers of the Allied forces. How much of this active support
was based on & desire for an ixis victory and row much on the pry-
ment of mongy is difficult to say. It is thought that the Arabs
'éald have coomitied many of the same acts in favor of Allled for-

ces if they had been paid for such "services®, At this peint the
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isportant Place taksn by Colonal Allen*s Aradb markats in Qamﬁe:z\-
wﬁ.ng Axis propagands among the Arabs can sot be overstressed,

The French in general state simply that all Arabs are bad and
it is foured that this foellng may break out in mass reprisal. This
is perticularly true in areas under the contrel of such men as Colonal
Tribot-Laspiere and the importance of placing Wen of the caliber of
Colonel Schuelts in charge of the Arabs is again stresssd. It is
thought that in & large part She Arebs acted in a manner which was
to be m;pectw and to show surprise at their activity ot this time
is not realistic. The nusber of Arabs who have felt loyalty towards
the French is probably small and the French must have known that the
Arabs would turn toward any power which they thought would help their
position, Thoss Arsbs who actively mupported ths ixis should be ap-
prehended imssdiatily and shot or eotherwise severely pubished. Mass

" reprisal would enly intensify a probles= thet is not new,

A good part of the affect of the Gersan prepagands hes un~

guestionably been dissipsted by the very direct proof that the forces

of the illies are Stranger than those of the ixis, A 'pmnm now. of firs .

hut just treatument along with the reestablisheent of Caids and other
Arsb efficials friendly to the Allied csuse, it is thought, would
g0 & long way toward settling the Airab probles as far as it offacts
the war. The long term problem of how the French and the Arabs
are to live together is anocther qusstion,

Ths actual strenfth of the Destur movesent is not knowmn,
Its various branchas undoubtedly have quite a large nowinal mewm-
bership but the Active membership is mhlhl,y small,
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offered emplojment in this recomstrustion sork. The work, unf

stely, is mainly of ¢ manual Sype which post of the Jews dAre n
accustamed to doing btut with real work nesding to be dese we wo
not be Justifled in fnven r work simply so that theee people
wopld have & more congenial ftrpe of amployment, Those few are
ansble to work should be taken care of by the verious Jewish Relief
Urganizations now in eilstense and if mecesssry these relief-orzani
sationsshould be glven Bhe required smount of assistance by us.

v, Italians.

The problem here is the meny ssall farmers and fishermen who

are neither fasclist or soti-fasciet and who are merely trymg tc eke
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level and a5 they are now forbidden to fish by th
ation is close to being desperate. It is thought thel the vag
of these peopis are perfectly raliable and the Spil

‘some of them at least to fish within a half mile of the ci

w‘m discussed with the British.

¥e, at first, saintainsd contrel of the stockpile goods but at & very
early dute most of thess supplies ware also turned over ma the French
for distributlen subject to our camirel.  Supplies were located
at various strategic poimts arcund Le Kef, Souk-El-frbs, 'fnb&aa
and other towns with the idea that nesded food and clothir
be ruslied in &5 sucn as &n area was liverated. Certain supplies
were immsdistely brought in oni our trucis bet the bulk of the
supplies were to be Bfought in by the Fremeh. The French distri-
bution-systen did net work snd as late as mm . only & few oare ‘
Jouds of supplies had avrived for the Hedenine, Jabss, Efax,
Eairouan and Sousse Ayesas. %z_zgiias for the Tunis crea, however,
did arrive close to scheduls,

fihen 1t becems epparent that the distribution system by train
planned by the French was not werking, steps were immedistely takes

A )
to obtidin Srucks which tlis Prench could use to bring supplies into

the varfous areas and to distribute such supplies locally within =
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